
THE MONTHLY R1,kORD
OF 1111P

c4tuvrc# of eotirne

VOL. IX. IECEMBERs 1863. No. 12.

"IF I PORGET TliEE O JERaus&rsIt! LET MY IUXONT RAND FORGET ITSct<No"P.3. ..

Pay your CRurch Dues. 'vc propose to advert to a single anid reniark-

WP rfer ot hre o th obl- lalee phase of it. We meart tic sinful and
Wa rfernothereto he bliations im- Nvicked %vithholding of whant, by direct or im-

posed by honesty and justice, in the payment fplied contract, conigregations have engapc'-d to
of our common debts, althoughi that is *a du- giî c for the conîfortable maintenance of their
ty, strange as it may, seem, of which Christi- iinisters. In the rural distritts, salaries de-
ans need to bc continually remiîîded; but of pend on individual subscriptioiis. 0On the
the imperative nature of the elainis imposed iliith of tliese, ministers are indnred to accept
on all professing Christians to contribute settiemecnts; and yet îvheni the), have ruoved
their proportionatc quota towards the su To)frt their families witlain the bounds of such con-
of the gospel. God might have establishied a gregations, presnrning that the promise of
ministry of angèls, which needed no worldly Christians il. sacred, how often are they sur-
support; this, however, lie lias not donc. le prised to find that these subseriptions are.
lias instituted a ministry of men, of like con- Nwitlî ditficulty, collected! Sometimes it i'4

atitution and wants us those ta wvhom they are plcaded that no one lias time to go round and
sent, and hias accompanied their commission 1gather themi; at others, that excuses are madle
wit> the renlinder that thc Il laborer is wor- I pnd reitcrated that payaient is not conveni-
thy of his hire." Volnntarily cnt off from lecnt, althoughi there i; no lack of mnens to
oter sources of snpplv. they are dependent mnli prciniFes fcir t hzir ptersonai profit; and
for their ivor-ll support ou the people to iii sontie cases, payment is refusecl.
whom they arc sent. It is Gsd(is (iwn ar- Ilere. tlien, is a minister of .lesus Christ
rangement, and hie will strictli inquire iiito îeft absolutely destitute of the means of li% in-
the manner iii which it is fulfllled. and paving his dchts, through the falsifi cation

As a general and notorions matter of fact, of the promises of persons professing to he
the Chnrch lias îievcr showni its appreciation Christians! It is another, but not a less re-
of God's gift of a tecling ministry l)y its li- i-oltiug- aspect of this subjeet, that wlben a
beral sustentation of it. 1Hundreds of our mniister is settlecl upon tic presuimption of
ministcrs live iii poverty, aud arc diverted s1uch %uhîscriptions, there are sonie to be fonnd
froni an exclusive attention to their lîcculiar in miv congregation s, wlîo dlaim that their
work, by anxious and paimîful thoughts, how luiti to pay %vas oal for a year, and
tlîey may live without iwhollv secularizing hetire witlolcl or dimnish the aznount of
themeelves. It is no refutation, of tlîis to ýsulîscrijitin for the next ycar. Thcy have
point ont a few exceptional cases, iu wlîicl indmîce' tlîc mnister to come anion- tlîem.
ministers are pettcd and pamî,erecl, and have 'thev know lie cannot command the menais of
abuadance throwa iito their laýi>. h is îîot s p reidyl remnoval, and now thîey arc Milling to
vithi the majority of the ivorking, clergy. OF sec hiiîî strugglc and gasp like a drowning
the gencral sub;ject of miinisteriail support man, with thxe predetermination of rcfusing- to
kiueh liar been written and spoken, lit preseut lii a helping hand! A beantiful conîmea-
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