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wvas but a golden opportunity for himn to prove the inherent
strength of the Papacy and the adaptability of its doctrines for ail
times and nations. Leo, neither daunted by the iiavorable con-
dition of his surroutidings nor perpicxed by the number and mag-
nitude of the dificulties wvhich opposed him, eagerly seized the

opportunity, and his attitude towards the wvorid of to-day bas given
the death-blowv to the foui caiumny that the Church is unsuited te
the age and antagonistic to civilization and progress. He has

proved liimself the friend and symipathizer of ail the legitimate
hiopes and aspirations of the century, approving and aiding wvhat
is good, condernning what is bad and giîvina to ail the movements
of the age af solid basis and a Christian direction.

Like his iliustrious predecessors, Leo is the uncomprornising
champion of truth, both natural and supernatural. Truth is the
life-blood of society, the principie which gives it beauty and energy

for the accomplishment of the ends for wvhich it wvas establislied.
In the prescrit timies wvhen f aith is disintegyratingr and morals wieak-
ening, %vheii the hunian mind, intoxicated xvith its brilliant
tritimphs over the mysteries of nature and frenzied wvith thé suc-
cess of its investigations ini the realms of science, wvhcn hunîanity
is restlessly seeking new forms of social and political life, men are
apt and aias ! too frequently forget tlic great fundaniental prin-
cipies on wvhich the life and well-being of society and states depend.
On this -accounit often lias the voice of thc Holy Father been bleard
in saiuiary admonition, recalling to nien the great trutbis on which

* the stability and prosperity of nations depend, and urging themi to
look Ili-lier tian to moere natural ends and to soar above ail sclfisbi
and ephemeral interests, and giigauthority and dignity to bis
wvords by the cxanmple of a spotiess life.

Again we s-e bini defendingr the intcrcsts of tic masses
aga inst tlie encroachnments of greed and injustice, espousing the
cause of the poor and tic wepk against the oppression and becart-
Jessncss of the rich, reminding employers of their obligation s aiid
the righits of tlie1r ernployees, wvarning rulers of tiîeir responsi-
bilities and tic duties thcy m~e to the people, and at the saine
tinie asserting anîd uipboldiing the ri-lits of legitimate autbority,
and e\posing the shallowness and absurdity of the social theories

* of the grodless and pscudo*phiilosophers of tic day. Not on]li as
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