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justify : the inferences diawn fiom, and the accusa-
tions founded on such facts by them, we utterly
disavow as unwarranted and unjust.

The charges brought against the Catholies of
Tieves are superstition and idolatry.  We do not
now intend to undertake the disproval of such.
‘T'hey are but the old stories houtly repcated for
the pious cdification of the cvangelicals. “Che-
accused are as far from idolatry as the oldest Puri-
tan of the days of the roundheads. Go and ask
any of the pilgrims of Treves their opinion of the
Iloly Robe, and we hesilate not to say that their
answer will amount to this :—¢ The Holy Rube is
o precious relic, handed down by our devout an
cestots ; we believe it to be the identical one worn
by our Lord ; the seamless one, the mere touch of
which healed the long standing malady of the
trustfu] womane spolien of in the g.oxpda; we be-

Jicve that this idei tity is establishicd by histotical!
proofa—we have seen it conlirmed by manifcst mi-
racles. We reverence it as we do all such reni—
naats refinding us of flim by whom it was aoin
We worshin not notr do we adote it ; we wp,)roach'
it with the fuith of the woman mentioned in the!
gospel, and like her, believe that Christ con use it,
as a medium \\hereby to impa:t now, as formerly,|

a virlue—a hcaling power to reward confiding'
faith., You may persist in asserting that we wor-
ship this relic: but the unbelieving Jew might
charge the same on her who said within hersell
“ If | touch but the hem of His garment, [ shall be
healed.” e have read this in the Holy Serip-
tures, where, too, we learn that those sick of divers
diseases, were cured by the garments which but
touched the persons of Ilis aposiles, the veiy sha-
dows of whom expelled contagion and death.
Were the faithful in these times simple and credu-
lous to believe such things ? and if we now, for
believing that God can yet make use of these visi-
ble means for his own wise and unseen ends, are
deemed idolatrous and superstitious, so should the
faithful of primitive times.”

Wesknow not how the precise Pwitan will re-
ceive this answer. Most likkely he will turn up
bis eyes in holy horror at the superstitious igno-
rance of the sirple Catholic of Treves. But he
will pardon us if we say that this warm and lively
faith would move mountains before his frigid and
torpid Calvinisin could displace a mole-bill.

The dogmatical point here involved has been
often and satisfactorily defended. It is, theu, not
our purpose @ repeat the arguments, lhé} are well
known to our readers, who need not be told that
the respect shown to the relics of Christian antiqui-
ty, is ag remote from idolatry, as Christianity is
from the worship of the Pagan.

'it

inothing fixed or ascertained.

In our opinion, the only question to be decided

matter of fact, it must depend on the motives of
credibility confirmatory of it. It will not, we sup-
pose, be contended, that it is impossible fur the
1obe preserved at Tieves (o be that worn by our
Lord. Neither is it too much to suppose that the
carly Christians preserved it as a pious memorial
of their Lord and Master.  We have secn no de-
taiied statement of the evidences of the identity of
this garment with that of Christ. e are, howe-
ver, far fiom disbelieving that such is the case ; on

Lthe contiary whatever we have read from the un-

prejudiced authority and the statements of the evi-
dence seen by multitudes of witnesses, coufirm us
in our belict of its identity. We are so accustom-
ed to the cant of the evangelicul press about the
superstition of Catholics, that the much ado it made
about the proceedings at Tieves could produce lit-
tle cffect in our epinions.

The question of sm.pnrs!mon in tha respect

‘chown by Catholies to the 1chies of Chiistian anti-

quity, has been satislacto:ily scttied, even inthe
opiuwn of many Protestants.  The fact of the

Joly Rote of Treves being the seamless «a:ment
of our Lord must be determined on the evidence
‘of it. Thousands znd millions ate convinced of
John Ronge, a poor degraled ecclesiastic
(iemcs it, nd ti.c evangelical press on his and like
‘.thoz..j, disbelieve it.

CHANGING, STILI CIIANGING.

¢ The marve!s are manv, and lluman Reason s obedient to
canningly devised fables and falschouds rather than to Tue
TRUTRH ITSLLY.

Thus said a Pagan poet, three thousand years
ago, desciibing the Pagan world. DMan, tiusting
upon his reasen alone, lived upon fable till the
coming of the Saviour. Pagan philosophers and
meoralists, .mid their profound speeuvlations, had
In place of Faith
they had arbitrary dogma.  Their reason, like the
people of Athens, ¢ was employed in nothing else
but telling or hcaiing some new thing.” The
whole activity of the Pag’m mind in all times was
developed in an insatiable craving for novelly.
And the sincerest enquirers for the Thuth did, of
necessity, worship an unknowa God.

The Church was estallished on earth. The un-
known gave place (o the known.  Aubitrary opi-
niun, uncertainty awud coniusion gave place to
Faith, Truth and Order.

For fiftecn centurics the Cliristian world lived
inlight., Christianity was the Christianity of the
Revelation. Then came the so-called Reforma-
tion. Men fancied themselves wiser than their
Creator, and in their wisdom prolesied against the
Church of God and dcluded themseclves wilh the

is the identity of the garment. And this is a xuere‘fanc) that humnan reason’ was the ground and pillar



