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THE LATE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD.

Oa the ovening of Saturday, the sixth day
of June, 1891, Sir John A. Macdonald, Promier
ot Canada, died at his residenco in Ottaws, aftor
a brief sickaess, which from its first attack
seomad. in defianco of medical skill, to indicate
o fatal result.

Seldom in the history of any country has the
doath of one mo beon of such ominous import
to tho people thereof, as is the death of the
right honorable gentleman to the people of
Csuada at tho preseat timo, for his loss brings
with it doubt ani uncertainty about the future
of Cunada as a nation,

The biography of Sir Johu Alexander
Maclonald will erc long be a story of al.
most every Canadian fireside, but at preseat
we are ma3t iuterested in the points therein,
connected with the political history of the
Dominion.

Bora in Glasgow, Scotland, on the l1th of
January, 1815, John A. Macdonald came with
his father’s family to Canada in the sunmer of
182), a1d losated in Kiagstoa  There he re-
ceived his education and training in law, aud
at the age of 21 entered business life as a mem-
ber of the bar, In 1814 he was clected Member
of Parliameant for Kingston, and in 1847 he ac-
cop*ed the portfolio of Raceiver General in the
Draper adminiatration, but was soor afterwards
sent with his colleagues iato opgositivn, there
to remaia for a number of years This was evi.
dently the period during which his views of
Canadian politics concentrated and crystallized
and during tha balance of his life we fiad him
equally opposed to extrems Toryism and equal.
averse to the views of radical rcformers. It is
just possible that evea at that early time he en.
tertained his ficst hopes of a great Canadian
Counfederation, such as he has lived to rule over
almost as an autorat, and at the same time by
the voice of the people. His separation from
Sir Allan Macnab aud his witra Tory following
in 1836, aud a decide later his nnion of forces
with George Brows, out of which union was
born confederation as it now exists, all go to
show that the union of ths colonies of North
America in one vast Dominion was at firat pos-
sib'y only the dceam, but ere long the great
hope of the statesman who has just passed away
from amongst us.

When in 1867 Confederation became a fact,
the honor of forming the first ministry, and
with it tho honor of kaighthood were bestowed
upon Macdonald, and fcom its birth until the
day of his death, with only five years of excep-
tion he bas held the position of Diminion Pre-
micr. His career in public life from that date
to his death is too woll knowa to require a re-
record in these columuns at present.

It is only now at his death that the great
mss of the people of Canada begin to realize
the importance of hia existonce and rule to the
Dominion. In his early political life he wan
the careful nurse of overy hope of Canadian
unity, and in later life he has besn the equally

careful nurso of that accomplished unity.
Maoy have quostioned the policy, or it may bo
said tho changes of polisy, by which the work
of nursiug has bean carried oo, but fow will
question his object ia viow, and none can deny
tho tenacity with which he has held to it.
Since confederation he has cudeavored to nurse
a Canadian national sentiment, and the work
has not been an casy one, with a people 8o prac-
tical, and with so litt'e space in their character
for anything that can Le considered pure senti-
ment. Surrounded with anomalies, and assay-
ing to hold together wich som._thiag like na.
tional ties a number of discordant eloments,
and a collection of provioces with intorests dif-
feriug groatly in most iastances, and in some
diametrically opposite.  Race prejudice, re-
ligious rancour, and the more substatntial dif-
feronces of conflicting trade intorest had all to
be met and dealt with, and it was simply im-
possible that in dealing with such, strict justice
could always bo abided by, and yot to avoid
the injustice done at times and preserve Con-
fedoration seemed almost impossible. As Pre-
mier of the Dominion, surrounded by a number
of grecdy provinces, jealous of cach other be-
yond measure, he was in much the same posi.
tion as the Siberian traveller of our boyhood
story, throwing to the wolves t> keep them
at bay. Sometimes throwing worthless allure-
ments, and at othors rich pris:s as the situation
demanded ; and it is only natural to infer,
that too often the strongest and most auda-
cious wolf fared best, while the weaker or more
timid ones had to suffur undeservedly.

Sir Joho, as we familiarly called him evi-
deatly depended much upon the support of that
class who lovked forward to the building up of
a great nation of the north, and that this class
i3 not more numercus at tha present time may
bo duse largely to the fact that the attainment
of greatness could only be held out as a distant
hope. Alluring though it might be, it was
still only a hope, and at the present time, with
some five millions of population sprinkled over
half a continent, the hope may be to miny not
ouly distant but hazy and indefinite. But to
Canadian unity coupled with loyalty to Great
Britain he stood unflinchingly, and through
whatever tortuous course the details of his
policy might drag him he never for a moment
forsook these two principles.

Among the details of his policy most severely
criticized by his opponents are his trade and bhis
financial policies. That the former was only a
temporary arrangement Sir John admitted often
during life, and that it produced an artificial
state of affairs is evident from the patching and
tinkering it requires each session of Parliament.
His fioancial policy it is too soon to criticise.
That it is a policy of ioflation, which may on-
tail heavy burdens upon posterity is beyond
doubt, but time will tell whether .or uot this
inflation is justifiable.

That Sir John A. Macdonzald met with so
much success in political life in later years, may
be due less to the wisdom or juetice of his pol-
icy than to a personal magnetism which he
possessed, as great evidently as that said to
have been possessed by the first Napoleon. Af-
fable and upassuiying in private life ; destitute
of personal cupidity or selfishness, and gifted

with & power of reading human naturo, such
as few even great mon have possessed, ho was
just tho man to be accepted as a lcador by chat
numorous class who follow a person in prefor-
enco to a principlo. It « as thus that his per.
soual powoer bacamo so great, and that with the
voico of the people, ho was almost as muchan
autocrat in the last decado of his life as tho
Czar of Russia, and his feliow ministers were
more like students around an old instructor,
than colleagues with him in o cabinet. Hehad
nursed confederation from its birth, and in the
closing yoars of his lL.fe he stood like the flag
staff of Canadian Unity, from whose halyards
the flag of Confederation floated .

It is now that Sir John is dead, that tho
davger of his personal rule becomes plain. The
Dowinion furnishes at presont no >,
who possesses the clements of power within
himself, and we must leave personal rule, and
pass under a more purely representative one,
and while affairs are thus adjusting themselves
to the now circumstances, many a startling
change may take place, and amid the possiblo
changes there will undoubtedly be circumstan.
ces which will test and try the statbility of the
institutions nursed into life by the gresatest
of [Canadian statesmen, who has just passed
away.

Future gencrations will know but little of
Sir John A. Macdonald beyond his connection
with the history of Canada, but there are thous-
ands of the present generation in whose hearts
and memories he will live and find love if not
reverence on account of his social qualities. A
Tory in politics, he was socially a Democrat
among Democrats. He had no social failings
which could be considered crimes or even great
faults, the worst of them were but weaknesses,
and of these he had just suflicient to endear

him to all who met him socially ; for the com-
mon herd of mankind sympathize with, and
would hide the weaknesses of great men, look-
ing upon them merely as proofs that greatness
is not exempt from the defects of human vature,
The austere demi-god ‘may force admiration aud
respect from human kind,but he can never com.
mand their affestion. The rising generation
will hear many a quaint story of the great Pre-
mier, and perceive through those tales some
of the keen wit embodied in the character of
the man, for wit and humor of the keenest kind
and quaintest description he psosessed in a high
degreo; and those who were most intimately
associated with him in his every day lifesay,that
often when the affairs of state brought the most
care, and wore the most serious aspect, call-
ing very naturally for staid solemnity on the
part of him who manipulated thewm, Sir John's
sengo of humor was kcenest, and kis jokes most
ludicrious. Even in Parliamentary debate the
chance of cracking a joke he seldom let slip,
and bis humor thus applied added in no small
degreo to his power asa debater. While thus

never al'owing the gravity of business to sil.
ence his humor, he was equally carefull never
to allow the exuberance of his humor to mar
his business. Summivg him up it may be con- .
cluded that socially he will always bo most
powerful in the headts of those who Were inti-
mate with him personally, while to those of the
future who will never meet him, he will stand
out in bold relief as ono of the most stalwart, if
no. the most stalwart figure in Canadian his-
tory of the present century.




