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For the Sabbath School.

International S. S. Lesson.

Lessox VIL- -Frurvary 18.—Gen, xvin: 22-33.

God's Fudgment on Sodom,

Gotven Texr, -** Shall not the Judge of all the
carth do right.” - Gen, xviii, 23.

e Tk StRANGBRS. --Chap. 18, 1-9.  One duy,
not long after Gad's rencewal of tus Covenant with ham,
Abraham, (now ninety-nine years old) was sitting in his
tent door in the heat of the aay, when suddenly, looking
up, he saw three steangers near him.  He immediately
went to them and welcomed them in the Oriental man-
ner, and entertained them with the utmost hospitality.
It wits not lony betore he perceived, by what they said
and did, that they were angels, and one of them was no
less than Jehovah himself, in bodily form, the God who
had in some way appeared to him five times before.
The whole scene is primitive and Oriental, and ** presents
a perlect picture of the manner in which a modern Beda
wee Sheykh receives travellers arsiving at his encamp-
ment.”

Those three strangers bad two messages to Abraham.
One wis that soon would be born to him- the expected
heir of the promises.  The other that s nephew Lot
was in great danger, because Sodom where he lived
must be destroyed for its wickedness.

Hospitavity.,  ENTERTAINING ANGELS UNAwaRES, —
Abraham supposed these strangers to be men; but his
course toward them was such that he had no reason for
regret when he found they were angels.  That is a good
way of treating everybody whom we encouater, so that,
it they should turn out to be angels, they would have no
reason to complain of us, and we nothing to be sorry
for in our teeatment of them. *‘ Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares " (Heb. 13: 2). The friendless orphan,
aided and loved, has in after years become to his bene-
factor the friend in need.  The homeless child, cared for
and trained, has become the support in old age. There
are multitudes of people whose presence in the home is
as precious as angels’ visits.  The hospitable homes are
doubly blessed. ‘¢ The houses of holy men are full of
these heavenly spirits, though they may not be scen.”

Tie Ricmieovs SaviNe THE CoUNTRY.—The one
deadly enemy to a country is unnghteousncss. The
ancient civilizations have perished by this poison. Greece
and Rome did not fall till they were permeated with un-
rightecusness.  And if ever Macauley's vision of **some
traveller from New Zealand  who ** shall, in the midst
of a vast solitude, stand on a broken arch of London
Bridge to sketch the ruins of St. Paul's,” or on Brooklyn
Bridge to sketch the ruins of New York, it will be be-
cause of unrighteousness alone.  The righteous save the
city (1) by the hope that the leaven of righteousness will
permeate the whole people. I have heard that Robert
Ingersoll said that if he had made the world he would
have made health catching and not disease. But it is
true now that in a wide view health is more contagious ;
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can leaven the city.  (2) The fact that the wicked are
saved for the sike of the righteous tends to make them
turn to that which is good.  God desires to save all his
creatures, and punishes only because it is necessary in
order tosave. Now if anything canaccomplich the same
purpose, if the work and faith of the good can lead others
to good, if their sellssacnfices to save men from sin can
touch the heart, then God will work in this way, and
spare all the punishment he can. (3) The way to sive
the country is by carncat prayer and the use of means.
{1 the whole body of gowd people prayed as catiestiy ws
Abraham for Sodom, we would not need to exclude for-
cigners, but to evangelize them ; and we would break
the power of intemperance as hits just been done by
prayer and hard work on the part of a few in some of
the cities of Massachusetts,

THE ANswER, -His prayer was answered,
not in the way Abraham expected.

The prayem 1 thought unanswered ence
Were answered i God'sown best way '

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.- -\ nature given to hospi-
tality is a greeat blessing,— hospitality to people, to ideas,
to experiences, to God.  Such are sure sometimes ** to
entertain angels unawares,”

It is a high privilege to pray for others, tor our
enemices, for the worst of people.  One’s nature is shown
in his prayers. Lot prayed for lmmself. Abraham for
others.

-One privilege of prayer is that thus we can help those
whom we can help in no other way.

The righteour are the salt of the earth; the leaven of
good through which God may purnfy and save the world
trom wickedness.  ** When God tock Lot out of Sodom,
he took Sodaom out of the world.”

If the salt has lost its savor, and the leaven s in-
active ; if the righteous are partakers of the sin by con-
tamination or by not doing all they can to make the world
good, then they must suffer in a measure with the over-
throw of the wicked.

There is no way of escape from destruction except
by leaving sin.  Salvation is from sin, not in sin.

God sends his angels to warn and entreat and help
us to escape,-- the Bible, the Holy Spirit, afilictions,
joys, conscience, teachers, friends, examples.

+ 3w Stay not in all the plain.”  In the outworks of sin,
in good resolutions, in religious forms, in general mor-
ality, in vague hopes, inpartial reformation, in anything
short of Mount Calvary, Jesus Christ and him crucified.

It is necessary, when the wicked are beyond hope of
reformation, and are only a leaven of evil in the world,
that they should be destroyed. Their punishment is
both justice and mercy.

The wicked bave within them the elements of their
own punishment,—their moral natures, memory, con-
science, bad character, remorse.  These are often dor-
mant till God's outward punishment sets them aflame.
As Milton’s Satan says, * Myself am hell.”

Lot's Escari.—Lot was saved so as by fire, but he
lost everything for the sake of which he had gene to
Sodom. His wife and some of his children were des-
troyed : the others were contanunated. He cescaped a

though

that goodness has more power to change a people than  poor, forlorn, seemingly broken-down man.  The poorest
evil has. A few earnest, determined, righteous men  investment he ever made wasn property in Sodom.
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