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should be omitted, and tiiis mighit undoubtedly bo done with ad-
vantngo in many instances, but it caixnot bo in ail.

As 1 hava given detatil., in rny bulletins of inispection, il, does not
800o1) necessal'y to ropeiLt in thlis reoport,

1 haxve tie lioo' to reinain,
.Six'.,

Your obedient servant,

'11. IIIBBA11D,
School lnSpcctor.

BOTANY FOR lELhEMlNTARY SCIIOOLS.*

Bv J. T. DONALD, M.A.

Thiorna-s Carlye in his well-known work on il-eroos and Ilero-
worship, remarks thait ail a iiniversity czau do for its student6 is
to teachi themn to rend. P>rincipl)as and 1 )rofcssors in our' Colleges are
agreed that titis statement is correct. It is no uncommon tliing
to hear tho collegre authorities whien talcing leave of their Graduat-
ingy Classes, warnirng the gr:îduates that, thecy are not yet learned
inen, and that thie best their collegre c.aun do is to teachi them. to
acquire kniowledge for themselves; or, as Carlyle puts it, howv to

red"If tea-chiD(g to read be the highiest function of tlue Uni-
versity, siu'ely Our' Elernentary Schiools may not attempt more.
But ugain the average Limie spent, at, sehiool by the inhabitants of
this province is very shor-t,-niot more tha.n two years, 1 think, 1
amn safe in saying. Ili thiat Limie the pupil ean learn but littie of
any subjeet; hov important is it, then that during his few school
days lie be taught hiow Lo read in the sense in which Carlyle uses
the word, i. e., hiow to gathet' knowledge fromn objecta around him,
80 that lie maxy be a î'eaAly learner after the sehool days are over.
What faculties sliould the course of' study in our sehools aim to
%wak, in in pupils ini ordei' to teacli tbem how to acquire know-
ledge ?

The an:,we' i, 1 think, flie powveris of observation aIuJtcompari-
tson. In the words of a~ recent writer, "' the power of seeing con-
ti'abts, of discriminatiixg, is one of te chief characteitics of great

% Rad before the Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers iii con-
vention at Lacliute, October, 1883.
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