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sone of the many problerns which can be considered ini the
way I bave indicated.

The other po'nt is one which, perha.,s, I should mention
with bated breath. I desire to eall attention to the change
in the position of the Judges of the Superior Courts by re-
cent legisiation, the effeet of which was nlot, I arn sure,
cither contemplated or intended by its authors. Heretofore
only judicial duties have been imps~ed on theni, and the
only place where they t*'uch the streani of political life is
in the Election Court, where their duties are wholly judicial.

New t'1 ey are obliged to act as Commissioners, and to
hold any inquiry which any Governnent, Federal or Pro-
v'incial, mnay designate theni for. This is now subject to
the consent of the Governer-General in Council. The essen-
tial differenre ie that Judgea may be projected into political
quarrels, and in such a way that their report, and they
theniselves, are bound to beconie factors in the dispute, and
this without their consent.

Under our political conditirns I do not see how it ie pos-
sible to hedge the Judge who niakes such a report, with the
traditional irnmunity froin criticism, because he le flot exer-
cising judicial functions, but merely expressing opinions,
whose acceptance is bound to depend upon his ordinary
reputation for fairnems and judgnient. Consequently his
character, predilections, teniperament and affiliations and
the Judge hiniseif became part of the res gestae, U2 I niay
use that terni.

This is not desirable state of affaire, and should be altered.
It is a real peril and a derogation from the statue which I
amn sure we ail desire that Judges should occupy. I rnay
4gain point out that this resuit wae not, I arn sure, in the
niinds of those responsibie for the passing of 'the recent
Statute.

Even if a Judge does hie best, his end will, I fear, be
simular to that of the sylph in "Thei~ Rape of the Lock," who
approached too near to the scissors. "Fate urged the shears,
,and rut the sylph in twain."


