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SOME STATISTIOS ON THE PULP TRADE.
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fwHE  wood pulp industry  did not
figure in the census of 1871, show
g that 1t was then an unknown
feature of Canada’s manufacturing,
In 1881 the invested capmtal
amounted to $92,000, the wages to
$15,720 and the product o $o3,
300.  With the census of t8y2
came an cnormous merease. The
ivested capital was $21,000,907, the wages were $292,099, and
she value of the product was 055,810, The product i 1891
was 201,185 cords. In the decade from 1881 to 1841, the
captal mvested has increased fifty-fold,

*
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The evports of wood pulp have also shown a rapud and
steady metease. The article did not appear i the Customs
returns of 188¢, but the subsequent years are as follows

UL PN\PORIS,

Fival vear of 1840 $ So,003

" o 1891 188,198
i . 1802 219,348
“ . 1593 380,092

But stadl greater are the eapotts of wood for making pulp, as
the following talile wall show

TNCORIS OF WOOr TOR 1Ue,
Pagaeret BN Lt B,

Fainval vear of 1843 $1454.253 $1,640
' * 182 . 353.393 ..
- . 1891 280,619 e
" ' 1Ngo. . 108,180 300

Flus should, of course, e manufactured in Canada, but the
Governient has not seen fit to move in the matter. On the
2oud of September, 1892, an order of the Quebee Exeeutive
Connal forbade any hoide. . 7+ license 1o cut timber, 1o cut
am oz at st were not made into shingles in the Provinee of
Quebce s as steely precedent cnough, I the vanous
Provtmal governments would follow the same rule, there
woula be po trouble. Hutaf the general authonties that s the
Feede tal Government, would move in the matter, - would he
mae b better than tiusting to seven smaller authonues.

*
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Phe United Mates Government has changed the duty on
pulp trom $2.50 on wood pulp, and $6 or $7 on chemieal pulp,
1o a straght ad valotem duty of 10 per cent. Bstunaung the
value of wood pulp pes tonat §14, the duts would thus be $1.40
perton. W33 e ton the duty on chenueal pup would be
$4.30 perton. Thus mas be casily seen that the United SMates
recognrzes the value of this voung trde, Tt knows that wood
pulp manufactunng s yetmats anfancy, that its growth wall be
tapred, and the cauntry that conttols it will be greatly ennched.
It Xnons that In retunmg a heavy duty t can prevent the
growth of nnils among the Canadian spruce forests, and foree
the manutactuters of 1t the Umited Mates to give employment
to thousands ot Umted States laborers, Wall the Canadian
Government stand ndlv by and see Canada tobbed of one of 1ts
st prounsng dustnes ?

*
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Of cotttse, the tree trder would say - I the industey s a
suable one for the country at will grow upan spite of adverse

tarfis.”  The man that says this tells something that he knows
s untrue, or, o he thinks it true, something which is the result
of a defective reasoning power. “Pariffs are a nuisance always,
and a necessity sometimes.  But wherever they enist they affect
ttade amd trade channels.  Tariff legislation js something which
must be studied apart from pure political cconomy and its abso-

lute principles.

*
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The forest arca of Canada is sery large, and its wood is very
valuable,  The last Statistical Year Book (189 3) estimates Can-
ada’s area of forest and woodland at 3,313,047 square miles, or
nearly two billion acres. “This is protably an overestimate,
but Canada has certainly a billion acres of forest. Now for
somie comparisons of areas:

Vrtes ot Fonest,

Norway ... 19,288,020
Sweden . 34.480,000
Belgium 1,243.507

Austria
Hungan

24,172,300
18,777,771

Ruwia .. e 498, 200,000
Canada . .. 1,000,000,000
* * *

The manufacturing which Canada should encourage 1s that
i which nature has best fitted her toeacel. But, unfortunately,
her legislators scem bound she shall excel in those for which
nature has made no arrangements whatever, With a forest area
like Canada possesses, the country should be full of turning
wheels, buzzing saws and wellpaid laborers in the lumber in-
dustry.  Instead of that these forests are being depleted to keep
busy the wheels and saws of other countries,

*
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Last vear Norway and Sweden sold in Great Britain 17 5,938
tons of wood pulp, the value of which was over $4,000,000.
Canada shipped 7,870 tons to Great Britain lastyear. Tt might
be trebled in 1894, i the Govermment would meet 1ax with tax,
and place Canadian pulp manafacturers in as favorable a pos-
tion as their compretitors i the Republic to the South,

*
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The Bulletin du Musee Commercial says the year 1893 was
A4 veny favorable one in Narway for manufacturers of wood pulp,
the prices on the average having been four kroner (gs. 57 :d.)
higher for wet pulp, and cight kroner (Ss. 1o2:d.) higher for
dry than they were in the preceding year. Purchasers hastened
to place therr orders, and at the commencement of the year the
quantities sold amounted 10 130,000 tons.  The demand having
agamn ncreased, the wood pulpsyadicate realized that the redue
tion of the production to the extent of 337 per cent., which
was pnmarily fined upon, was too great, and at a mecting, which
was held in May, the mavimum reduction was fised at 2303 per
cent., but in spite of this prices continued to nise. “Towards
the end of the year small quantities which wete available were
sold at 55 kroner{ 4.3 1510 3d.), and 100 kroner (45 11812 :d))
per ton respectively for pulp wet and dry.

For the current year the greater part of the production is
already sold st remuncerative prices. The improvement which
has manfested atself in the Norwegian wood pulp industry has

",




