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April 14, 1898

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Rev. Dr. €. A Briggs’ severance from the Preshyterian
church has not come as 2 surprise, the upinion having
Dr. Briggs Becomes  pPrevailed for some time that he con-
an Episcopallan.  templated leaving for pastures new
and more congenial.  Professor I, . Smith having
accepted a Congregationalist  Professorship, it was
supposed that Dr. Briggs would enter the Congrega-
tional communion avertures, to that effect having been
made to him.  But he has chozen the Protestant
Episcopal body and has heen contirmed by Bishap
Henry C. Potter and isa candidate for orders.  1is
letter of withdrawal from the Presbyterian chureh has
been sent to the Clerk of Preshytery, bat it is not
thought as probable that he will resign his Profeaszor-
ship at Union Theologieal Seminary.

Edison commauds respeet in the world of practieal
men a8 a clear headed investigator of nature’s laws,
contralled by commuon gense. But
evidently the more he louks into
nature the more plainly he waes the supernatural also.
1Ie hasa recently made the following most remarkalile
statement: ** No person can be hrought into elose con-
tact with the mysteries of nature. or make a study of
chemistry, without being convineed that behind it all
there is a supreme intelligence. T am convineed of
that. and T think that T conld—perhaps T ay some-
time—demonstrate the existenee of auch an intelligence
through tho operations of thoee my=terious laws with
the certainty of a demonatration in mathematies,?
No theolugian could speak more strongly than that
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or <ay what would be more to the paint. We com-
mend it to the attention of these who are inelined to
cherish doubts,

The World's Third Sunday Sehool Convention is to be
hebd in London July 11th-15th, and special arrange-
World's Sunday  mients are being made o inducee ag
School Gonvention. |ypye o delegation as possible to go
from the United States and Canada. The Cunard
Steamer Catalonia has been chartered  to sail from
Buston on June 29th and a return rate of 890, iy
offered alzo special hotel terms in London during the
Convention.  Full information may be obtained hy
writinge to Warren I, Lauders, Room G, 10 Boyston
St Boston, Mass,

There are now  altogether six colored  Preshyteries
organized  in the Southern Sfatez, embracing 56
Colored Prosby. ministers and 38 churches.  Owing
terics 1a tho South. () {hie pulicy adopted by the Southery
chureh of enconraging wuch separate organizations the
number is likely to inerease.  They are still, however,
a long way from self-qupport and will require to he
freely aided by their white brethren if they are to
maintain  their existence.  Last year they raised
altogether les2 than 8§20 for the aupport of ordi-
nances among themselves,

The Belfast Witness i« an unnsually well-informed
paper, and the editor ix 2eldom found napping even in
mattera relating to America.  Tts con-
Manitoba. tributors are not always =a well
posted.  Tn a recent number 2 writer gives a graphic
picture of the oppresged cundition of the pleasantry in
the Rus=zian empire.  “Their condition,™ he says, iy
nat enviable, aud consequently many arve seeking a
home in the far West, preferring o spend their lives
cutting down trees in Manitoba and clvewhere (ag there
they are at least free) rather than suliit to the Tear'a
degpotic rule.” e iz carreet about the freedom in
Manitaba a< many foreign immigrants kvow, but it 4
time even the Russian peasantry understoud that the
prairies are destitute of trees, Those who settle on
them are exempt from the neeessity of entting timber
before breaking up the soil. Tis plough may run
freely from the first and the smiling crop wave in the
breesze the very first season. The farmers plant trees,
They seldom eut them down,

We learn fram the Rev. Dr. Warden that the state of
the funds at the elose of the chureh vear was meost
Stato of tho eneonraging,  The receipts for the
Funds. month of March exeeeded the hun.
dred thousaud dollars,  Congregations that were wont
to rend their eontributions in March and April <ent
these all in Mareh this year so that during the eleven
montha there have been recelved a full vear's reeeipty,
With one exeeption, every fund ends the year without
debt.  This result has anly been attained in several of
the funds beeanse of the fact that while practically a
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