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MISSION TO MAGDALENE ISLANJDS
III.

IiY iiEV. 4IEORGI: IATTERSON, D. D.

As uieîitioned iii îy last, un Sabbatlî,
24t1î July, I i-aaclhed un Iryon Island in
Lue forunoî. About ilaidday %vu set 8a1l
for Grosseisie, wherej 1 expected to îîreaeli
in the afternuo, but the wind being lighit
and v'ariable the day was well spent before
%vu reaehed our destination. Sonie of the
people whv had gathered remained, others
assuaaxbled for ani 1vennîtg service, so thiat
I had ai) atidieuac.e of, I thiiak, about 40.

.Grosseisie iii its wider sense emnbraces
four islanlds. coinmioaly but iaapraperly so
called, as they atre 'utxited 'by ixnatsh .vr
smîad beach. These are kniown as Coffin's
Island, East Isand, Grosseisie, and N\ortli
Calpe. The first of tiiese lies tu tlîe East
of Grand Entry, and con tains the largest
exteîat. of uplaiid, being, four miles long
and about <>mau broad. l'le surface as
geneî'ally itigli and uaneven, steep hilis and
del) hollow's, ivith somietianes sitiall laîkes,
succeeding (Pume anotiier. To the north it
is conuected hiy a sand beach with the
East Island. whichi is about four miles iii
]ength by about two iii lreae.t. Thiotigh
it lias ne c1if240 fect igbI itis gencrally
Iow-13'ing andi anarshy, C ni aiuchl <of it is

ocuidby shalla ui akes. Grosseisle
wheîi gain joined Lv it at its North

enad by a S.aîadc-ridgýe, is sitanlier, beiaag les
thlan two miles iii lengyth l'y le§s than a
miile in hreaetth. It forais, however, the
iost pronainent <abject iii the Jaaadscape.

being quite elevated and beiaig distinguish-
eà by three or four conicad peakes, wvhiclî
foani ciffs (,,vee 300 foot Iigla . These have
suggested tlac naanie. Froni tho suiiti-
of any one of theni the view oan a suinier
day) is said tu be aisrasiggrner
Ni rtlî Cape is ai sttiall circulai' islaad about
hanif a miile iii ditinietoi', joined to CGrossc-
isle by inarali anîd sandy beaehi.

Tlîe shores (if tliis group, if 1 miay cal
it so, piesexit a varied and often very
striking appearance. l3esides the high
cliflis od Grosbuisle, thoe are otîxers as at
-North Cape, O1H Harry Head, and East
Island.(, hetiveen two and tlîree hundrod
feet ligli, and soînetiines worn into rugged
or eveai fantastie. shapes. Tieri there are
nmiles of saind ridgcs, inside of whicli are
pa.ef ul lagoons, iwhile agaiii the low-
lying( sea-board, ivitlî reefs extendinez for
iles senward, and sonietimes spurs (of

Sand, covered with shiallow water, are

souneincs more dangerous te nnvigator's
thanl eveaiei loftiest cliffï.

In that part of the island which I saw,,
the soul did nof secîîî ais good as on1 the
otiier. lIn soine places I 5ILw sub-soil of
*white sand, on wlîicli the growtlî and de-
tay of vegetation liad fornued a peaty
inould. But st ill the erops wvere geîîerally
fair. The inhabitants subsi8t uîainly by
the fi8heries, but the îîavst of tiieni culti-
vate snmall plo<ts of land, froîaî which they
recuive a good returai according to the
labcr bcstowed tapoth lean. Matcl of it is
stili covere<l by woud, stuiited in- di-
iiiensions.

The gentleman ivho took the ceusus ini
1881 todd mie that it couitallned ab that
tinie a pobuaWtian of 200 souls, aveyagiîî

Lv t a fauuaily, -iaad that lie is satiEffied tliti
it lias iîîcreased siaice. The permanent
residents, except ovue faniily, aire Englieli-
speaking and Protestants, tlîough a con-
siderable mntber of others comie to live
liere during the fishing season. Thîis is,
tlae

LARGEST BIODY 0F PROTESTANTS

uipon the grvup. They have a, neat chiurcli
asituated on a sunny slope on1 the souitherîb
side of a conical lîill whichi forni the North,
Cape. Near it perhaps lialf the luhabi-
tuants are clustered, the rest being scatter-
ed ait Varions points toward the other side
o1f the island. It %vas built by their own.
efforts with saine aid froin the Chutrcli of
England Missionary Society, aad is nio%
conuected w ith tînit body. Sonie wore,
tflxious tuope~il the church and have 111-
I)reacli in it, but of course I would mit
consent to suchi an arrangemient.

Before gobiiîî further 1 nius.t gyiVe sorie
account of the history and position of
aftirs ecclcsiast ically aînong t bis pep te.
The whole Protestanît populatiun i ofte
rnup is over ùÜ0.

THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS

were froni many diflèrentiquarters. Soine
sixty years aga se.veral familles maoved
froai thieBast. Rliver oî Pietou. Several
otiiers went froas the County of Sheiburne,
and also froxai P. E. Islanîd. Theri at
difrerent timnes sailars w'ho had, beun
îvrecked or otherwise drifted. here, made
it their hiome, amiong wlionm I foutid
.En-lish, Seotel, Weish and Jereyniein.
Lately two brothers Leslie froîin Spry
Bay, Halifax County, have coxnmenced,
business ou Grindstone.

111 religious prof1ession the niajority
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