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A CROWN ATTORNEY'S REMINISCENCES. 9

sense of Dr. Gunn, local magistrate, solved .th: problem. An
information was laid and a search warrrs ut issued, and the trou
sers were captured. The late Chief Justice Cameron, for the
defence, scored the magistrate and constable as there was then
ro provigion in law authorizing such a proceeding. The Parlia-
ment recognized the value of some means for obtaining evidence
that would be useful in prosecutions, provisions to which are
now embndied in the Criminal Code section 629. Although the
trousers had been very carefully washed, Professor Ellis dis-
covered what he thought were “races of blood, and after a long
investigation was able to establish the fact, but the trial had
to be postponed for 6 months until this was found to be blood.
But in the then state of chemical and microscopical investiga-
tion he was unable to say that this was human blood. The coun-
sel for the prisoner, fearing the effec. of the doctor’s evidence,
put a witness in the box to account for the presence of the blood
which had come from MePherson's fingers, by having previously
met with an accident on a reaping machine. The witness was
subsequently diserediied as to his veraeity, but the impression
satisfied the jury that the blood was human blood and was the
blood of the woman at the time of the criminal assault.

The difficulties that arose in those days .ave been mastered
Ly recent discoveries in testing for human blood. It so hap-
bened that Dr. Eilis was dangerously il when the case was t
tried after the adjournment, and there was a second adjourn-
ment for 6 weeks of the assize. Sir Amilius Irving was to have
taken the Crowu business at the time of the first adjournment
and had a great amount of work in preparing for it. The Hon.
Mr. Justice Britton prosecuted when the prisoners were con-
victed.

A very trying and much tried case tells of the vagaries of
jurors. In th¢ early sixties, Dr. J. V. Ham, the first deputy
Clerk of the (‘rown and County and Surregate Court Clerk for
the County of Ontario, commenced an action on behalf of him-
self and wifc against one Lasher and others, to recover some
lands of which Mrs. Ham had a patent.
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