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should be omitted, and this might undoubtedly be done with ad-
vantage in many instances, but it cannot be in all,
As 1 have given details in my bulletins of inspection, it does not
seom necessary to repeat in this report,
[ have the honor to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
H. ITUBBARD,
School Inspcetor.

BOTANY FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.*
By J. T. DonaLp, M.A.

Thomas Carlye in his well-known work on Heroes and IHero-
worship, remarks that all a university can do for its students is
to teach them to read. Principals and professors inour Colleges are
agreed that this statement is correct. [t is no uncommon thing
to hear the college authorities when taking leave of their Graduat-
ing Classes, warning the graduates that they are not yet learned
men, and that the best their college can do is to teach them to
acquire knowledge for themselves; or, as Carlyle puts it, how {o
‘; read.” 1f teaching to read be the highest function of the Uni-
versity, surely our Llementary Schools may not attempt more,
But sgain the average time spent at school by the inhabitants of
this province is very short,—not more than two years, I think, I
am safe in saying. In that time the pupil can learn but little of
any subject ; how important is it then that during his few school
days he be taught how Lo read in the sense in which Carlyle uses
the word, i. e., how to gather knowledge from objects around him,
so that he may be a ready learner after the school days are over,
What facultics should the course of study in our schools aim to
awakin in pupils in order to teach them how to acyquire know-
ledge ?

The answer is, 1 think, the powers of observation and compari-
son. In the words of a recent writer, “the power of seeing con-
trasts, of diseriminating, is one of the chief characteristics of great

* Read before the Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers in con-
vention at Lachute, October, 1883. .




