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nies without in any manner damaging futuve
supplics.— Leader.

Tho Loudon Spectator informs us that
‘* Admiral Yelverton's cruse from Cork
harbor to tho Tagus has furnished a partial
answer to the over.ciptious critics who
think small things of the modern seamen
and detest the modorn ship-of-war. Pracli-
cally the now fangled satlor, awded, by lus
potent ally in the engino room, and becavse
that ally leaves Jacl less dependent upon
wind and canvas, must be somewhat diffor-
entin his mannars and customs from the
old-fashioned salt who could go anywhere
and do anything 1o a coffin or & clipper. But
»wo have yet to learn that the new .raco of
sailors aro not as apt for their work as the
old, and aftaer all, aptness for the business
in hand is the ono thing needful.”
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CORRESPONDENCE.

—

The 1Xditor dars no’ hold himself vespon for
individual cxpress st of opinion {1 conemunis
catlons adidressed (v the VOLLNTEER REVIEW.]

T'o the Editor of the VoLUNTEER REVIEW,

Sir ;—I observe ina late issue of your
valuable Journal that tho possibility of the
whole foree of the Daminion being placed
in the field is looked upou as a fact, Now
the general acceptance of the phrase ¢ 40,-
009 men ' is this: tuat this number of well
equipped and treained, properly and effi-
ciently officered men, ave in readiness at
short notice to take the field against inva-
dors of our country, with a fair chance of
repelling an equal or greater number of
sich, wherever met, either as a main body
of an army or as detached portions of the
same. A few facts regarding the forco in
this Province may not bo out of place,
which may have the effect of disabusing the
public mind of the fullacy which it is prone
toaccept as truth. The present organiza-
tion was formed chiefly as independent
companies, by men who in some iustances
never had performed officers duty, and who
were induced to,undertake the same merely
for the sake of a cliim to a portion of doubt-
ful honour and . chance to cut a figure in
this particular way which would surprise &
few admiring friends and perchance them-
selves as well, donning a Red Coat, which
fact accomplished thoy seemed to think that
was all could be expected of them, and that
so long as the services of a Government In.
sttuctor were available they were doing
their duly by oceasionaly bullying the men
to endorse the sentiment of the Instructor,
or performing other acts which in their ideas
wero worthy of the ¢ officers "’ they wero by
virtue of a Red Coat —often Government
property, a rusty sword, the supremo com
minnd of some two scores of country lads or
city cwells, and last but not Ieast the right
to the highsounding cognomen of * Cap-
tain,” which in 2 mjority of cases was the
only distinctive h8norary title they ever had
¢l ‘mto, Theso isolated companies after
& yoar or two becamo amalgamated into
Battalions, and it was understood that it
now became necessary for officers to qualify
themselves, cither at the military shool in

tho city, or by examination by Boards of
officora at the different camps of Instruc.
tion, and it has happened that officors who
had been “coachied ** through the shool or
had obLtained a Board certificate by means of
thesamo kind of chicanery, were not unfre-
quently given Staff or Ficld officers com-
mands in these Battalions, and indoed offi-
cors who Lad never passed atall  vero au
somo instances awarded high pc3 aons by
virtueof a protended *‘interest® , ‘nifost-
cd in the force some few montlis pecvious

ly, which “inlerest™ insome cises would
imply interest in Government funds avail-
able for Militia p ‘vposes. Now would come
the test 7. e. at time of Camp, the system of
¢‘coaching” pursued at schoo! or othor ox-
aminatious ov iuspections, must per conse-
quence bo still employed if at all available,
and I myself have frequently heard my
comrades snecr and jeerata ¢ Staff officer '
receiving his orders from an inferior or sub-
altern officer for the next movement, pre-
vious to trusting his own extonsive amount
of military knowledge to the criticisms of
the men in the ranks.

Fancy if you can & man of this kind mak-
ing a burlesque of a parade by exibitions of
the most consummate ignorance, giving
orders the exact reverse of what they ought
to be, getting the Battalion hopelessly on-
tangled tillit became necessary to form
again on the markers; fancy & man falling
back from his proud place at the head of a
column to the contre or rear to enquiro of
somo Captain or subaltern what the next
order ought to be, only to gallop to the
front to have a repetition of the former
farce., Fancy again, and the pictureis of
rather & sad description, the corps march.
ing in the presence of an enemy, and an
officer of the above culibro, centering in him-
self all the importance due to Lis position
i. ¢, tho speed of retreat, being mounted,
arrogating to himself knowledge he does
not possess,— hopelessly involving tho
troops under his mis-guidance,—allowing
his presumption, ignorance and self-conceit
to overcome his better judgment and load-
ing his men to death and destruction, only,
as is to be imagined, to leave them and save
his own worthless carcaso by disgraceful re-
treat. *‘Look on thig picture and then on
that.”

Is it to be wondered at, Mr. Editor, and 1
ask this asan humbie unit of this great 40,-
000,” if & man placed insucha position
would be induced, as I fear I would under
such circumstances, to make a skirmisher
of himself for his own safety, trusting rather
to his owa ability than to risk bimself to the
imbecility and wretched incapacity of * offi-
cers,”’ such a3 these, falsely, so-called? I
have for some time past been so impressed
with the above ideas, that I fancy one Rifle
at Jeast, will change hands for the next
term of service.

It behooves our military authorities to
movo in this mntter, to exerciso a greater
amount of judgment in giving place and

power to men, some of whom are eminont.
ly unfit for tho coveted positions, and who
are stimulated to their atlainment for the
purpose ¢f gratifying & mistaken ambition,
to gnin a ** little brief authority ' and make
that a plea for further advancement, or
worse ptill from pecuniary motives. Our
lately distanded Battalion Lad somo oxam.
ples of tho kind above described. and I un-
derstand the othor Battalions and organiza
tions in the Provinco are not altogether
free from such ; some, it is affiem ~d, make
their Corps political engines for the pur-
poso of promoting their party designs. It
is tinle the organization was thoroughly
purged of all these worthless incumbrances,
now that wo aro loft to protect ourseives.
Tho Dominion Militia Law hias had high en.
comiums passed upon it at home and
abroad, this is upon the form of compilation
of it, embodying good sound reason upon
a besis best adapted to the condition of the
country, let it then be put upon such a foot-
ing in its various ramifications that it may
be shown the praise and compliments were
not undeserved, and also that womay be
in such & position as to upnold the glorious
name and fame which attaches to the Do-
minion as the fruit of the noble strivings of
our forefathers while the confederation was
afar off in the vistaof the future. You may
hear from e again upon this same subject
at no distant day.
I remain, yours ete.,
A VOLUNTEER,
New Brunswick, 6th Nov. 1871.

To the Edilor of the VOLUNTEER Revigw.
Sir; —By inserting the following in your
valuable paper you would confera great
favor. Henaring that the Dominion is about
to form an army, it occurred to me that the
Dominion hag a clzim ona Regimen. that
is second to none in the British army, viz.,
the 100th Royal Canadian Regiment. And
as the Imperial troops are being withdrawn
from Canada X would suggest that the 100th
Royal Canadian Regiment be handed over
to tho Dominion as the nucleus of its army,

and I am confident that if our government -

requested the transfer of the 100th Regi-
ment to Canada the request would be com-
plied with, and if an objection should ba
raised on the ground of thers being so few
Canadians at present in tho Rogiment, then
there aro sixty or seventy of us including
about thirty N. C, Officers who c¢laim Cana.
da as their home, and who would be only too
glad of returning to their own country to
Join herarmy, and against which arrange.
ment the Imperial government could not
have any very serious objection as theijr
places could so ensily be filled up. Inthe
above number of N, C. Officers are about 20
Sergeants whoso services in d.ill, accounts,
etc., would bo jnvaluable. Trusting thatl
have not trespassed too far on your space,
T remnin, ete,,
Beavgr,
Aldershot, 31st Qct., 1871.



