THE WEEKLY MIRROR.

-

Vou. L]

— g

HALIFAX, FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1835,

[No.-lc.

~ s

v
a.

NATURAL HISTORY.

THE PORCUPINE.

. The Porcupine is a native of Africa,
ndia, and the Indian Islands; and is some-
imos found in Italy and Sicily. Itis a
rnless inoffensive animal, and seems to
ish to be at peace; and, if it should be
acked by other animals, it has no
eugth-of limbs to cnable it to resist, nei-
ther hesit much swiftness of foot to enable
itio run.away. But Providence has su
plied it with a defenco of a very wonderful
ind;—a covering of hard sharp quills, all
over its body. 1t is 2 common notion that
e Porcupine has the power of shooting out
se quills, to a distance, againstits enemy;
ut thisis a mistake. If he is attacked,
indeed, he will 1ift up his sharp quills, and
thus.offer a good defence against any animal
bat might come near him.” The quills are
rom-nine to fifteen inches in length; and,
then the Porcupine is angry, he shukes
hese quills, and stamps with his feet on the
ground like a rabbit, making, at the same
[time, a sort of grunting noise. DMost ani-
s are afraid of attacking the Porcupine,
from their dread of his sharp quills, which

ould give o serions wound to any cresturd
that should make war upon him.
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THE PALM-TREE.

~The palm is one of the most beautiful
trees in the vegetable kingdom, and fre-
quentlyrises to the height of a hundred feet,
The leaves, when the tree has grown to the
size for bearing fruit, are six or eight feet
long, are very broad, and are used for cov-
sring houses and other similar purposes.—
The fruit of the tree is called date, and
grows in clusters below the leaves, and is of
g 2sweet agreeable taste.
p From the lcaves the natives make couch-
jes, baskets, bags, mats and brushes; and
Mfrom the branches cages for the poultry, and
ltfences for the gardens; from the fibres of the
Ibonghs, thread, ropes, and rigging; from
the sap, a spirituousliquorisprepared; and
the tree furnishes fuel.  Itissaid, thatfrom
the body of one varicty of the palm-tree,
meal has been extracted, which is fonnd
among the fibres of the trunk, aud has been
used for food.
-+ Thistree arrivesat itsgreatest vigourabout
Bitty years after its trensplantation, and
o “continues for seventy-years afterward,
anndally bearing fifteen or twenty clusters
of dates, each of them weighing 15 or 20
poinds. After this period it begins gradual-
ly to decline, and usunally falls about the
latter end of its second century.
¢ The root of the palm-tree produces a

at number of suckers, which, spreading
upward, form u kind of forest. Ttis, pre-
bably, to this multiplication of the palm-
tree, that the prophet alludes, when he
-says, ‘The rightcous shall flourish like the
palm-tree.”

COMMON THINGS.

No.10.—M 1 N D.

The universe is composed of mind or

irit, and matter. The various faculties of
the mind, embracing hoth intellects aud af-
fections, with their actions und influences
upon each other; and matter, with its com-
binations, sud the laws which govern it, and
its action upon mind, present one of the
most commeon and one of the most sublime
objects in a boundless creation. Not mere-
ly every rational being, hut every animal,
even in the lowest orders of insects and rep-
tiles, possesses something distinct from mat-
ter. Itpossessesthe power of moving itself—
of contracting its musclesat pleasure. Many
orders in the animal kingdom possess pas-
sions or propensities in common with men.
They have fear, anger, love, hatred, love
of

faculty of fitting means to ends, varying
with circumstances.

Most animals have in common with roan
the five senses—they can see, hear, taste,
smell, and fegl; and in many instances
these senses ave much stronger and more de-
licate, among animals than among men.—
Mind or spirit, or something distinet from
matter, is visible in its operations or effects
every where.

But what is more appropriately cased
mind, is not cnly common, existing as it
does wherever there is a.rational being to
contemplate it, butitconstitutes the highest,
the most interesting., and the most sublime
part of the universe of God. It isuotonly
as copunon 9s human beings, aud assublime
as the Great Creator, but is so plain and
simple as to be within the comprehension of
a child three or four yearsold.  Itisa great
and lamentable mistake, that intellectualand
moral philosoply can be comprehended only
by sage philosophers. Y oung philosophers,
for such are all children, and much more
rational than the old ones, are exactly fitted
and prepared to understand and to relish
the operations and the results of mind. Aska
child of five yearsold, whata brute, such as
a horse or dog, can do that a tree cannot,
and although it is the first time the question
was asked him, or his mind brought to it
except by its own voluntary act, and he
will at once prove that he has the power of
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discrigdination, and that he has béen much
in the hHabit of discriminating. Ask him
again, hat a child can do thata brute can-
not, or to distinguish between tbe rational
and the diimal” powers, and he will soon
couvince you that he is not merely able to
understand, but that he has studied, and
studied with effect, the powers of mind as
distinct frovi ‘matter. He will convince
you that lie lfas studied botlt the intellectual
and moral faculties of his nature—that he
has made great progress in the exercise and
improvement of his intellectual powers—
that he is Guite competent to decide ques-
tious of right and wrong-—and to understand
‘his obligation to pursue the one and avol
the other. Question him respecting the na-
ture and terdency of the great christiap
principle of loding our neighbor —of toing
yood to each othe,,—and he will convince
vou that hi3 perceptions un moral subjects
are accurate aid clear—and that he 1s far
more aice wu hisdiceriminations than adults.
How delightful and animating would be
the reflection, if the operations and intes
course of miuds and hearts produced nothing
but good fredt. Hew consoling and howglo-

power, ‘ambitiou,. revenge, gratitude, riois would be the thought, that all the
Yad ax ibfedfor~spetios-of-ressonys orthe~valationy

Arntercourse in avusivense-of
minds were valy calenlated to elevate-and
cnnoble them, and render them more worthy
of themselves, and mare like their Creator.
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THE MONTIIS.—No. 5.

Mav, the fifth month in the year, veck-
oning from our first, January ; and the third;
ccunting the year to begin with March, as
the Romans anciently did, wascalled Maits
by Romulus, in respect to the senators and
nobles of Liis city, who were named Jajores!

The first of Moay was dedicated®hy the
Romans to on: of thz most pleasii and
splendid of their festal rites.  “Their houses
were decked with egarlands of flowers and
the day was devoted to pleasure.  Some are
of opinion, that the customs formerly so
much observed in England on the first of
May, have rather been borrowed from our
zothic ancestors than from the Romans.
Shakespeare says, that it was < impossible
to make the people sleep on May-n.orning,
and this eagerness .

< To do observance to a morn of May,” ‘ .

was not confined to any particular rank nzx
society, but royal and noble personages, as
well as the lower orders, weut out a « May-
ing" earlyin the moraing of the firstof May.”
May has ever been the favouritemonthof
the year in poetical description; but the!
praises so lavishly bestowed upon it, took™



