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DIARY FOR MARCH.

1. Tues. St. David. Shrove Tîiesday. Sub-Treasurer of
school mnoneys to report to Couuity Auditors.

2. Wed. Ash WVedmesday.
6. SUN. lst Suwndoq n Lent.
8, Tues. General Sussions and County Court Sittings

1 County York
3 * SUN. 2nd .Suuday in Lent.

17. Thur. St. 1(tiîek'3 Duy.
20.* SUN. 3rd Siundaby in Lent.
25. Fri.. Lady Day.
27. SUJN. MAL Sanday in Lent.

AND

XUNICIPÂL GAZETTE.

MÂRCH, 1870.

CRIMINALir LAW CONSOLIDATION.

A. good work was donc last Session by the
Mlinister of Justice in placing on the Statute
IRook of the Dominion a series of Acts assimi-
latin- and corisolidating with valuable amcnd-
Inents the whole body of the Criminal Law.
SOllething was accomplished the previous Ses-
Sion, and something yet remains to be donc in
retspect to minor outlying enactments, to make
SPerfect wholc, but we can even now boast of

Moecmplete consolidation than they have
tlEngland, and we refer to cap. 29 of 32 & 33

'Vi0., "lAn .Act respecting procedure in Crimi-
~Ial cases and other matters relating to Criminal

4W in proof of the assertion. Ail the lead-
Ing acts, are founded on the Consolidated Cri-
TI1iiial Statutes passed in England as models,,
'*ith' such alterations and modifications as
eee required to suit these enactments to, the

eondition of Canada, and such as were neces-
8a'Y to suit the tribunals and mode of pro-
eedure in courts of the several Provinces.

These measures were ail prepared after the
~110t careful consideration by the Minister of
JuStice and upon conference with Ieading

lur1ista and public men from the several Pro-
'Vinces , and were put into shape under the
direction of the Minister of Justice by that
'er able lawyer and most experienced legal
drartsinan Mr. Wicksteed, the Law Clerk of
th0 e louse of Commons, assisted by the
'aeputY Minister of Justice. Other able
and exPerienced men, on the ]iench and at
t1e.1ar, are understood to have given thoir
04dvice and assistance.- Indeed nothing was

Und 11(one by the Minister of Justice to
81C0Ure to the Dominion a valuable and cern-
Plete code of Criminal Law.

The bills were introduced in the Session of
1868 and passed the Hb use of Commons, but
owing to influences that ought not to have
prevailed with any man in a matter of science,
the bills were for the rnost part thrown over
tili ]ast Session. Although great disappoint-
ment was feit at the time, the postponernent
had this good effect, that the bills were ail
again gone over by the Minister of Justice
with the most searching care to discover any
error and test their correctness and comiplete-
ness in every particular. The bills thus pre-
pared, mnatured and perfected, finally becarne
laW anid came into force on the lst day of
Jafluary last.

As already observcd, the standard for most
of thora is the English Critninal Laiv Con-
solidation, and the value and imnportance of
this is obvious to every professional maxn,
and indeed must be s0 to any intelligent
person who takes the trouble to consider the
subjeet. Such a course opens to us at once
the whole of the English cases decided on
these Statutes, and the learned light thcy cast
upon the enactments will be of the greatest
possible value in assisting the numerous tri-
bunals throughout the Dominion in determin-
ing any question that may arise upon our own
eilactIments.

'We are led to make these remarks by sceing
the notices given by members for anicndments,
to the Criminal Law-laws just corne intoý
force, and we cannot but think that any at-
teinPt to alter a code only just completed, and

before even a single assize has past or sittings,
of the Court of Sessions taken place, untimely
and Uncalled for. If any positive error has
been discovered Jet it be pointed out to the
MiniSter of Justice, and let him, as the respon-
sible Minister, amend it. But for independent
meinbers who have not had the whole system
in view to be allowed to eut and hack at a bit
here and a bit there because they may deem,
or their constituents may deem some altera-
tion expedient or necessary, is not defensible,
on any ground, and we trust it will not be,
allowed. If for no0 other reason the move is
premature, and if the door be once opened to,
a Iltinkering " legislature, the value of the
consolidation will soon be lost. 'We trust
that the flouse, in the public interest, wllI
repress those adventurous members wbo en-
deavour to make up in courage what theY lack
ini knowledge, training and experience.
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