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SABBATH OBSERVANOE.

The Fourtiî Commanditent requires us to rememrber the
Sabbath I>ay to kcep at iauiy. tentures ago, when Goal
dclivered this comnmand by Muoscs tu lits people, at was con-
sidered divine authurity. hs tlaî% îud.gi<en cununanal any
less obligatory to-day e' %e prulebb tu bc -a Christian nation,
yct we are rcckless and star osarter cnoughi tu usurp (,od s
autliorsty. It is a j>aaniul fact tit the tendency of the tartes
is ta violate this samie comma~nd and tu desecralc and
dishonar the hioiy day.

W'e arc toid tu renîcmlwçr the beenth day. Surety wc
arc remindcd tu du dis wlavn the glattertng blirc uf handsoine
churches point tccnward, ard silvI.rý chlantes lîcai turth a
Sabbath wclcune-bist du wu reincisiber to keep il tiuly ?
Fat frum i, wlitcn wu deàîlîerately plaîa w tugnur Gud s !sacrted
lime, and wlien fur out uwn stifish graIsfiLataon %ve make a
commun holiday t tie ý,ibl)at1i. boes Christs examnle
rotant for noîliing ?i nimusi wc a-, lias disciples grievc
the hecart of tour lbaessud Nlattr b> sanitul indulgen,:e an
worldly cares and picasures wlîailihe lias strictlv Iorbidden ?
Our Puriaia furefatherb wuîild btari-uy recugnie the ,'abbath
of to day, anid couid but fuel raghtçuus indignation in the
manner uft uiscr% ang ai. laiie> aiîîprucd ut and planncd fur
tic Sabliath , %vu art ait attend,îiire ai tic theatcr ur arc
absorhed an whtist tintai a late hutir un Saiurday night.
WVhaî a fine preparataon for dt Sabbatlî1 Wc have made «a
mistakc aia drifting bu fat away fruin the habits of out laitiers
in Isiaci. They were pun--tita*ius and coinc.antious ait thear
attcndance up:)n divine wurbip. 'Ne aliow the inost trivial
excuses tu dttain us, from churth.going, and rîraiige to sa),
cyco the %vcather afftcs oui pict>. l'le) hcartaiy cnjuyed
the privalegus ut worshapaing God an lias sanctuary. The
nominal Chrastian frtequtcaîtl> agnurbsia aliogether, or attends
only for appearance sakte. *rhey wera: unswocrvîng in their
lo>alty to Gud, and icendured aipiicat obcdaencc tu the
Fourth Commandraeiaî by thuir ras erencc andl love for
the lîolv day. IV,- pass lu tic other extreme, and sin an
willful disobedictaîee, slrivani; tu iileasa ourbelves rather than
Gud. %Ne miust have amasenîient and recreation un the
Sabbath, su %vc find ai. entranLU to the conICtrt hall, the base
hall grouaîd, and tiii- skating ranîk. 'Ne enjuy pleabure rides
and the piopular excursion , mnake the furaaa.s cail andl thc
family -- Isêt , wc peruse it Sunday ncwspjapers and andulge
in lighit literature , pecrliapsb %ve transaç t business and dispatch
lettcrs.

Is there an), revercrace iiî ail thîs fui God's liuly lours
Sunida> dissipoat.on as nut cunfitited lu cat> larnats , i hb spread
sIovl> but bureiy un:îl il lias rehvd rural districts. Must
wve muet out business engagements early Monday rnornaing,
the quiet Sabbatti hous are utalazed tu save lime. Arc
the counti> roads blucked wiil htxge drafts of snow, trcquently
a force of men arc cia.plu>ed lu openi themt tu the public on
Sunday, uander the plea ihat the law requares ah. Is tiiere
flot a higher iaw %Nhich requares us ta lionor God's day, and
priuiis aIl lalbor wbit.la tiaiglît bu better joostponcd e' Ioes
the ice crop îhreaten tu lac: a failtare, extra wages are offered
as an inducenaient tu wurk un Sunday.

WVc would he Lshamed to be found Iying, stealing or
swearing, but %viii openiy dufy God andl abuse bis holy
day, We frequentiy hc.ir it pieaded «' therc as nlo other
timc." Away with the flimsý,y, trivaal excuse ! It is a
meager, stereatyped apology.

WVhat is the remcedy for ail this evil? We need tu
pray that the Lord wili crcalc in us a cleati hearî andl
reneiv a right spirit with-n tus, that we may spend the
Sabbath te mccl bis approvai, that out mands rnay be
clevated freim sorldlv cares% and plcasures and fixed on
Christ, that the hesdinfluence of Suîîday may abide
with us through ail the 'teck, helpang tais over the hard
places of out esery-da> lie. It as mnnicst that the
'vorld is full of hall hcartcd Chrishians who foilow Jesus
from afar off. Wc need more spirituaisty, more com-
plete consecration Ia Chist on bended knee. If we love
God we will revere anad defenal Hi% hoiy day by our
influence andl exampie. Cl1ita.aj lV',k

THE MEADSHIP OF CHRIST
Dr. "fair, the Moderator of the Church tif Scolland,

closed thc Assembly of Ibis yearwsith anc of the finest
addrcsses we have et-ci raad, an address remarkablc
alike for its iiteiary beauîy, ils deptb of feeling, and its
.sangularly high, strong. and spiritual tone. says the
Fnifit ll<k-k. He took for his theme «'T'le Head-

ship af Christ," and hoe carricd bis audience straight
inta the presence ai the Lord ai the Church. There
svas nothang hetter, lie sIlid, far the Church than that
it shouid live ini remembrance of the great truth oi our
Lord's headship andl bhould quietl) jadge aIl ils every-
day wark in the liglit ai it. lHe applied the test oi that
great fact to the questions beforc the Church, questions
oi doctrine, of devotion, of sacramental grace, of
pricstly authority, ai preaching, of pastoral wark, ai
loyalîy ta thecjudgmnent of tbe Church, of the life of the
Church. At almost every point we are in cordial
agreement with Dr. Mlair. H1e came at the close ta
consider the relations ai the Presbyterian Churches
in Scatiand ta ane anather, andl there can be nothing
but praase for the spirit in wbich these tvere dascusseci,
at spirit ai charity, ai yearning aiter peace, andl of a true
buinility. Dr. Mair asked bis apponients whether they
coulal imagine tbat Christ set ane Church ta traublo
another Church 1h41 helal His truth and bought ta do

is will. H1e asked svhetber il was nat the mind of
Christ that confusion shouila ho brought mbt arder by
peace and nat by war. lic calleal fai a truco on bath
sides, urging that such a truce would save fram mucb
.%in, salve difficuit prohiems, and bring in a ncw andl
gloriotis day for ail the churches. Il is due ta Dr.
blair anal due ta those wbo unfortunateiy final them-
selves at issue with bim an the problem ai re-canstruc-
lion ta meet bis argument andl appeal, if possible, in is
awn spirit.

Nothing can ho better, nathing can ho mare
necessary than that Church-mcn in ail Iheir actian
shouid ha able ta make their appeal ta Christ, ta state
their arguments to Ilam, tu make sure that they are
do.rng nathing in which tbey might nol ask lis aid.
Mlany yearb ago Dr. Dale, speaking tram the chair of
the Congregational ;.n*on, dial wbat Dr. blair bas now
done lie carrical thc ecclesiastical argument tu the
Throne of Jesus Christ. He taak, for example, the
case af the Erastians wha piead tbat the judges ai the
land can seuîle more reasonably the prohlemrs of
doctrine andl Church gaverrnmenî tban an exciteal
ecclesiastical assembly crin ho expecteal ta do. One ai
Dr. Mlair's fellow Churchmen has descriheal effectively
enough the action ai the judges in the IoEssays anal
Reviews "case. andl contrasteal it wtvat the noise anal
heat and ignorance andl injustice ai a Church Court
taking the lufe ai a supposeal beretic. But suct. an
argument mettas -anal te bave no doubt Dr. blair will
agree with uas -tue den;al ai aur Lord's presence anal
aur Lord's guidance an the Church redeemeal hy His
hlood. For lot the argument be statoal ta Christ, and
let us see how it will run. 'Ne cannot repraduce Dr.
Daie's expressions, but il nlust run liko Ibis : IlThy
servants in wbom Thy Spirit dwells are ignorant,
fanaticai, and narraw. If il is leit ta them ta decide
svhat is Tby truth, they ivili act in blindness and
tyranny. Iî wilI ho well therofore, ta roier questions
svhich cc,.iaern the char4cter anal discipline ai Tby
Churcb ta those svho, îhougb they may nat know Thee
or awn Thine autiîority, are yet fainiliar with justice,
svba lave liberty botter than Thy frienals love il, and
svho will givc a more rigbîeous judgment thars those
who have obeyed Thy call." Is this an argument
which'any Christian believer svili dare ta state ta the
living Christ ?

In the saine manner il may ho shown tbat a truc
recagnition of the Headship ai Christ paralyses the
argument for an endowed anal established Churcb.
There are reasons, anal thoy are ver>' grave and weigiiîy
reasans, wby the State shoulal nat establîsh and cndow
particular Churches. Il may he argued, as we lhink
unanswerably, that tbey are a plain violation of justice,
that every citizen bhaulal ho oqual before the law, na
malter wtvi bis religiaus belief is. There is the appeai
ta history, ta the record ai establishments, ta the
cruelties and crimes anal social disorders that have
rcsulted froa thcm. But the real reason wby lhey are
stili defendeal is that mon samneboa daubt whetber the
Church will ho able ta holal its grounal against the
disintegrating andl destroying influences ai the world
unless the State camnes in ta prop the edifice that would
totter but for ils aid. Lot us stale that argument tu
Christ - lTby peaple, whom Thoui hast redcemred with
Thy biood, anal tu wvhom Thou ibas comnilîed the


