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xa:ctﬁfged was about t.he same—a trifle lower—as in
“Six’les;s Sho‘.)vs a c'on51derable increase in volume of
e ino . Wh}le the increase of premiums was asabove,
Breater rease in losses pald. was, however, very much
. The 129 companies paid in 1891 for losses
455:(;(:72»453,'while in. 18go the I.:}S companies paid $59,-
ang a*h’l?n' increase in losses paid of %9, 552,141, or tw.o
; rea s: times as r.nuch asthe premium increase. This
 cons, however, is not so serious as might seem when
usider that 18go was an exceptionally good year
€ companies. If we look at total income and ex-
ture, we find that in 1891 increase in the former
12,3;890 was $3,709.479, and the increase in the latter
in 1o 82;557- This is relatively larger than the. increase
iVidend"and as less rather than more was pa_ld out for
Renera] s, more would seem to have been paid out for
a shrinekxpenses. Very naturally, the surplus shows
age from $28,100,467 to $25,683.721 —a

€ase of $2,425,746.

To THE LIFE ASSURANCE OUTLOOK.

Ust s : careful observer of passing eveuts the fact
s ﬁrr?: tolel:ably clear that never was lx.fe assurance
aVOrabla basis nor the opportunity for its extension

€ incre f as at the prf‘:sent. moment. Nf)t only has

beep a'n a;mg army of intelligent agents in the field
p'ejlldic:‘ ucational force among the masses, removing
COrreqt :_ and crude errors and. replamng them with
tica bex, lﬁeWS of ﬁ?ndamental principles, but the prac-
. be ts accruing more and more each year, alike
haye dusmess man and to -the widow and orphan,
rhet()ri:ala convincing eloquence beyond the power of
TRumens d;scourse or forceful logic. The tangible
ich ap Ota ﬁ\_!e or ten thousand dollar check is one
Congjy; P PEAS with complete success to all classes and

lons of e . .
® Vear 18 n and women. The fact that during

Mpanieg

Peng;
OVer

or de n the English-speaking countries alone
s fath claims, endowments and annuities $135,-
Statesa;,(? which $66,000,000 were paid in the United
1arg 'd Canada, isa loud-speaking fact which the still
the : o PUrsements of 1891 only emphasize. Under
fory Yceurin'ce of beneficent results found to be uni-
Whi to ain, repeated in a million neighborhoods, and
fidep, igether make the above magnificent total, con-
S beCOming. strong and duty plain among
Uger, Sh Verage intelligence. The question is mno
What com all T insure ? but For how much and with
Winag; Pany shall I insure? To influence the deter-
of to-qay of th_ese two questions the work of the agent
Very rels mainly directed.
hoy co fe“t events have demonstrated most forcibly
Publie 4 Py tooted has become the confidence of the
o ‘ e:t‘abllity of life assurance. ‘The world has
o for Seve:P;eCtacle of systematic and. vigorous crit-
: tia agement of ong months by the public press of the
fa? 0n this One of the largest life assurance institu-
Aith iy t Co.n'tment’ and yet such hasbeen the general
Qh“tge € ability of the com t tinue the dis-
th Of all ig g or: pany to continue the
. O questi 1gations—a faith as strong among
m‘“&gem y loned the ability or integrity of the
: e 8 among any—that although lapses and

f:ome of a

90 the level-premium life and industrial life-

surrenders were naturally somewhat increased, yet the
company closed the year with a gain of more than
forty-five million dollars of assurance in force, and issued
a larger number of new policies than during the pre-
ceding year. ‘This case is important as illustrating the
abiding confidence which has of late ytars grown up in
the soundness of level premium life assurance, as well
as in the certainty that defective administration will be
discovered and speedily corrected. ‘Twenty five years
ago such an experience as we have referred to would
have utterly ruined a company by destroying an only
half-formed public confidence, and even ten years ago
it would have been sufficiently serious.

But not only have a majority of the people come to
know and to believe in regular life assurance, but they
are getting pretty well acquainted with the various
imitations and substitutes furnished during the last
twenty years. ‘T'hey have seen demonstrated by actual
results the fundamental weakness of the assessment
system, the best specimens of which concede that weak-
ness by seeking to devise a reserve feature of some sort,
and who begin to grade assessments partly according to
age, while the worst specimens invariably go to pieces
in a few years like a rope of sand. The long list of
assessment endowment swindles, which have sprung up,
mushroom like during the past two years, is now a
short one, and will soon be known no more, save in
history. They have well served the cause of legiti-
mate life insurance, for their pietentious and their
disastrons end, after gaining the confidence and the
hard-carned savings of thousands, has brought out in
sharp contrast the world-wide difference between legiti-
mate insurance and counterfeit schemes. These people,
with eyes opened by the completeness of the failure
and the pain of their loss, cannot fail to see all around
them friends and neighbors who have been the bene-
ficlaries of genuine insurance while they have been
the victims of imposture. Naturally they will turn to
that kind of insurance that has repeatedly demon-
strated that it can fulfill every promise and interpose

unfailing succor in the hour of need. To all the
workers in the cause of legitimate life assurance, whe-
ther in the office or in the field, the time is propitious
and the outlook encouraging. Confidence in the
system and respect for its representatives is widespread
and growing every day, and to the true menin the
business there are better prospects than ever beforc.
For schemers and loafers, sneaks and adventurers, what-
ever may have been in the past, there is no longer any
room, for the business is both beneficent and honorable,
not only in itself but in the eyes of the public, and only
clean, competent men can win in its service. For such
there is abundance of room.

CLIMBING THE ASSESSMENT HILL.

Some months since we called attention to the steady
increase of assessments called for by the various State
grand lodges of the Ancient Order of United Work-
men, the older of these in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee and elsewhere having for some years
made the full 24 calls to which they are limited, and
then received in addition large amounts from the
supreme lodge. The rules of the order provide that
whenever maximum number of calls inany grand lodge




