IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

worldly afluence. This should not be, but
in the present imperfect world, it often is so.
Does the desire for the ministry when thus
alloyed with other adverse desives, appear
genuine and sufficient? Circumstances are
to be considered before the question can be
answered. Ve have observed the impossi-
bility of attaining to perfection in this life;
so we cannot expect that the desire for the
ministry, however important such a desire
may be, can be perfectly pure. The only
way, then, of ascertaining its legitimacy, is
to analyse carefully its consistency. Foreign
and other ingredients in it fhust, for the most
part, be admitted, because they cannot be
excluded, but they must never preponderate,
Love for God’s cause must be the chief, pre-
dominating desire; and if it is so, the inter-
nal call is valid, notwithstanding ull the im-
perfections that.may cling to it.

Fear is a third element that enters into the
internal eall. However apparently strong
one’s faith is, and however intense his desire
.for the ministry may be, if he has no doubt-
ings or fear upon entering this sacred pro-
feasion, he has great reason to be apprehen-
sive that his faith is a sham, and that his
desire is not the regenerative cifect of the
Holy Spirit upon bhis sou), but a feeling
prompted by worldly motives. ‘This fear,
then, is a test, in some weasure, by which
one can determine whether his views to fol-
low the ministry gre sound or not; and hence
i:s nature ought to be well understood. It
is not that heartless, slavish fear which one
ordinarily feels when apprehensive of ap-
gmaching danger; it is rather a pleasing,

oly fear, the product of a high moral sense
in the soul. It is a fear to offend God in any
way, and a feeling of incapacity to agdvance
efficiently His cause. Paul had tits fear
when he exclaimed: “Who is sufficient for
these things?” When it is combined with a
holy zeal to advance the Redeemer’s king-
dom, it constitutes that “joy with trembling,”
which the Psalmist speaks of; hence it must
he experienced, in a greater or less degree,
by every one who intends following the min-
istry, before he can nave reason to toye that
he has a legitimate call toit, |

But let us now speak briefly on the exter-
nal call. ‘This includes physical and intellec-
tual aptitudes for the work, and an authori-
tative formal call to it from some ecclesiastical
body. Iirst, physical aptitudes. These are
the voice and bodily robustness, A good,
strong, and musical voice is peculiarly neces-
sary to effective preaching; whereas when it
is naturally weak and defective, so as to be
incapable of conveying audibly the words of
Divine truth to a whole congregation, one
should not undertake the work of the minis-
try, however strong might be his desire for
it. Agaiy, health, and a certain amount of
bodily robustness are indispensable. The
person who would faithfully and efiiciently

211

quires, it i3 well known, a considerable shar~
of bodily cnergy: if he is destitute of this, i
is évident that for the time, he has no physi.
eal external call, .

Lastly, the external call to the ministry
supposes no small share of intellectual apti-
tudes. It is quite a mistake to suppose, a<
some persons seem to do, that a small sharc
of intellect is sufficient for discharging all the
duties that devolve upon the minister. ‘The
preacher, in order to be edifying and instruc-
tive to his people, must ever be able “to bring
out of his treasury things new and old.” I
must have a retentive memory, a fertil
imagination, and a strong reasoning faculty
When he bas all these qualifications in fa.
proportion, he has in part, an external eall «
the ministry ; but although he may have bot::
physical and intellectual fitness for the wors
these of themselves are little, if the veal 1.«
ternal desire is wanting., A locomotive may
have in it the most approved machinery, anc
its wheels may equal in strength those of i
Car of Juggerraut, yet what end does all this
external fitnessserve as long as itstands with-
out any steam to set its machinery in motion®
So the student must possess a strong and
sincere zeal for the work, or all his qualitica-
tions, both bodily and mental, will avail hun
litle : they will never furnish him with a lepi-
timate eall to the ministry.

" Jourx LIvINGsTON.

SOME OF THE CAUSES OF FAILURE IN Mis-
SIONARY ENTERPRISE.
[Extracts from a Spcech by the Rev. Normin
- Macleod.]

Is there anything in your present missior.-
ary staff ur in your management that ought
to shake the confidence of the Church?® I
know several of our missionaries in India
most intimately ; and I say here that T do net
know in the whole course of my acquainiance
any more thoroughly God-fearing devoted
men than these missionaries are. Weil, themn,
we send out our men in this way; but not
semding out ‘others to assist and to carry on
the work, the nmission—either from our un-
belief or sheer indifference, from our having
no faith, or not caring a farthing about it—
is broien up, and one mission is broken up
after another; so that in some few years,
perhaps, some sleepy man will begin to open
his cyes, and ask, * Have you no Indian
mission?” and then he will add, “Ah! I was
always suspicious about these Indian mis-
sions.” I ask, then, with such men lahoring
for us, can you account for the indifference of
thousands on the ground that they cannot
have confidence in our mission? What is it
that we do want? It is not men, for we have
got tnem; and from all we have learned—
Lior we have not minutely inquired, seeing
we have no means to send them—we think

«ischarge all the duties of the ministry, re-

them wortny of being sent. We used to he



