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HOME AND FARM.

Thia department of THE CRITIC in devitod excluaively to the {nterests of the Farmera
in the Maritime Provincea, Contribut’ons upon_ Aricultneal toples, nr that in any way
relate to Farm life, am conlially fusited Neway noten of Parmers’ gatherings or
Grango meetivgs will o promptly inrerted  Farmers' wives and danghtent shenld make
thiv department in Tue Criric o medinm for the exchauge of {deas on such twatters as
more directly affeet them,

Tue Use or SaiT ox Laxn.—The usa of salt as a fertilizer may bhe
questioned, but that it is of advantage to crops grown on light soils is beyond
Jispuw. Many farmers who are familinr with its use claim that the preju-
dico againat it hias arisen from the want of knowledgn of how to apply it,
or wore propetly from applying it to nnsuitsble soils, or at unseasonable
times, The farmor that uses salt upon hoavy, cold, wet land, need not
expect 1o see any rosults from it ; but if he will try it on well-dmined light
soils at the proper time, ho will be surprised at tho results, [f salt, say
from two to thres harrels to the acro, be scattored on the land hefore the
manure i8 pread and ploughed in, its chemical cliect will he to separate or
pulverize tho Jumps of eatth, and thus the plaut-life will have additional
food fiom which to dmw nonrishment. A farmor in Ohio, Wwho has raised
onions from the aame pieca of land for forty two consecutive years, says that
his first exporience in using sult, led him to discredit its advantages, hut
that he afterwards found that his failure had been entirely duo to his hav
ing seattered the salt just a3 the yor u;z ovion: plants wero showing themselves
alove the ground.  Of course, the salt hilled them, as it would any yuurg
plant lifo; but he tried it the following year. allowing the planta time to
grow hardy and strong heforo sprinkling the salt over the soil.  From ten
to fifteen daya will ho time enough for all puactical purposes, and if then
spplied, the yield wounld be materially inereased.  Four 1un out pasture land,
slt i3 universally acknowledged 1o bo vno ot the best immediate testurs-
tives. 1f you doubt this, take a halfacre lot in your spring pasture, sprinkle
frum one and a-hulf to two burrels of salt upon it, and then note the result ;
first, the salt will pretty thoroughly kill out the weeds ; socond, the grass
will be richor and moro succulent ; aud third, the cattle will prefer grazing
on the salted lot to any other portion of the pasturc.

Strawnerny Currrak.—lu Kings, Anpapolis, and Queons Counties,
strawberry culture hus proved most profitable to those who have gone into
the business on ap extensive scale, From Kingsand Annapolis strawherries
aro shipped to Halifsx and St. John, und to the towns along tho line of the
railway ; but the Queens County growers have to dopend chiefly for the sale
of their berries on the limited local wmarket, aud hence wa conld scarcely
supposo that thero was any mouoy to bo made in the businoss in that sec.
tion of the Province, although the strawbenies raized are large and of very
excellent flavor. If some cnterprising tmder in Liverpool, N. 8, would
buy up the strawberries, and forward them by steamer to the Hulifax and
Yarmouth markets, as well as to tho towns along the shore, the strawborry
growers of Queens might turn ahandeome penny in their business. Apropos
of strawberries and strawberry cnlture, a Nuva Scotian assures ud that straw-
berry groweis would double their crops if thoy were not so niggardly about
using wanure. He always puts on his own Jand at least 125 Jouds to the
acre, and he has picked during the scason from one acro 120 bushels of berries.
In New Englaud, where strawherry farming is carried on to perfection, 175
loads manure are frequently applied to onoe acre, and the yield is sometimes
150 bushels to the acre.  These are sold at from 2.00 to 23.50 per bushel,
averaging $2.50 per bushel, which is at the rate of $375 for a crop grown
ou uno acre. Wo venture to say that there are few farms which yield any-
thing approaching to this sum from many acres in other crops ; and so far
as we know, it can ounly be equulled by the acreage return of an apple
orchard in prime condition. )

Taxixe Ovr Stemrs.—Dear Critic,—Somo weeks ago, 1 noticed an
atticle in Tie Cretic as to the best means of taking out stumps. Waell,
Mr. Fditor, having had sume practical experience in clearing now lund, 1
think the method you referred to as fellowed in the United States, of bor
ing slanting holes, §lling them with cheap coal oil during the dry time,
allowing the oil to saturate the wood, and thop burning out the stump, is a
slow, uncertain method compared with brute force, which I tuke it, when
properly applied, will draw out a stump just as slick as a dentist would pull
out u tooth. The way 1 have been used to stumpivg land in this:—«1
take a block and tackle, fasten tho rope holding the block securely to ano-
ther stump; 1 then have two pieres of timber which 1 have for the purpuse,
fastened together A shaped, with one leg uear the point tv raise it higher
than the stump; this 1 pluce closo to the stump that I wish to pull out,
around which 1 fasten a strong chain ; the chain is carried over the timber
A in a groove near tho point, and to it I fasten a stroug wnanilla rope, which
I pass through the block, and then hitch my horse to it. When tho stump
is very large, 1 usvally cut away the biggor roots, but in most cases this is
unnecessary ; one, or if neods be, a pair of horses, will draw out tho stump
befure you can say “ Juck Robinson,” aug pull all the routs out with it two.
If youor any of your readers can beat me in stumping in this fashion, 1
should like to hear from them, as I have still thirty acres on wy Cutnberland
farm which 1 have to clear ; and if there is any easier method, 1 am open
10 conviction. Yours, A Youxc FarMer.

Carvations as Hovar-Prants ——All lovers of flowors, and how fou
there are who do not love to ses them, even if they do Dot care about the
trouble of growing them, will ho interested in the folluwing rewarksof a
correapondent of the Country Gentlemen :—

and admired by averybody. ‘Their flowers are showy, beautiful, of various
colors, deliciously fragrant, and produced all winter long, But young
plants are better than old ones, aud now is an excellent time to propagate a
lot of young planta for next winter's use, .

Propagate from slipa or cuttings Select robust, stout, atocky, short-
Jjuinted voung shoots ; pluck themn out of their sockets, shorten the loaves a
little, thon dibble the cuttings firmly into sand or sandy carth in pots or
boxes. Water modnratoly, shade from sunshine and keop away from frost,
Or just pull away soma stocky slips trom tho sides of tKe old plants and
dibble them firmly into the loam in the pots in which their parcnts are
growing. Somo ladies sct a sancer filled with water on a bracket or shelf
in asunny window, and lay the cuttings in the sawcer, and leaning on its
side with their ¢ feet” in the water.  \ spoouful of lonm in cach saucer
kenpa the cuttings in place, and helps them greatly when they begin to root.
Cuttings now will take 20 to 30 days to root (eatlior, thoy would take
longet)y nnd if the cuttings are poor to hegin with, many may not root at
all,  In greenhomses wo jusort our cuttings in rows in a shallow sand-bed
having a little bottom-heat, nnd we usually root most all of thom.

When the cuttings are nicely rooted, transplant them into small pots or
rhallow buxes filled with light rich earth, and keep thom growing, but in a
somew!.at cool temparature, till towards the end of April, then hatden them
off thoroughly and plant themn out, in early May, in the gurden, Piuch
them back two or threo times during summer, and lift and pot them in
September, using as small pots (ubout i-inch nsually) as you can well get
tho roots into, In the summer time, keep the 20il looso and clean about
them, and in dry weather give occasional hoeavy svakings. By lifting and
potting thein so carly as September, the plants have a good opportunity of
well filling thoir puts with roots before winter sels in, and this causes them
to hloom more freely. A little frost does not, apparently, burt thom, at the
same titnu it does not do then. any guod, hence after the firat of Octobar be
prepared to protect them. But if tho weather permits, they may be left
out-of-doors, in a warm, sheltered place till Nuvember.

Never let them suifer from want of water. If they are very thrifty, a
little wenk minnure water once or twice a weok in winter will help them ;
but if they aro delicate or look sickly, manure water will injure them.

If ureen fly or red spidor infest them, do not dabble in insecticides, Lut
lay the plants on their sides, and with a sponge and some soapy water wash
oft’ the vermin.

Among carnations there are many varieties. Tne following bebave very
well with mo: Hinay's White, white, often tinged with pivk; a large,
perfect flower. Portia, bright scarlet ; rather amall but of good form,
brillisnt, porpetual and long-stewnmed. Lydia, yellow-barred with crimson ;
often splits, and somatimes is a littlo refractory ; and Black Knight, crimson,
suffused with a brilliant glow. We have no pure yellow porpetual
carnation, but we have several among summer-blooming varieties.

All kinds of carnations aro easily raised from seed In the case of
smnmor-blooming sorts, we got a great variety in color, many full double
and beautiful. But in tho case of winter blossotus the results aro not so
satisfactory., In summer wo have plenty of room outside in our gardenm,
and can alford a iittle space for singles and half-doubles, but in winter our
window room is too pracious to fill with a lot of single or ragged carnations
that need just as much space and care as the choicest and prottiess doubles,

Cooxrp Foop ror Catree axn Honses —Among the improved practices
in agriculture which havo sprung up during tho past few years thero are but
few that are of greator importance, vt more usoful when properly applied,
than that of cooking and steaming food for live stock. Of the broad prin.
ciples on which the system rests a fow words may be aaid. The efficacy,
usefulness, and profit derived trom one food as compared with another
depends wholly upon the facility aud completeness of its asajmilation by
the animal, its completoness as a food ration, and its osse of Jdigestion. To
cook the food given to stock is to increase its facility 1 r assimilation, to, in
othor words, aid its digestion. 'That, speaking broadly, is the ono physiolo.
gical reason why the custom should be commended. But this is not the
only reacon, for others, of an ecunotsic nature, come in to give the system
a powerful aid and support. The farmer who has the facilities for cooking
food for his stock has, at the samo time, a very simple meana for giving
additional value to damaged hay, corn, mieal, or roots ; for it isa fuct that,
hy the opeintivn of covking or steaming, many of these damaged foods,
which wonld be otherwise useless, aro made into food of a decent kind.—

Farm and Home.

OAT StrRaw FOR FEEDINO.—Qat straw when fed in conuection with corn
and cottonseed meal {o cows or young stock is a valuable food. It may
also be fed to borses in part in place of hesy where much grain is fed
When the hay supply is scanty, and giain is relatively cheaper, straw may
bo advantageously used to save the liny.

ADVICE TO MOTHEERS. - Are yout disturbed at night and broken of your reat by a sick
child suffering ard crying with pain of Cutting Teeth? Tfxo send at once and get a bottle
of ** M. Winnluw's Soathing Sytup,” for Chbildren Teething. Its value ia incalculable.
It will relieve the poor little sutferer immediately. Depend upan it, mothers: there is no
mi-take about it It curcs Dysentery and Diarthwa, regulates the Stomach and Bawels,
cures Wind Colic, softens tho Gurox, reduces Inflanmation, and  ives tane and enentv to
the whale syatem. ' Mra. Winslow's Soatbing Syrup® for children teething is pleaant to
the taste and ia the prescription of one of the oldest and best fernale phvsicians and nurses
in the United States, and ix for aale by all drugyiste throughout the world  Prios tmz
five conts & Lottle. Be nireand ask for * Mne Wixstow's Soorxixe Sypce,”

no other kind.
A CARD
To all who aro sufferin, froin the errars and indiscretions of youth, nervous weakn
early decay, lowa of manhood, etc., 1 will send & recipe that will cure you, FREE 8%
CHARGER. This great remedy was discovered by a mis-lonary in South America, Send

“ Carnations are capital window plants, easy to grow, thrifty, copious,

a self-addreseat auvelops tn the Rev, Josern T. INMAN, Station D, Nao York City,
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