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NATTYRAL H!STORY.

TISE PORCUPINE.
rT.Im Porcupino is a native of Africa,

India, and the ludian Islands; and is sottie-
-found ini Italy and Sicily. It is a

tdbe at peace; and, if it sbouîd be

èd by other animais, it lias no
'gth'of limbs ta enablo it ta resist, ui-

er 1 Psit mucis swifuîess af foot to enable
t;tê iiirnaway. But Providence lias su?,-

it with a defenoo of a very wonderful

ver' acovering ?f bard sharp quilis, ail
, Porcupine bas the power ofshoaîing- out

Ihmquilis, ta a distance, againstitsenemy;.
ut tissis a mistake. If ho is attacked,

iadeed, Lew~ill lift up bis sharp quills, and
thus.offer agood defence agý,ainst any anial
thatmight corne uear bun. The quilîs are
from-stine ta lfteen inches in length; and,
When te Porcupine is angry, lie shakos
thesôquills, anîd stamps svith bis fent on the
ground, like a rabiti, makiîîg, at the saine
une, a sort of grunting noise. Most îusi-
niais ame afraid of attaeking the Parcupine,
ftom tbeir dread of bis sharp quills, ivhich
w'Ould-give a serions -wnund ta any creturi3'
that slaould make wvar uapon 1M.

Tepalm ir aise of te rnost beautifuil
,trees in Lte vegetable kingdlom, and fre-
quentlyrises ta the heiéht of a lîundred feet.
[Theleaves, "hois the tron lias gown ta te
size for bearing fruit, arc six or eight fnet
IflDg, are very br&i-d, anîd arc useti fer cav..
ering, houses and ather similar purposes.-.
The fruit of the troc is called date, a-id
gro% 8 ini clusters bielow the beaves, anti is of
,asweet agrecable taste.

Frium te leaves the natives m ake couch-
It, baskets, bags, mats and brtishes; and
Ifroin the branches cages for lte poulfry, and
Ifences for the gardons; front the libres of the
6bugias, throad, reos, and rigging; front
thëisaps, a spirituousliquorispreparecl; aed
the troc furnishes fuel. Itis said, that front
the body af one varioty of the palm-tree,
naeal bas boas extracted, whlic!i is foitnd
a Mong te fibres of thc trussk, ami. ltas beon
Used for food.
J *Tbistree arrives at its greatestvigourabc'ut

ýtiptt years aftor ils transplantation, and
do z-oistinues for seventy-ycars aftervard,
anadally boaring fifteea or tventy clusters
of dates, eaeh f thean Nveighing15 or 20
ptnlad. After this period it begins graduai-
ly ta deoline, and usually falls about the
latter end of ils second century.ý: The root of the palm.tree produces a

great nunîber af suekers, wliich, spreadiuig di*iiidatnàtion, and tiat lie has bèen anuOb
upwvard, forai a kind af forest. It is, pre- in the habit of diseriminating. .Asklmi
babiy, ta titis mutltiplication of the palm- again, il9ât a claild cas, do titata bruteocan-
troc, that te prophet alludes, wvIenî ho not, or tô distiaguishi betvien tte rational

.si'ys, 'The righteous sitai flourisi liko the and tid h, Ïwal powers, and ho will sooit
palus-trco.' eoîvincË yýou that hoe is not imorely able tio

understaîid, but tlîat lie bas studied, ard
COMINON TLIINGS. studicti witb et, lte powers of nind'ai

No. o.-m 1 , 1).distinct froti 'maLter. 1-o trill conviiclo
NO. 1.-M IN D.yeti that fie lias sludied bath the intelleetual

Thîe universe is composed of ntind or andi moral faculties af bis nature--that ho
spirit, and niatter. The various faculties af bas nmade ýreai pragrcss ini the exorcise and
the mind, enibracing hotit intellects aiid atf- impraveanont of bis intellectual povrs-
fections, witlî tîteir' actions and influences tit lie is quite cýatipetent ta decido ques-
upon cach othcr; and matter, witlî its cotu- tietns af ri,- «tt and .Yron,,--zttd ta uîiderstand.
bînations, end te laws wliich gavera il, ami 'bis obligaomi ta jîursuo tic aie aud. avQif
ifs action upon aîind, present anc af tho taLter. Quiestion liii rospeu:ting Uttnýý-
xnost comnim znd ane of the most sublime turc and titdency of the groat christîtai
abjectsinaabouiidloss rea-tioii. Notmnere- plincipie of Ioiiig auir iteglabr-of tlOiîq
ly evory ratioral being, but every animaal' yowd tu cach ptAe,-atd lie îvill convince
even iii te iowest ordoaf imseets ant el- you tbat lus 'peeptians ,,n moral subjécds
tilos, possesses soniething- distinct fron a ta- are accurate -ihd clcar-and tîtat lic is far
tcr. Itpn estie powe'r af morin- itsef- mocre etice ;u 1~~d~rrniain tit adi lts.
of cmi ast= ils na±sclo.at pleasmre. M-aay flow deliglhtful a ataimating wvould e
orders iii te animal kingdoia possess pas- thet refictii, if the opierations and inter-
siens or propensities la commoni ivith moan. course of sanhids anîd hearts praduced nothing
They bave fear, asîger, love, liatred, love but good fret. 1-leiw consolitg and lîawglo-
of Pawer, ambitiin, revtunge, gratitude, rious %vauld lie e fli huglît, titat ail Ste
t-nd* ar i~ei~ciser îo.h-kii~~Iiecusl nies*c
faclity af fitting é teamas ta ends, Varyiîîg ainds ivere î'n!y cnlcidatcd ta ebevate-and

-vtacieitstances. ennoble thenai, and rentier thein nmore wortby
osanimalts have ini comnian witlî mani af thinselves, antli mre like their Crcatar.

te tive senses-tîey eaul sec, hecur, taste,
snseli, and ftel; andin iinariy instances
Lttuse senses are mucit stronger anîd nmarc de-
licate, amnniOtlgntals tirait a;iioliîý nien.-
M~indc or spirit, or sonîething distinci. frein
!natter, is visible in ils operatioxîs ar effeels
every tvberc.

Bizt:!. iat is maorc nppropriatciy ca..ed
mmnd, is not enly commuin, existing as it
dots whlerëver there is arational heism- ta
conteniplale il, bti otttic ielihet
the nîost ittteresting. anîd the nîost sublinte
part of the ainiverse of Gori. IL is not aniy
as conîrn aos lîtînan beittîgs antias sîtisiie,
as the Great Creator. but is su plaina and
simple as ta be wvitiin the coraprehetision of
a child tltre or four years aid. Itisa great
anti lamentable nîistake, that intellect tal andi
moral philosophyq cati bc conîprcliended only
bysage philosophites. Yoîing pltilosopiturs,
for sucli are ail clîildren, and s-ucli mar(-
rational tItan te aId ones, are exactly littetl
anîd prcpared ta underst-ind andi ta relish
theoaperatians and the resuits of mind. Ask a
citild of five years aid, whist a brute, sueit as
a htorse or dlo,-, cans do titat a troc cannot,
and aithougit it is the first time te question
%vas asked ias, or bis id brought ta iL
except by its awn voluntary aet, and lie
will at once prove duat lie lias te potver oi

THlEM X U .N.~

MÂLY, the M sift rnnth in lthe year. teck-oinii fruit aur frtfist Januairy; aidtlite third*;
ccuntiing the year ta he-in wviLl March, a_ý
tie Ronmans a ncently dia, ivas calied 11aiks
by 'Romuilits, si resp-,ct to Lte senators anda
nobles of Itis City, 'n'ho wem naîned *mdorc..

Tite first of M yas dcdicate&.rb' lteè
Ronianq ta on' -i ofh2 rnast pleiiitt& aîl
splendid of' titeir festal rites. Thecir houses
were deeked %viff -arlands af floirers andi

Lit dy ws ivop tapiasue.Sarne are
of opinion, that the customs formerly sa
mucli ohserrcd in Etnid ont the firs:t uf
31at, have rallier been borrawed front aur
gotfiic ancestors titan front the Romans.

t~laksperesays, that it was "limpossible
ta ako the people sleep ont Miay-r..ornïag,
antd titis cagerness

"9To do observance ta a tuorn of MIax,"
wvas nat confined ta any particular ransk tic
saciety, bat rayai and noble persaxiages, as
well as the lower orders, wvcut atta -ilIay-
iaag" early in Lte morning ai the firetoMay.'

ilav lias over been the favourite mentitof~
the year in poetical description; but the'
praises Sc, lavishly beslowved tapai it, tôk".


