
more to the country .than to have so mnany dollars paid ietq the lanà
office, and have the property lie in a state*of nature and urideveloped.

'Èhere is a wvrong systein practised ini Ontario and Quebcè, the sel-
Iir.g of mining, land s by miction. Whien a valuable ore bas been dis-
covered in a section of country the excitement gets strong, and the
land office is floo.ut: wthi' applications for lots, and to satisfy, not the
discoverer, but coiitencling partip3 the properties are advertised and
sold by auction, and the competition raises the price heyond that whielt
a miner eau afford to pay. The discoverer is rot rewarded, and the
property fails into the bands of a more wealthy mnan, a speculator, who,
vwi1l flot work it liimself, bnb purchases it on the -chance -of a rise in
value, which. fails te corne, and the preperties so r.old rernain unde-
velopéd. The district ought to be opened as a free-grant mining camp,
and the properties would be develeped under prop.-r mining laws and
inspection, and the country receive xr1any times more benefit than by
sellin1g it unconditiorîiilly.

The vast impýortance to a country of tl;e proper devclopment of its
minerai wealth renders this subjeet one requiving the attention and care-
fui censideration of oiir legislators andl citizens.


