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WINNIPEG, JUNE 15, 1891.

THE L&TE SI& JOHN A. IIIAOONLD.
O.a theoecnleg of Saturday, the sixth day

of June, 1891. Sir John A. Macdonald, Premier
ot Canada, dicd et bis residenco in Ottawa, aftor
a briaf siokness, whicb froin its firat attack

ûesm9d. in defiacce of madical skili. te indicato
a fatal resuIt.

Soldera in the bletery of any country ba% the
doaitl of oe n in boa n of auOh o'ninouE. import
te tha people tbereef, as le the dcath of the
rlght honorable gentleman te tho people ot
Ctntda at tho presnt timo, for bis boa briegs
with it doubt an 1 uncertainty about the future
of Canada ai, a nation.

The biography of Sir John Alexander
Macloeald wii erû long bo a story of at-
most, avery Canaidian fireside, but at present
wa are mut iuteresteul in tha points therein,
connec&ed with the political history cf the
Dominion.

Bora in Glasegow, Scetland, ce the lith cf
Jaeuary, 1815, John A. Macdonald came with
bis fathar'a tamily te Canadi in the su-nmer ot
1S2), a id IociteI in Kingston Thora bo re-
ceived bis edocatioe aud training le law, aud
at the age of 21 enterad business lita as a muea-
bercf the bar. le 1814tho wan eected.NMemtber
of Pariiamont fer Kingston, and in 1817 ho ao-
cepted the portfolio cf Riceivor General in the
Draper adminiatration, but wan soor afterwards
sant with bis colleaguoq into opposition, thora
te remaie fera numb-r cf ye2rs This wan evi.
dently tleî period during wbicli bis views et
Canadian polities concantrated and crystallized
and durieg the balane ofe bis lite we find hlm
eqn ily cpposed te extremaq Turyiein and equal.
averàa te tho vievs ef radical rctornars. It la
juit possible that aoceat thatearly tine hbean.
tertainel bis fir.st hopas cf a great Cacadian
Contederation, sncb au ha hi% lived te rule over
almont as an aut)orat, and at the samne tirna by
the veica cf the people. His sepaainto
Sir Allae Miîeab and bis idira Tr flowc
in 1856, and a dec ide lacer bis union cf forces
wjth George Browi, eut et wbich union wau
bore contederation as i' now existe, ail go te
show tlut the union cf thý3 conien cf North
Americi le cne vast Daminion was at firat pos-
bil'y cely tbo dream, but ara long the great
boec ut the statennan wbobas jcttpassed away
fcein amoogst us.

When le 1867 Conederatigtc bacame a tact,
the bonor cf formieg the firat miniatry, and
%vith it tho honor of knigbtbood ivere bestowed
upon Macdonald, and frein its birth until tbe
day cf bis dcath, with only five years et excep-
tion lie bas hatd the position et Diminion Pro-
inier. His carasa je public 115e frein that date
te bis death is tee wvoll keowe ta require a re-
record le thana columes at presont.

It is cely now at is death that tha great
in tss cf the peopleocf Canada begin te reallzo
thc importance cf bis existence and rote te the
Domninioe. Ie bis aarly politicat lite he wai
tht. careful nurse cf oery hope cf Canadian
unity, and ie luter lite be bas been tho equaliy

careful nurse cf that accomplished unity.
Many bave qiîcstioned tha pollcy, or it may ho
said tho changes of peîioy, hy whloh the work
cf nuraig bas basn carried on, but few will
question bis abject in viow, and noce can deny
the tenaeity wlth whloh hoe lins held te IL
Since confederation ha bas euduavered te nurse
a P anaau nitienal sentiment, and the werk
bas net beeu un easy oe, witlî a people se prao.
tical, and with se litt1b spaca ie their charactar
fer anytbieg that cao bo conidered pure santi-
ment. Surrotieded with anomalies, and rusnay-
icg ta hold together wi.h soin.tbîag lake na-
tional tics a numbor cf discordant elaments,
and a collection cf provinces with intereste dit.
feriog greatly le mit instances, andl le semae
diamotrie.ilIy opposite. Rice prejudice, ra-
ligloas rancour. aed the more aubstatetial dit-
tereccet, ef confiictlng trade intoret bced ai te
ha met aed dealt with, aed it was siuîp!y In-
possible that le dealirîg with such, strict justice
could alîvcys hcabcidad by, and yat te avoid
the injustice doceta times acd preiserve Cen-
fedaration seened aimant impossible. As Pre-
mier et tha D.jmicion, serreucded by a nuinher
of greedy provinces, jasious et eaeh other ba-
yocd measure, hie was le mucb the naina posi.
tien as the Siberian travaller et cur boybcod
story, tbrowisig ta tha wclvos tD keap thera
at bay. Sonatines tbrowicg wortblesa allure.
mente, ced ait others rich pris!s as the situation
demanded ; and it is only natural te inter,
that tee afte the strongeat and mont cade-
clous wolf fared beat, white tha weaker or more
tmmid cees had te suiffr unideservedly.

Sir John, an we faîmiliarly calad hlmi evi-
deeîly depeeded much upen the support et that
cass wbo louked fcrward te the building up ot
a great nation of tha nortb, aed that this clans
is net more numercus at tli's prestnt time may
ba due lcrgely te the tact that the attaiement
of grectes cauld cnly bo hfid eut as a distant
hiope. Alluring tbougb it miglît bc, it was
still oely a bopa, and at the preseet tima, with
saine five millions cf population sprieklad over
hait a continent, the hope may ha te mi iny net
oely distant but bazy acd indefinite. But te
Canadian unity coupled witb loyalty te Great
Britain ha stecd unflicchingly, aed througb
wbatever tertueous course tha datails of bis
pciicy migbt drag hlm hae neyer fer a moment
forscok theno two principle3.

Anong the details et bis peiicy ment saverely
criticized by bis eppenents are bis trada and bis
financiat potiotes. That the fermer waa ecly a
tenuperary arrangement Sir John admitted otten
during lite, and thtt it produced n artificial
stateofe affaira is evideet t ram the patchicg and
tiokering it req uires eacb session et Parliament.
Ilis fleancial poiicy it is tee soon te cri ticise.
That it is a policy et inflation, wbicb may on-
tail heavy bordons upon pcntority i3 beyond
doubt, but tiins will teil whetber .or et thie
inflation in justifiable.

That Sir John A. MacdocalId met with se
mucli succe-sa je political lite le later years, înay
be due leua to the windoin or juotice et bis; poî-
icy ±bain te a personai mcgnetismn wbich ha
posgssed, as great ovidently as that said te
have be posasmed by the firet Napoleon. At.
fable snd una.ssuw.iog in private lite ; destitu te
et personal cupidity or seilsbhness, and gitted

with a power ef readiag human nature, such
as few aven great mon bava possesaed, ha was
just the man te bcacccepted as a leader by chat
numeraun clites wbo fcllow a person in proer.
ecce te a prineipla. It ast thon that bis par.
souaI powar becana se great, and that with tha
veice et the people, ha wasa dînent as much ce
cutecrat le tha lait decade of bis lite ns tha
Czîr et Rusais, acd bis feliow micistars %vara
more like studente arouod an old Icatrooter,
than colleaguos wiîhhbulea cabinet. îlehait
nursed contedaratian trom its birtb, snd le the
closicg Vears of bis late ho steai liko the flag
staff et Canadian Ueity, frein wbose balycrds
the fitg of Ceetedaration floated.-

It la now that Sir John in dcad, that the
danger cf b is personal rula baconien plain. The
Doîminion furcishes et presant ne auccetao,
who possesses the clamants cf power witbin
himesaît, ceni ve muntI lave personal rule, and
pas under a more purely reprenentative eue,
and white affairs are thon cdjuntieg themnselven
te the naw cIrconstances, m cny a atartiing
change miy take place, aed amid the possible
changes thora wvill uedoobtedly ha circonstan-
ces which will test and try the statbility ef the
institutions nursed inte lita by tha greatest
et *Canadien etatesmeni, wbo han just pnsse<t
away.

Future generatians will know but littia of
Sir John A. Macdonald beyond his ceccectice
with the history et Canada, but 1 bero ara thoun-
amis et the prenant gencration le wbose baest
and moeories hae will live ced find lave if not
revareece en accout et Mas social qualities. A
Tory le peltcs, ha was saeiaily a Democrat
among Democrats. Ha bad ne social failiegs
wbich could hoe ccnsidered crimes or aven groat
fau Ifs, tua worst cf thena wero but weakcesses,
and et these ho bcd junt sufficieet te endear
bim te ail whe muet hlm seciclly ; for the con-

mon bord ot mankind sympathize with, and
wculd bide the weakneaaes cf grcat mec, leck-
iog upon thon merely ns proots that greateets
is net exempt trein the defects ot bomne nature.
The austere demi-god'Imay force admiration sud
respect tram buman kind,but hae eau nover coin-
mand their affeution. The rising generation
will hear maey a quaint stery cf tho great Pre-
nier, and perceive through thoeo tales eomne
et the keen wit embadied ini the character ef
the man, fer wit and humer cf the keeneat kind
and quainteat dasoription hae paosess-d ie a high
degrea; and thoeo wbo were ment ietinately
asaeciated with hlm le bis overy day lite say,that
often svben the affaire et state breugbt the mont
care, sud woro the ment serions apezt, cati-
ing very naturally fer staid solemeity on the
part et hlm, ivh maeipulated tbaîn, Sir John's
scon ef hunmer wan kenest, and bis jokes mont
ludicriaus. gî'cn ie Parliamentary debate the
chance et cracking a joka ho seldon lot slip,
and bis humer thus appiied added lu ne stmml
degre te bis power an a debater. White thon
neyer at'owieg tbe gravity of business te sil-
ence is humer, hae wns equally carefuil nover
ta shlow the oxuberaceof eti humer te muar
his busiecaîs. Summiog hlma up it inay ha con-
ciuded that seciallv ho wvill always ha niant
powerfnt le tho haa t ot these wbo výere inti-
muate with hlm personally, white te thuse ot the
future whe will nover mcet hlm, bo will stand
eut in bold relief as eue et the mont statwart, if
ne.. the Most staloeart figure ie Canadian bis-
tory et the prenant century.


