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JAhe SSunday SSchool.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XLV1L,
Nov. #3, . Rev I
Novurk}  THEGLORIFIED SAVIOUR. Rev .
GoLbeN TRxT.—!'1 am Alpha and Omega, the be-

ginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."—
Rewv. i, 8,

1OMX STUDIES,

M. Rev. i, 1-9.....John to the seven churches,
T. Rev. b 10-20....The glorified Saviour,
Y. Dan, vil. 9-18..The Ancient of Days and the Son

of Man,
Th, Rev. il 1-11....Ephesus—~Smyma.
. Rev.ii. 12.29.,Pergamos—Thyatira,
S. Isa. xli, 1-14...The Holy One of Israel.
Sab, Isa, xlix, 9-19..The First and the Last.

HELPS TO STUDY.

As stated in a former lesson, the fourth Gospel, the three
cpistles of John, and the Book of Revelation, were written
by one person—the Apostle John, the ton of Zebedee and
brother of James.

The last mentioned ook, which contains our present les-
son, is also called the Apocalypse (the Greek wondused by
the writer in the first verse), Both wames mean unveiling,
or making known,

The disclosures which the book contains—chiefly relating
1o the history of the Church of Christ—were made to john
in the rocky islet of Patmos in the /Egean Sea (the Archi-
pelago) to which he had been banished by the Roman em-
reror Domitian ; and the book was written either there orat

Sphesus, after the apostle had been released from banish-
ment by the emperor Nerva,

The fact that this book is not only prophetic but highly
figurative renders its irterpretation peculiarly difficult ; and ¢
various opinions have been given by commentators as to the
particular events foreshadowed in it Lut indekendcmly of
its prophetic chatacter, it contains very much that is calcu-
laleg to instruct and support and comfort the Christian ; pre-
paring the individual believer and the Church at large for
trial and persecution, and at the same time revealing the ever
aclive care and watchiulnsss of the glorified Saviour, and |
giving repeated assurance of final triumph.  Many a Christ-
ian maryr has gone to the stake with the poetic words of
this book upon his lips, his imagination filled with its grand
imagery, and his desires raised by its leaclxiq;s to *“the
things which are above, where Christ dwelleth.”

Our lesson contains a description of the opening scene of
the wonderful vision, symbolizing the glorified Saviour in
His relation to the Church ; with the apostle’s commission to
write an account of the things revealed to him. The child-
ren will readily take hold of the following division: (2)
What Fokn fleard, (2) What Fohn Saw, (3) What Fokn
was to Do.

I, Waar Joun Hracv.—vers. 10, 11. It sometimes
happens that the remote and loncly settler, if careless and

odless, loses his reckoning of the days of the week and

nows not when the Sabbath comes; but the true Christian is
always careful to observe *‘ the Lord’s day,” and it is no bur-
den 1o him to do so, for he delights init.  John, even in his
solitary exile, did not neglect the command, ¢* Remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy ;' and it was while thus
following the path of duty that this precious revelation from
God for himself and others was given to him,

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. The words
**in the Spirit” probably indicate not only that John was
under the ordinary influence of the Holy SJmit, as all Christ-
ians are, but that he was inspired, and endowed for the time
with supernatural perception.  The word translated ** was”
really indicates transition and might be literally rendered Je-
came. For examples of inspiration see Ezek, ii. 2; 2Peter i,
2t ; 2 Cor. xii. 2. For ** Lord’s day” see John xx. 19, 26.

I......heard behind me a great voice, asof a
trumpet :  The voice of the Son of God (John v. 25); the
voice shall raise the dead {John v. 28). See also Psalmt
xxix. 3-9; Ixvili. 33; Dan. x. 6. For *“trumpet” see
Matt, xxiv. 31 ; t Thess. iv. 16.

Saying that L am Alpha and Omega, the first and
the last. It is Christ that speaks, for in the 13th verse the
speaker is called the; *“ Son of Man,” and in the 18th verse
tue speaker says ¢ I am He that livethand wasdead.” llere
then, under the. figure of alpka and omesga—the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet—Clirist proclaims His eternal
existence, both past and future.

Unto the seven churches: Directly to the seven
churches of Asia (Ephesus, etc.), with which John was pre-
viously and afterwards closely identified ; and through them
to the whole Christian Church inall ages——the number seven
denoting completeness, perfection, or universality. The
second and third chapters contain a message to each one of
thesw churches, suited to its condition, and instructive not
only to them but to other branches of the Church of Christ.

1I. \WHAT JOHN SAW,—vVers, 12-16.

To sce the voice: Elipsis for the source of the voice—
the speaker, John's example of attention ought to be fol-
lowed. An attentive listener genesally looksat the speaker.

Seven golden candlesticks : Like the one candlestick
with the seven la.mfs in the tabemacle, symbolizing the cn.
tire Church, Gold—purity and value,  What is a candle-

Son of Man: The prophetic rame of Christ (Dan. vil.
13), adopted by Himself (Matt. xvi. 13).

The garment down to the foot indicates the priestly
office, and the golden girdle the office »fking. Head and
hairs whitellke wool . . . ., assnow, is said to denote
purity, dignity, and glory; eyes as a flame of fire—secarch.
ing power, holiness, omniscience; feet likeunto finebrass,
ctc.—perhaps freedow from all grossness, fervid activity, and
power to tread down enemies ; voice as the sound of many
waters—the strength of the comporison is in its indefinite-
ness ; John does not say Aetv many waters; and when a
modern orator substitutes for this expression ** deep-toned as
Niagara," he belittles the voice. It would be well to com.

nare th°- entire description with the description given in

aniel vil. 93 x. 5, 6.

In His right hand seven stars; The faithful ministers
of Christ. Their position, ““in Ilisright hand,” indicates
His peculiar care over them and also 1lis intention to use or
wiceld them for the doing of His work, Sharp, two.edged
sword: tlis Word, by which He conquers. Counten.
ance as the sun shiuing in his strength: dazzling in
bughtness and majesty. Inthe days of the Saviour's suffering
and sorrow on carth ' I1is visage was marred more than the
sons of men,"” but in Hisglorified state it is so resplendent that
the seer sclects the brightest object in nature to compare it
witl, and ifhe could have found 5 brighter object, he would,
doubtless, have taken it.

111, WHAT JolUN WAS TO DO.—Vers, 17-20.

After bcin;i overpowered by this Divine vision, go that he
fell at His fuct as dead, and afterwards revived by the
touch of the Saviour’s right hand, and re-assured by the
gracious words, fearnot; I am . ., , . He that liveth
and was dead—tie very Jesus who loved him and whom
he loved—John recetves his commission : Write the things
which thou hast scen, and the things which are, and
things which shall be hereafter. In the opening scene
of the vision, alrcady described, John had *'seen® a repre-
seatation of the glory, and power, and majesty, of Christ in
His state of exaltation ; of the position and use of the Church
in the world ; and of the Saviour’s intimate rclation to it
and care over it. This he is authorized to write for the in-
struction of believers.

F*2 is also directed to write *‘the things which are "—the
condition of the churches existing at that time, their merits
and their failings, their dangers and their duty, .

And, finally, he isto wrte *‘the things which shall be
hereafter "—the (then) future history of the Church; her
struggles agamnst the world and the flesh and the devil ; her
reverses, successes, st - *s, deliverances, and ultimate triumph
over every enemy.

Those who have Him for their friead who basthe keys of
hell and of death are surely safe. IHe ‘opencth and no
man shutteth ; and shutteth and no man openeth.” T'ollim
belong ¢‘ the issues from death 3 and in this fact His peo-
ple have often found refuge in their last extremity,

THE SOONER THE EASIER.

Ella A, Drinkwater tells, in the * Sunday School Times,”
of an incident that is a most forcible illustration of the
necessity of **lifting up the lads,” instead of waiting until they
become men, A gentleman was telling some children how
he had been lilted up by his teacher when a mere boy, so
that he could see over the top of the high old-fashioned
pews, and give testimony as to his conversion. The teacher,
new old, was sittin> by, and interrupted the narrator to give
the children this impressive lesson :

‘1’1l show you how I lifted him, children,” exclaimed the
old :man in his quavering voice, rising painfully from his
chair, and making his gow way across the breadth of carpet-
ing that scparated ‘3“1 iifted him so,” placing his
wrinkled, trembling hands” nder the strong man's arms;
but he could not lift him a hair’s-breadth. ** Ah, children,
always remember this,” admonished the old wan turning to
them ; ‘1 boosted him when he was a bov, but I couldn’t
doitnow! He was easy to lift thez, Lut now he has nearly
two hundred pounds of flesh. it's the doys that may be
lifted, and not the men, weighed down by flesh or sin.”

THE SABBATH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT.

Thé **National Sunday School Teacher ? thus corrects 2
mistake into which some superintendents fall : ¢ There are
some superintendents who, 19 ch. They take too
great a proportion of the- "hemselves instead of
seeing that it is cqually divided. . Like mettlesome horses,
they snring foraard at the word, and tugaway aftera fashion
that must move the load, or break a trace, or burst a blood-
vessel, Although this is the right sort of 2 disposition to
have as a subordinate, it i3 not the best in the world to have
cs a leader. Ncschool will make much progress under such
a superintendent. A superintendent should be an organizec
as well as a worker, He should havé the ability to get work
out of other people. His intense energy should be utilized
like that of an engine in 2 basement, that sets all the ma-
chinery of 2 factory to going, but does none of the weaving
itself. " Itis better for the chucch,and better for the man,
to have one man set ten otheérs to labouring than for him te
do the work of ten men.”

DR. JoUN HALL advises all ministers to teach Bible.
classes.  “There are 2 hundred things,” he says, *‘that you
would not think of making the subject of a sermon that
could be used in the Bible-class,” He might have added
that there are a hundred things concerning his parishioners
thut 2 minister will there find out, that he never would learn

stick for? 'What is the Church for?

at the long range of the pulpit.

TIHE FORGET-ME-NOT,

o—

Mork the forgetemc-not by yon brookside.

1ts roots the mud, its stem the waters hide 3
11s blossoms seck the sky.

So, though thy fect be rooted in carth’s slime,

Raise thuu thy head above the waves of time—
Look up on high!

Sce how the blossoms, carthward bent a while,
Turn, as they ope, to meet the sun’s bright smile,
And, as they upwarnd gaze,
First flush with pink, then mirror heaven's own blue,
Aud evety floweret hears, of sunny hue,
A crown of 1ays.

O thou whose thoughts are fixed on this world's toys,
Look up to Him from whom are all thy joys.
The beatific sight
Will change thee till the human grow divine,
And at the last upon thy brow shall shine
A crown of light,
—Sunday Magazine.

WAYSIDE SIGHTS IV SYR/A.

‘There are not many bitds to be seen in Syria, and those
we have come acioss are of the species common in
England, such as quails, two or three kinds of partridges,
snipe, woodcocks, besides rolins, waptails, larks, and seve-
ral varities of woodpecker.  One seldom or never hears a
bird sing, but then I can’t help func{;ing that it is because
there are so few trecs for them to alight upon. It is impos.
sible to imagine a bird singing except on a branch. Think
of a nightingale without a bush! The flowers are lovcl{,
even at this inclement time of the year. Crocuses grow in
[r.rofusion, and of every imaginable colour. They look so
tesh and fragile that it seems little short of a miracle how they
manage (o push their delicate heads through the rock.-bound
catth.” There are besides great patches of narcissus, tulips,
and asphodels to be seen in every direction, and in places
the sterile-looking ground is faicly covered with gum cistus
and wild pinks. The oleanders, which fringe tlie streams,
are more beautiful and luxuriant, with their masses of pink
blossoms, than anything 1 ever saw. ‘The blossoms are
single, but in great trusses, and ever so much prettier than the
double varicty usuall( cultivated in England.

Whilst chmbing slowly vp a steep bank on the opposite
side, a Bedouin of the tribe of Ben Issachar, mounted on a
pretty black n:are, overtook us 2t full gallop. He pulled up
and joined our party, and we talked to him for some time
through Karam. Albert offered to buy his long spear with
silver-bound joints, At one end was an iron point to stick
into the ground when not iz use, and at the other end a
sharp point of burnished steel.  He was a most friendly
and affable Bedouin, and shewed us all his atms—pistols,
sword, knife, and so forth, \Vhen we arrived at the rocky
plateau at the tap of the hill, he gave a sort of performance
for our amusement, galloping about and whirling his lance
with dramatic effect and many loud cries, as he thrust at and
parried thrusts from an imaginary enemy. He tumed and
twisted his mare about with incredible ease and swifiness,
only guiding her with a halter; for the bit, whichis scarcely
ever used except in warfare, hung idle from his saddle all
the time. We rode together for some distance, and at part.
ing, he took the charm from lus horse’s neck—a piece of
crescent shaped wood—and presented it to me with a most

raceful salaamy.  Altogether we were highly pleased with our
ellow-traveller, until old Hadji Hassa let ovt that his partin
words had been a strongly expressed wish to find any two o
us alone in a place where he could use his weapons in eamn.
est. Six together were beyond his ideas, so he made the
best of his disappointment, —Mrs, Drassey i Frazer’s Maga.
sinte.

CONSUAMPTION CUREL.

An old physician, retired from practice, having had placed
in his hands by an East India missionary the formula of a
simple vegetable remedy for the speedy and permanent cure
for Consumption, Bronchitis, Catarrh, Asthma, and all Throat
and Lung Affections, also 2 positive and radical cure for
Nexvous Debility and all Nesvous Complaints, after having-
tested its wonderful curative powers in thousands of cases,
has felt it his duty to make it known to his suffering fellows.
Actuated by this motive and a desire to relieve human suf-
fering, 1 will send free of charge to all who desire it, this re-
cipe, in German, French, or English, with full directions
for preparing and using. Sent by mail by addressing with
stamp, naming this paper, W. W. SHERAR, 749 Powers'
Block, Rochester, N. Y.

AW important concession to foreigners has been made at
Tientsin, where a large hospital for the treatment of discase
has been built by Leung Chang in gratitude for the recovery
of his wife under the trestment of foreign physicians after
the native doctors had given herup. The hospital is centirely
under the care of foreign medical men,

Bivths, Warringes and Jeaths.

BIRTH.

Oa October 3o0th, at 37 Baldwin St., Toronto, the wif
F. S, Robeus,‘of a 3on.




