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FAI'TH AND PHILANTHROPY.

Some thoughts rrom « striking lecture given by Father Ryan at St. Peter's church
last Snuday evening. )

Waxt of faith is the radical defect of modern philanthropy in its
well-meaut offorts to elovate the masses and help the poor. * With-
out faith,” says St. Paul, * it is impossible to please God.” And
without faith, says experience, it 18 impossible to eflectually l_lelp
man. This faith that pleases God and helps man is divine faith.
Divine faith 1s tho belief of man in God, or the belief of man in
man a8 one of the mysteries of God. This faith is called divine be-
causge God igits origin and end. It comes from God and leads to God.
{t is beyond wman's nature and must come from above. It is beyond
man's unaided action, as it takes hold of the infinite. Because it is
beyond nature in it origin it must be infused. Becauso its object 13
God it is called theological. Though this virtue or habit cannot be
acquired by acts, 1t may be increazed by exercise when supernaturally
infused. Though God is the direct and immediate object of divine
faith, man, as an object of this sawme divine virtue, is not excluded.
Indeed the resson the second great precept, ** Thou shalt love
thy neighbour,” 15 like to the firgt, * Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God,” is precigely this, that the motive for loving, and, in a 2z
tain sense, the object loved is in each case the same, and that is, God.
But the God that is loved is not seen ; He is believed. He is seen by
the blessed in heuven, seen as Ilo is in Himself, and hence, in heaven
faith i3 imposgible. He i3 scen in His image oa earth, and beuce it
is that hife on earth is 8 life of Mith and merit, the only life
worth living. As the God that is lelieved in on earth is nnt
seen, the proper object of faith is the invisible. The only
object of modern philanthropy is the visible, the surface of things
that appear. It believes in what it sees and feels, the nutural, sensi.
ble, tangible, und so its science is what is called ** positive,”” and its
action what is called “practical.” Tlus rpositive, practical, science,
under the form of Humunitarianism is fast becoring the religion of
the day. It is the latest heresy, or rather it is the logical and com-
pound result of all the hevesies. It is the religion of literature,
science and art. It s very attractive, und very dangerous, but it won't
do. It fails evarywhere, but fails most where it should succeed best,
if it could suzcced anywhere, in its care of the poor. Beaing emin-
ently * practical ** 1t looks to the prasent, takes hold of the tangible,
sets to work at what it sees. It considers the masses, but has not
time to think of men, especially does it not stop to think of every in-
dividual man. I8 it quite sure there is no poverty that does not ap-
pear ? Is there no poverty of the mind and soul and heart? Man
is not all matter. e is not a machine, not even an eating machine,
mucl: less is he a part of the big maclhine, caulled the State. The
1nasses are not so many clods to be put out of the way of the car of
social progress. Nor are men even cogs to help the car in its onward
and upward course by being kopt clean and bright and well fed with
oil. You may make and break a machine, use and abuso it; you
may even admire it. But there is one thing you cannot do; youcan-
not reverepce1t. Now this ig the very first thing you must do with
a man if you would help him to any purpose. You must go down on
your knees, if you would stand him upon his feet again a living sonl.
But why should T go down on my knees tca man, and tc & poor msn,
a worthless man, to # man who has brought poverty, and ruin und
shame on himself and others. The only reason under heaven for so
domg is because I see in that man the creator or the Christ. But
have you no faith in Humanity, says Mr. Frederic Harrison, the hugh
priest of the * positive.” Not a particle. Humanity even with u big
H is a humbug.  You may talk about 1t, write about it, rave about it,
laugh ut it about the best thing to do with it ~but there is one
thing you cannot do - you cannot love it. And@ unless our practical
philanthrophist brings reverence and love with him in his visits to the
poor ho hiad better stay home with Hunanity, and give up trying to
help human beings who have hearts and souls. But is it sufficient to
consider tho poor heartz and souls and call on your purse of brotherly
love to do your whole duty to the poor? It 13 not. The most
dangerous side of modern philanthropy, of the religion off Humanity,
is its merely sentimental side, as wnay be seeu in Mr. Drummond’s

defective and very dangevous teaching. He says the grestest thing in
the world is love, and he professes to speak of the last of St. Baul's
trinity of theological virtues.

But the love of which Mr. Drummond speaks may be love without
faith, and whatever such love may be, it is certainly not the grentest
thing in the world. Once it was * faith alone ** now it is * lovo
alone.” Each is an error. As faith without love 18 dead, so love
without faith never began to live us it ought. Love without faith 1y
modern philanthropy at best. The atheistic revolution of the last
century gave to the world a trinity without God. ‘The religious and
agnostic revolution of to-day would iuvent a unity without God, und
ask the cinldren of men to worghip humanity. It is guite true human
nature is worthy of highest worship, but only the human nrwre that
is hypostatically united to the Second Person of the adorable ‘I'rn.
ity, the etornal word of God. It is alsu and consequently true, that
because the Sou ¢f God took to Himself the natuve ef man, all men
are destined and called to become children of God. And it is becanse
He who made His own the nature of all, is pleased to be represen-
ted in the porson of ench, that divine fuith 13 necessary to make plul-
anthropy effective. These are merely the first principles of Chns
tianity ; but i is well for Catholics to remember them now, when they
are denied or ignored in pulpit and press called Christinn. It wonld
be well, too, that our Catholic charitable und beneficial societies should
take as their motto that text of the inspired teacher of soc.al science.
** Blessod is he who understandeth concerning the needy and the poor.”
Hoe is not called blessed who tlks about the poor or writes nbout the
poor, or even prenches about the poor. Nor egain is he called blessed
who gives to the poor. But only he who by divine faith understunds
the problem of poverty. while by divine charity he endeavors to solve
it.  The inspired economist confirms his teaching by a simple appenl
{0 the Inst great dny : —

* Blessed is the man who understandeth concerning the needy and
the poor, for the Lord will deliver him on the last grent day.”” Wy
huve it on the highest authority that on that duy Faith will stund on
the right to receive the blessing, philanthropy on the left to bo with-
ered with » curse,

A MISSION FOR ITALIANS AT 'HE CATHEDRAL.

Tur missions at St. Michael's Cathudral have been especially blessed
this Lent. The mission to men was one of the most successful ever
given at St. Michael's, ns was evidenced by the large number envolled
in ti.e League of the Sacred Heart. ‘The womens' nugsion was, if
possible, even more successful. Thare wag a large attendance at the
morning and evening exercises ; and at the meeting of the Ladies'
League on Sunday afternoon the chapel was overcrowded, many were
unable to get in, and the number of new members went beyond count.
ing. In his paternal cure and solicitude for all the members of Ing
flock, the Archbishiop conceived the happy thought of & special migsion
for the Italinns of Toronto. His Grace is most fortunate in havig
two very active and zealous young priests, Rev. Fathers Cruise and
Coyle of St. Mary's Church, who were educated in ltaly, and who speak
Italian with the fluency and ease of the natives of that country. ‘Fhea
untiring young shepherdsjhunted up their stray sheep from all quarters
of the city, and gathered a varied and goodly flock into the cathedral
chavel during the past week. The evening exercises opened with the
boautiful and touching devotion of the Way of the Cross. A very pleas.
ing and most attractive featurein thig devotion at the Itahan mizsion
wasg congregational singing by the exiled children of the land of song.
Their simple faith and tender piety found {tting expression m the
soul-stirring, sorrowful melody of the Stalat Mater, while their Catho.
lic loyalty to the old Church’'s liturgy was shown 1n the ease and ovi-
dent intelligence with which they answered the Latin prayers. Con
sidering their varied and engrossing avocations, their attendance at
the mission was remnarkably good. The devoted young missioners
have much reason 1o be pluased with the success ef their efforts, and
His Grace the Archbishop will be able to gladden the heart of the
Supren e Pastor by assuring His Holiness that the children of Italy
are well cared for in Toronto.



