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your present interests, je in suspense, you always feel anxious. If you have no
ýcontrol over the event, you feel more anxious. Youi cannot rest tili it is decided.
Suppose, for instance, that your property, your reputation, or your liveq, depended
on the verdict of a jury over which you had no control. You would not say,
while they were deliberating, It will avail nothing for me to, be anxious ; 1l will
therefore feel easy and unconcerned. You, could not feel unconcernedl: you
would be anxious ti'd1 tlbc decision was knowvn. To apply these remarks to the
case before us-: you know that God now commande you to repent, and threatens
you wiVh everlasting punishment unless you obey. You probess to believe that
you cannot obey without the assistance of Ilie grace. At the saine timo, you
must be sensible that it is altogether uncertain whether you will evor receive this
assistance ; that is, altogeflher uncertain ivlether you ehall perisli in jour sins,
as thousande do, while few find the way of life. Now, if you roally believed
this, you would be in a state of constant anxiety until your destiny was decidod ;
until you knew whether you should obtain Divine assistance or not. Shall I bc
,saved, or shial I perisli ? is a question which you would bo constantly and
anxiously asking. B3ut you do flot now ask this question. bou do not fcel tlie
anxiety. You are habitually easy and unconcernod; a demonstrative proof that
you do not hoieve C thl ccsta osuoesavation to be in your owvn
Power. Doceive flot yourselves, then, and insuit not God wtith an excuse wvhich
you do not really believe, and wvhicli, if it were true, would transfer ail blame
fromn sinnors to God, and prove that lie alone je guilty of ail the wickedness which
je perpetrated by Rie creaturos. Ile knowe wthat you eau do. and le does conm-
miand you to become religions to-day, and you must obey, or take the conse-
quences. It is painful, my friende, to nddross yon in thie language:- but whien
1 doliver God's message, I muet deliver it plainly ; I muet, to the utrnost of miy
power, apply it to your consciences, in ail ite nnbending, unaccomrnodating
strictuess; turn it wvhich way we pionce, it will say nothing but this-Repent, or
you porieli. And ivhat, after al], je there an very irksome, or disagreeable, in a
roligious life, that yon shonld -%ish to defer its commencement? I f you must
begin some time, why not begin to-da 'y? WVill yon reply, 1 know flot how to
begin ? God's voice, if you listen to, it, wi'll inforni you. It telle us that thiere ie
a veil upon our bearts-a veil ;vhicli prevents us froml discorning the patli of
duty - and it also telle us that 'wlen our hearte turn to the Lord, that veil shall
bc takcen awav. Turn, then, to God. Go to lm, as Hlie servante, for direction,
and lie wîll teacli you what you must do. If I mistake not, many of you are
like Agrippa, and for a long time have been almnost persunded to be Christians ;
but you hesitate, you linger, yon droad to take the firet stop. Perhaps, tvhen
you are Just on the point o? yielding to conviction, the question, What will the
wvorld, whnt tVill my companions say ? occurs to you, «and causes you to fear.
You dread the remnarke, the ridicule wvhiich it would draw upon you ; andti ere-
fore do violence to your convictions, or hock them up ini your own breast, tili they
die away. ln this maniner thousande gradually and insensibly harden thieir
hearts, till the trnth ceaes to affect them. Let sucli remember, that the fcar of
man bringeth a snare; that Jesue Christ lias said, Whosoever je ashamed of Me,
cof him ivi1l1 Ibc asharned at the last day. If you cannot bear thc reproacli of
men, how will ye bear hie condeinning sentence, and the everlnsting shame and
contempt which will follow it ? It will then be known that you hiad serions
thought.e, but that you banished them through1 fear o? men; and sinners thiem-
selves will dospise you ns a coward, wvho did not dare to do what hie kncev to bc
right. Dare, thon, to, do your duty, to obey your conscience and jour God, to be
religious; for you cannot be a Christian in dieguise. You muet corne out, and be
separate, or God will not rocoive you. Tak-e thon, at, once, corne decided step,
and let it bo known what you mneau to be ; and you wiIl find that thie, and ail the
other objeets of jour L'car, are more shndowe, and %çill feel ashanied that they
should -z:-er have influenced you for a moment. If jour hicart, still lingers, prose


