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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Woman's work and wajes is an ever interesting topic, bul when we
hear of a Halifax firm uying to obtain the services of a young lady
to write shorthand, do type-writing, keep booksand play the piano for the
salary of $4 s week we think the work part overbslances tho wages. We
hope there is no young lady in Halifax possessed of tho preceeding accom-
plishments, so bard up for work as to accept such asituation. Four dollars
a week can scarcely be called remunerative in any case, but when so many
requirements are demanded the sum is ridiculous.

The victory obtained by Lieut. Grant with a forc= of Ghoorkas over
4,000 Manipuri natives, armed with guns, on April Gth is a good beginning.
1f the Britieh forces follow this up the outbreak will soon bz crushed. The
Chief of the Manipuri's side of the story is that the British attacked bis
pulace, massacred his soldiers and their women and children. They threw
living women and children into the flames of their burniog houses, and dese-
crated temples. Therefore be killed the Chief Commissioner‘s party, which
was composed of Commissioner Quinton, Colonel Skene, Licut. Simpson
and the civilians, Messra. Cosseus, Grimwood and Melville, Itis extremely
unlikely that the British acted io this manuner. It savors more of the Chicf's
own mode of prccedure.

The public spirit of Mr. John Lovell is much to be commended. He
has just compiled an historical report of census of Montreal taken in
January of this year. The population of Montreol is placed at 211,302, of
which 110,098 are females and 101,204 are males. This gives a prepon-
derance of 8,894 women. The Cstholics number 155,511, Protestants 53,
835, and the Chinese 28. There are also 923 Jewesses and 1,005 Jews.
Six adjacent towns sre included in the report, which appears to be very full
and explicit. We have seen it stated in a Montreal paper that the work
contaiuns some inaccuracies, but this is almost upavoidable, and we have
few, if any, similar works free from mistakes. It is an expensive undertak-
ing, and Mr. Lovell deserves the cncouragement cf the public, not only in
this work, but in the briogiog out of a gazetteer and history of Canada,
w-hich he has hitherto failed to do for want of sufficient means.

The majority of the electors of Halifax scem to regard civic electinns as
nuisances and would not vote unless, as is actually the case, they were driven
to the polls. The good old days when cilizens who were clected asaldermen
refused to sorve and manfully paid the fice imposed, have gone never to
return.  Now the man seeks theoflice, and months before there is a vacsucy
has made his canvass and pledged a large number to his support, Whena

6| Halifax. But what is the use of writing on this subject.

comest arises, and the pledged have time t) think the matter over, they find
that the man they have bound themselves to support is entirely unfit for
the position, but they have given their word and generally adupt on: of
two courses—vote for the man they know is unfit for the office or disappear
on election day and shitk voting altogether. It is surprising how many
adopt the latter course, and lo make matters worse they are generally the
most enlightened of our citizans. Look at our streets, our sidewalks, our
sewerage system, our public works aud our sanitary arrangements and see if
they arve not adisgrace to us. The strect~ and sidewalks near the residences
of our city fathers or where they have pr perty to dispose of absorb the
greater part of the wurd appropriations, and may be pointed out ae sauples
of what should be, bat otherwise we know of no worse paved city than
{al . We kunow that
civic affairs are mismanaged, that incompetent men and dishonest men sit
in the Council, and that we have the power to ramedy all this, but with an
apathy that is almost hopelers we talk and do not act. Some day a Tweed
scandal in a smaller way will arouse us, bat meantime let us drift quietly
on the rocks.
The management of the Springhill relief fund is not giving satisfaction
to those who generously gave of their means to help the bereaved. A
special committee, consisting of the Mayor, Town Council and the clorgy-
mon of Springhill, and the trustees of the Cumberland Railway and Coal
Compaoy relief fund, was immediately formel after the explosian to issue a
call for help, A. McLeod was appointtd secretary and Mayor Hall tressurer.
It was intended that ail money paid in should be, under the direction of
this committee, used for the relief of sufferers from the explosion, bat it
sppears now that the Secretary of the Cumberland Riilway and Coal Com-
pany has complete control of the funds, to the exclusion of the members of
the committee, and that the money is not being used as the givers expected
and wished. ‘This is a pity, but there is still time to have the management
of the fund restored to the general committee and rexain the confidence of
the public. Irf any trouble, cr failure to effect the objzct desired at Spriog-
bill, were to occur ihere would be scrious difficulty in persuiding the
generous public to contribute again in a likecass. The-Rav. David Wright,
of Springhill, wrote to the Halifax Chronicle of last Saturday denying that
there was anything wrong about the management of the fund, but ssalarge
number of people are still dissatisfied we trust immediate action will be
taken by the joint committee towards keeping the money recently con-

tributed for the benefit solely of the sufferers by the explosion, and not for
future possible accidents.

\. ¢ understand that 2 gentleman is at present in Halifax gathering
material for an illustrated guide to the city, which is to be printed and bound
in the most artistic style. It will resemble a pretty little work devoted to
one of the Canadian cities, which has recently appeared and been much
admired. Such a book is greatly needed, us previous sttemp!s in this line
cannot bo cslied successful, and they have parlaken too much of an sdver-
tising character, IHslifax—no, not Halitax, but the vicimity of Halifax, is
most beeutifu), far, far more beautiful than our unappreciative population
has avy idea of. Ilslifaxians have not the requisite inclination to study fine
landscapes or do not know where to look for such features, and likewise—
a thing which we sincercly wish could not be said—they sadly lack that
love for nature which makes sound any judgment relative to these matters.
Our scepery differs from that of Europe, we grant, but this constitutes no
defect. Fora certan style of beauty the former cannot he surpassed.
Probably it is not grand—not brazzn-faced, if we may be pardoned the
harsh word—but it is so lovely, and the paruicular places which most
deserve such praise are very numerous. We speak from experience- Much
of the foreign scenery, so admired by tourists, i3 more curious than, in 2
strict sense, beautiful. Its praises are sung by sight-scers who largely
follox fashion and the guide-book. The succeeding extract, presonted with
an apology to those who dislike verse, is from some lines describing a scenc
not seven miles from this city. We have frequently visited the plasce and
are aware that the author represents it truly, and we presume he knew what
be was writing about when he introduced his comparisons:

“T havo feasted mine eyes on thy beautics, @Qveca,

Havo drank of thy witchioy charms, lovely Lough Greino;

Havo trembled bebolding thy fall, Pool ua Pooka,

Aund alinost knelt down to adore tace, Lako Leine,

O Naturo, of all thy delights 1've partaken?

With thy scenes all iny dreains of enchantment entwine !
But I never till now saw a sceno that could wakon

A throb of cmotion so purely divioe.”

Come, fcllow citizens, sco the good things which are around you and cease
thinking 1hat charming landscapes can only be found in distantlands. We
suppose our scenery is like the prophet whois not without honor save in

kis own country,
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