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ing thought ai the eternal goodness and care ; the
prayer that means the identification ai the hurnan wilt
wath the Divine witt-tost in God. The worshîp of thc
Churcb witt help us-correcting and enlarging aur
individualism by giving uis the sense ai universat and
eternal relationships. Obedience witl belp us. Great
peace have tlîey wbose abedience ta the highest and
best as quick and constant ; wha instead ai getting
away frorn things, seek rather ta get riglît with ttîings,
ta be reconciteà ta the Divine order ai the svorld and
lite, reconcited ta God. It is the peace of Jesus wvbich
the svorld cannot give nor take away, but svnicli enabtes
one ta ba quiet in the world, ta venture abroad inta aIl
its excitements and strifes witb a calrn and brave heart,
and white seeking things temporal ta win with them
and through them att the finest and most enduring
things afi tue.

THE NEARNESS 0F GOD.
BY REV. CHAiS. S. ROINSON', 1) 1).

Four miserable mistakes are made oftentimes by a
large class ai persans even in aur Christian cornuuni-
ties:. any anc of whicb would vitiate the truc idea ai
God as revcaled openly ta us.

One ai these is the belici thit aur MNakeris absolutely,
mechanically, rernate frorn us ; a distant manarch .. eat-
ed tonesornely away from any hurnan vaice or iootstep.
Sometimes wc are unnecessarily înodest in aur farmis ai
expression. XVe imagine we are only just suitably de-
vaut when wc repeat the psalmist's reilection uttered in
thc eigth psalrn : Il Whcn 1 cansider thy heavens, thc
work oi thy fingers ;the nmuon andl the stars, which
thou hast ordained; what is man, t1iat thou art
rnindtul ai hirn? andl the son ai man, that thou visitest
hirnil" 'rbese statements are periectty truc ; but there
is a sense in which one rnay quott them te bis own
irijury, simply rnisapprehendhng their purpase. God is
minalful of man ; Il-e has sent bis own Son ta die for
mnan's redemption. The dayspring frorn an high bas
visiteal us, and the Lord is near.

Anather mistake is founal in thinking that aur acces
ta Goad is deptndent upon sarne grand caprice ai His
favor. WVe picture tic divine Bting ta ourselves some-

* wbat as Eîther pictureal Atiasuerus, when she was gaing
anta bis presence ta plead for rayal relief ta her endan-
gereal people. \Ne seem ta suppose there is extreme
risk in appraaching Ilimr. If le -,hall extenal the golden
scepter, we are sale;. but the chances are that 1le may
not. Andl sa, in thc lieroism ai a fine devation, %ve say,-"If we perish, we pcrih." But Esther scemeal ta have
fargotten th-at an her finger at the moment wa,; a ring
which praveal shte was the wife ai tlîe man she wvas sa
rnuch afrajal of. Andl the great Goal is representeal in
the Scriptures as 'îending over a redeemeal sout, anal
saying, IlTurn again, far 14 amn marrical unta youi.*
IBut now. in Christ Jesus, y- wvhn sornctiiiie were afar

off are made righ by the blood oi Christ. Forble is aur
peace, who bath made bath one, anal bath braken dawvn
thc midalle walI ai partition betiveen us."

-Still another mistake is made when we imagine that
the seasans ai God's hernevolent feeling toward men are
periodic. Mlany an etderly convicteal sinner uncan-
sciausly alloivs hirnseli ta be hindereal in bis surrender
af bis heart ta Christ by the surmise thit thie access*
rnust bcecasier in times of revival. The influences ai
divine grace are forced ta final a flast unwarranted anal
sinscriptural symbal in that ancient intermittent spring
at the pool ai Bethesda, under whose porches qat the

; lame anal hait, waititig for the maving ai the 'vater.
Thus many linger in prayer with a sort ai discaurage.
ment, thinking the occasi.in may lia inopportune, anal
mnany athers try ta make an easy explanation afilthcir
petition's failing ai an answer, wbcn aIlthei reason there
is for the bindrance is their own want ai faith. (our
Maker has na caprices, na moads of beneliccnce, no
vacillations ai goad will. Na ane thing in the Bible is
mare clear than te representatians ai God's unalterable
steadîness ai purpase in Ulis lave anal care af tlis crea-
turcs. Il He that dwelleth in the secret place ai the
Most High shaîl abide under the shadow oh the Almighty.
Ile shaît caver thee with bis fenthters, anal under hi.;
wing shaît thou trust; bis truth &hall be tby sbild anal
bu cîle r."
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B Iut the miost inveterate mistnke oint!l is found in tha
notion which many cherish as to the eminent likelihood
of seif-deception in ail attempts at arnity with God. If
they try ta be at peace wvUlî Ilim howv shail they know
they have been acceptedi A very wide experience findï
ils prepcsterous type i.1 tUic hesitancy and final daring of
the Cotir tepers in Etislia'z time, who sat at the gate af
Sarnaria iii the midst af the famine. They said to them-
selves, Il If we sit here, wve shail die ; if we enter in, and
fai into the hosts of the Syrians, and if they kilt us, wc
shail but die." V/e have eveit put this false sentiment
into a hymn, to he sung by an inquirer :

P1orhspB hie uîli adit iny pie& - parhape wili bear muy prayer;
But il 1 porish 1 wili pray, and pericb unly thero 1I

The resuit of any of these .iiistakes is hurtful. The
idea of God hecomnes exceedingly repu'çive. Ile seems
remote, relentless, implacable anu exacting. Our
notions graw vague. We cannot whotly turn away irorn
the thoughit of I-linm, but suirely there is no comiort in it.
If there be any one of the old admonitions that isappro-
priame nov it is this : IlAcquaint thysei with God and
be at peace ; and thereby good shail corne unto thee."

It is sutffcient to say here that the corrective, as
applied in the Scripttures, is as extensive as the mistake.
In each of chese four particulats the word oi inspiration
labors ta be fordilîly and explicitly clear. God seemns ta
be desirous ta have men beconie famitiarly and intel-
ligently acquainted witlî Ilim. \Vhile we are superzti-
tiousty erecting altars, lîke the men of Athens, ta
unknown gods, revelation speaks Up boldly to us.
saying, "l \Vhonî ye ignorantly wvorslîip, him declare 1
unto you."

The brief statcment made in onc of the ancient Plsalms
ccntains conîpactly the entire action of fact. IlThou
art nient, 0 Lord." God lias been pteased to reveal
H-imself as close at hand. lile bas nîanifested H-imseif in
the flesh. One naine there is that ought to be dearest
of aIl ta cvery Christian-lm manuel. For it means,
flot a deity remoie or hidden, but literally translated-
"God with us."

Nor is this ail ; iii this fine disclosure of tIimself the
eterîîal God hias shown us hawintensely kind are aIl 11li
sympathies in our beliaîf. Instead ai being distant or
capriciaus, Immanuel seerns ta be saying, as joseph
said ta those backward and guitty brethiren of lits before
his throne when lie wvas ruler over Egypt, IlCorne near
.ne, I pray you ; for 1 arn yaur brother." In the persan
ai aur Redeemer the awfi majesty ai the Aimighty be-
cames subdued into ineflatile tenderness and good wvitl.
"lThe righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and deliverctît
thern out af ail their troubles. 'l'lie Lord is nigh unto
therr that aire of a broken he-art -, and savelh such as bc
of a contrite spirit."-jV(rlhî and l'e.il.

THE DUTY OF THE COMMON MAN.

'l'lie qluestions of chief interest to-day are social rather
than individuil. W'e discuss caîimnunities, classes, nations,
races, not persans, wlicn wc are cosîsidcning moral rcnewal.
Prablcmts, perilcsxities, perdls, aie tthrust htforc aur cyes from
pulpît, platfarin anid review. B3ut ttîcy conccrn apposition
h)CtweCi the rich andl thc pour, uIl strife of pioliticat parties.
the Contentions af organized bodies, tie governiiicnt of chties
and of the nation. Nevcr, apparcntly, %is tiiere s0 înîîch
work on hand for those who wouild (lu goud aç now. 'l'lie
whole church lneds ta lie pur icd ; social ha:rmcrs Ianust lie
thrawn down ; a class af imct iiiijst tie raised til wittî c<tica-
tian, ItiiurC andl patrintic spirilta n old the- tilaiace ai power
in gavertinient. 'l'ie conileu-itiozn for gains and tionors înîîst
be cbeckrd. Systeinatiziud charities tmutstlhe.tdinîistered
so as to diiniisti, if not -lholish, tîoverty.

But work for great bodies of iefiplc nuist te donc h)y
organi7cd boadies The tasks set 1)elnre uis are ton large for
aiu iniîdvidaaal eveii ta tik Iiotd nl. * Vc ire assiircd that,
uîutess sonîeilling i% douie, social rcvolutians and cataclysnis
witt he iipun i;. WVhat cai the conitnon uait <la ? WVîll
amiy ursorganiS.d service avait against the dangers wtîictî
ibreaten the body tir>bt;c ?

WVC believe 1;l-.1 %ht opporhîînily of li. c<uttflitn miain In
ilakeC ls 1lie lseful Nças itever grcater titan naw. tl c.in do

large scrvice ta his fellownt h)y bclicving li and! a-scrîng
luis inidividuat isiîluencc as against the passion af aur uie far
nicrging ail effort 11110tonrga-izations, for iiîîarstiauîîuig cvery
philanthropie impulse under a barile and a boss. L.et him
rcalize ttat hie lias a place af tus own ta fili, tuat he cannai


