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Vou know weil the swiit and dangerous rapids in the
beautifual river of les Prairies. D)aine! 1 speak to you of
somcething that happened at the ver>' commencement of
the country, when a pret a Recollet father lost his
lufe in that ver>' spot. Pèýre Nicholas Vriel, %witb a1
younig novice, "'as drownied in 162 5. The exact circumll-
stances have never been kniovn, but according to the ac-
couint given by the Indians, thrce Hurons took part in
thc double inirder. 'l'le mnissionary, accompanied by
same savages, %vas cominc downi froin the H-uron country
where hie had been laboring ta couvert the heathen.
Therc %vas a wicked wizard with the part>', who, with ail
bis hez rt, opposed the preaching of the blessed gospel
but lie took excellent care ta conceal bis sentiments.
F-or thcy aire crity, you mnust knio%, these pagans, but
crafity to a marvel, and for milice they equal the pén iii
-the force. Choosing a fav'orable moment when the
canoes wvere in the midst of thc seething rapids, the dia.
bolical inonster succceded in drow-ning bath the priest
and his young companion. Now, 1 ain going ta tell you
wvhat happened mnany years later.

True, but ycs, of the truest. This is no priest's talc.
1 hecard it flomi my late grandfither w-ho is dead, holy
mi. Tenzez, take mly %word for it, lie sawv ail that hap-
pened wvith bis ow-n eyes. And it wvas lie whli cotild tell
it well. Ilu the long winter evening's wicti w-c aIl sat
arounid the fit-e at bomle and lie reiated bis adveîîturcs,
w-c trenibled like slîiverimg cratures strçken by fever.
Imagine ta yoursclf hoiv delightful it w-as ta listen ta
him !Otteni w-c could nat slecli ait ight for féar. It costs
mie soniething ta relate the story, for 1 have no finle
voice or beautiful accent as hie had but I will do my best
ta please you. I arn a poor story-tellcr, but as >'ou say.
trutli needs no assistance Ct-arn art. H-e loved ta tell as
miuch as "e others likced ta listen. And lîoi %vise lie
wvas, there w-as not muchel iliat lie did not 1,11W. '17o
hiear imii receout the talcs of the saints, and for staries,
there's no ane cauld cqual himi ta hear hini tell
l'oiseau Figucînousse, and le Merle Blanc and la Mer
B3lue, and miany otliers like thenm-that wvas a treat.

Miien such woiiderful thisngs that lie hiad scen, niy late
graudfàtlicr, one uîighit suppose tlîat the saints lîad
blesscd imi with a dazcn pair ai eycs. li bis timce
everybody made a voyage ta the countries up abovc
there it %-as thc fashion and 'vhcn a mian hiad spent
a fcw- years there hie had samnething ta talk abouit for the
rematindcr of bis lueé. These are the countries ai the
great lakes, ivlcre the licathen Indians wvander; and
aniang tlîe nations, the power af the devil, 1 assure you,
is strong. Magie 1i apellotc but 1 could tell yaut thiin-g
that w-ould cause the hiair ta stand erect. Certainly, thîs
wildcrncss up abovc there nmust, without doubt, bc of
the niast %vanderiul, hecauise ever>- mani w~ho ever %veut
ilhere cxpcricnced the mnaost miraculous adventurcs but
none 1 have hecard spokecn ai w~erc quite sa amiazing as
those of niy graiidither.

'*lien, as I tell you, anc finle sumimcrs day a large
canae, nianned by -vnagcurs rcturning froin the W'est,
w-as comin- down the River dcs P'rairies. Tînese mien
had been long absent, thcy had passed thrauglh iany
perids and hardships, tlizy hiad the nicans af living for a1
w-hile likec Milords, (and it "-as tht- voyageurs w-li could
do thaï, effectivcly) and abave ail], thcy wcre ilcaring

homie. Is it any w-onder tliat the>' sang and shouted
like sehool boys and 'vere gay' as larks? At nighit tiiey
caniped at the foot af the rapids. After they hiad
finîslied supper and werc sittingy singing and telling tales,
tlîcy p)erceived on the ncxt po' it, oinly a fev acres dis-
tant, a Iiig'hlt that illuminatcd the w-hale landseapc.

"Tiens 1' they said to cachi other IlThere arc ather
voyageurs camping out as ive are. Whcire cati they
corne lt-arn? It wvould stirely be oîîly nceiglibourly on
atîr p)art ta '*îsit them."

It 'vas (leeided that tht-c mien, ai wi-nu my grand-
lather %vas one, should start on titis expedition. Guided
by the brighit fire lighit w-hieh w-as rellccted on the sur-
face af the w-ater, thcy soon arrived rit their destination
"iiicl w-as farther aw-ay than they liad imiagined it w-auld
be. Tliere w-as no appearance ai a camp; no echo ai
talk ar laughiter ; the silence ai the sombre fat-est 'vas
absolutciy uinbroken. Ta their astonishinent, the visi-
tors saw no canaes niar could Uic>' discover any trace of
jovial comrrades. Tfli fire burned steadil>', casting
lickering sliadows and ruddy gianis upon the trees.

"Ali aiter ail, tic camp is not deserted " cxciainied
anc ai aur play.

Near the fire a tahl savage w-as squatted ou tic carth, lus
cibows resting on bis kucs, ]lis hicad on lus bauds. He
neyer turticd, did not apîîcar ta notice tic ncw arrivais
or pa>- the sliglitest attention ta tlîeir iiveiicuits any
more than if the>- liad not cxistcd. Tiey addressed
hiiii. lIc still sit nîationlcss as tliaugh> lie did nat lîcar.
As tluey appraachied miarer, tlîcy pcrccived ta tlîcir sur-
prise that lus long liait- and luis w-hale body werc streani-
ing %vitli w-ater and yet tlîis maisture did not w-et tue
sand or -ive risc ta any steami.

"'llristi ! This is, indecd, droil. A curiaus farce,
iii truth " cricd anc ai the nien. Il Do yau rcmiark, coin-
rades, iliat ulîls large fîre tlîrows forth no lîcat?"

My gra'îdfitlier w-as as brave as the King's sw-ord, the
gaod miai, ba lit snatclued up a picce ai bark and thrcw
it it the flaies;- tiien as lus conîr-dcs pcrceiv-ed that
it "as not consiinîed, thcy regardcd eaclî otlier w-ith
cycs i)iggcr tlîan thecir luc.îds and acktaw-lcdgcd thiat
litre tue>- hid ccrt-uuiy lourd sonmetliîg ai the Most
iiuarvellous,-.

l'This is nat cutcrtaining. Silice this dunil sa.vagc
aplîcars niot ta desire aur company, wc rna as wc11 de-
part. 'l'ic hoiy saints !)rcscn-1 us, l faîucy an cvii 0(lOr
of brimstone lingers on the air," said 1ukcs Boudrcau.

As tli>- w-ere gcettiîng ita tlueir canot, muy graindfitlier
cri e(, 0 Z

IIf wl: tell this tale to to thcls, they will uwock
and laugli an. ti.i, the>- will refuse ta believe, they "-iii cail
us cowar(ls, and that i% tluc poarsn. ai ail trades. Let us
tliei carr- aw-a> î%-itli us a brand froni tItib diabuiicai fit-e
as cvidjnce ai the trutlî oi aur star» -'

Xou rail figure ta >-aurseif tic astonishnient ai the
voyageutrs w-li w-et-e agerly aw-aiting the returs i oftlcir
conirades as thcy listcnedà ta tiiis niarvellouis recital.
The picce ai "-ood uhli still seeid to bc burning and
yet w-as neyer con-unicd "-as Iîisscd lromn lîatd ta
lîanîd and carefilly exaiiuiied , evcryonc would look an.
and tonu il. Suddciîly a fearful ,îaisc, a veritable sica
kona (ati Indiati î'ord signifying terrible confxusionu, infer-
uI] at-sic> w-as hîcard. At the sanie instant an enaor-
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