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1 ilil acv ois if I1 -- i- I hope vois înay bciistaken
in îliikiaig tlant Cronbie knon's yoîar stary. 1 tlîink, at the
%vrst, ib is anly a guess ie lias înade'"

Allisoit slîok lier hicac.
Il li saw the nainîes ofaîîy faîlier anti mnotiier on the hcad-

Csuetisat thair son lias set up over tlair grave Willic nîay
be atlabouse still, but 1 hope lie lias gosse away to Aincrica.
Oh ! ilf1I wcre only sure tlat lie wcre Itvould go ta haams
.il once. I couti laraly be broîîglaî back su far. And 1
niglit lide aîyself an tlatm gre.t country su îlaat 1 could neyer
bc found."

IAlltsui," s,îid John geaîîly. " Think ai anc as a friend,
wtao will belp >'uu n htter niîay iappen."

I 1tlî.nk yoîa kindly, anid I trubt > uti. 1I ill tlade suIlwbcre
1 ai wlilc 1I uaay, fnr aoh ! 1 dread îthe thiomglit aifîlaese frst
dark days coina1nag an tucaam.

I lu fl ot tbînk yau need ta be afraid ai Ctoaaîbie. I-e
wouud nul îilingly inure )-ou. li s .agood zianu, tlaougta
bis àense uf duîy ai.ke., iau so:,iiitiieb say or do uhiat looks
bard."

Il\'cs. île iil,1ttink il ri1ýt lu betray me nul Iliat
it wnuld be betrayal, since 1 have nul trustcd ini or any anc
cise."

She nîadc a great effort bu quiet lierself and ta sîîeak
calmnly. Bol sise was anxaous and afraid, and sie grew sick
at beart at tlie thouglat liant ailtItie dreariness and rnsery ai
the rrst days ofilber stay in Netheranuir righî corne back
upon bier agaîn, or thiat she ie mgb bave îu go away among
strangers.

IIîBot 1 wll nal go ta yan man's bouse wbatcver befaîl,»
she said in bier beart.

The cloud which laad liddcn Itie moon for a white passed
and sbawed tbc trouble in lier face, and Jobn's hecrs siote
haaaa as bie saw i. To wlaonîniaglal lIis pour saut sort in bier
dtsîrcss ? And wby sbuuld site tellIlber sîury tu any une?
Since she had kcpb il su long ta iersetf, il cauld flot bc an easy
une to tell. Why slaould slîe telu it ? Wbcther she bad been
rigbt or wvrong in bier fliglat and bier silence, il cuuld nat be
helpcd now, and if she could bc saved frontlber present fear
and pain, il would be rigbt lu bellp lier.

" Allasun," bie saad in a butte, Ilyuu say you:carn trust me.
1 alsu trust yosu. \'u du nul acecd bu tell yaur sîory ta nie.
Sainedaty, perhaps, youu rny tell it lu my nather. No une
can gave you wber LounseI or %varner synapatb> îban sise will.
And 1 tbnk yau necd nol fear Saunners Cranibie. At any
rate, bie wauld speak frst tu yuursclf, or ta anc wbom bie knoîvs
ta be your fricnd. Hie would neyer beîray yuu ta your-
enerny."1

Ilel, I will wait. 1 ttilI nol go away-for a whvite at
least. And yau iill be my friend ?"I

1-I will try lu lelp yau,' saidi John.
But ail thie tbougts wicb wcere passing îbrougb John

Beaton's mnd ould nul have ruade a pleasant hearing for
bis mther. A sudden, strcang ternpîatioaa as5aiîcd birn, at
wbicb bie nardly darcd ta look, and lae strove ta put it front
him.

"lAs ta Craatbie," said la, I"ble is an old man and grawing
fargetful. It rnay aIl pass ouItaiflis mnad again. Thal would
bc best."

Il es," said Allisan, "linI '.ould bc best."
Tbey walked down ta the gate togeiher.
"And you will forgive me, Allisun, and-trust nie?"
1I will aye trust yuu. And il is yuu who need ta forgive

me," said she, holding outilber band. "lBut it neyer came
iua any mnd-

John beld bier band frnîly for anmornent.
IlAllison ! I said lie, and ihen hie îuned and %vent away.
Il was bis mother who sbould befriend Allison Baian. But

bow bu tellIlber stury ? If ib had ta be told, Allison must tell
i lierself. As ta spcakng witb Sauancers Cronabie about Alli-
son Bain and bier troubles- -

John uttcrcd an angry word, and lurried down the lane
and pat athe gardens and the green, and cvet te fields and
cwcr the bills, tilI bie caine ta hiiaaîelf stnr.cing in thac aaoan-
liglt tittinr sigbî a heIîl" Stanin' Sitanes." And bing there
lie coîld oaly turnanad go borne again, carrying lis troubled
îbuugbîs witb lin.

tir-le.adnany aiîhern, and the iliomght %wich prcssed t'pon
hian inost painfully for tbenionmentivas one wich nced not
have îruublcd lim aI ah. Haw tvas lie ta mectl lis nather
and speak ta ber about Allison Bain %vithlîal this angry turaaîail
in lis laart? Fie iras angry witb binîschf, witli Croaxabie, even
wvitb Alisoaa.

"- ow couîd I bave iliugt-" sise aut said, looking at
ilim %viîh cnîrealy in lier lovcly-cycs. White she bail been in
bis tbougbts by day aaîd in bis dreanas by nigbt, bie Ilbad
neyer core ne blber nind ! "

IlBut 1 couh liav-e made lier tbiaak aif me if 1 liadt nul
tîcens a fouI, %wth My eneclans about rsang in thie world ! 1
coutdl Snake bier ciLre fur nie yet," said John bu barnsehf, tqute
uncnscious bli Ifraons thie windouwofaiber rooni bis motbcr's
kinsl, an'ious eyes were watcling bina.

IlSonaetbin lhas happensed ta vex bin," saact she ta iro f
inw lnul secm ta spy tpon iasu. lie wll tell nie, if lie

needs nîy belli, in hinsours îuîae. .
But shie waitcd and .stened Ions; befure bis foutsteli tanie

ta the door, and lie vnt bu bis moinsvihbout caaîing ta say
good-night as lit îîussed.

"Il e is tbinkini 1 ti n stecp," sse said witb a sigb.
There wis noîhang tabe said. That was the conclusion ta

wicb lutin came that night. WVhat couîd lac say to his niaiber
about Atisun Bain ? 1If lhe î're ta sîîcak a word, thien nothing
couîd bc kept back. His niather liait a way ai knowving lis
tlaoîgbs even beforce ic :cd thein, and wlay should sise bc
vexed at seeing thie trouble tOikh, if lac spoke at ail, coulut not
bec onte.ledironi ir ?

if tlhe story mnust 1toîd tIotis nî"îber, Allison bersefmust
tecl il. P'ut wlay nced ;t bc Inida If nily thar mneddhing aild
foui, Crombie, liad badl the sense ta botd bis tangue. Wbat
good couid camc ai speaking Il Why shoîahd not the pour saut
bc het ta forget lber troubles and ta grawv content? Even
bis tiother could only wamn lber and lîlp bier ta gel away
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if it ever camne to that witb ber. But uintil then silence was
best.

lie %vould have a word wiîl Saunners to find out wbat hc
kaacw anad hat lie only suspected, and lie would do what mighit
be donc ta keep lim sulent.

John lmd bis word with Crombie, but it did flot corne about
in the way whichlie lilad desired and planned. Wlhite hbcias
the ncxt day lingcring about the kirk in the hope of getting a
word witUî hirn, Crombie wvas asking for John at bis mother's
door.

IlCoame away i, fMr. Cromibie," said Mrs. Beaton %ehen
she beard lus 'rnce. I b ave been wishing ta sec you his
%vha le."

Miien there were a few vords spoken bctveen them ab aul
the 6ûrrovwhwi.li lad coame ipun hini, and of bis -- ife's last
days, and of the long journcy lhe had taken ta lay lier i bc
grave. Sauinners told ofthc bonny, quiet place on the liijide,
whbere lie had laid bier dlon, and before bce bad taken tirae to
consider, the narne of Allison Bain had been uttercd.

I saw the names of bier fatlier and ber moter-' Jolln
Isain and Allîson lis wifc '-on a fne, new beadstane that hau
been put ovcr tbern by their son. Tbey bac been dead a year
.ad mure. liecent folk tbcy scern to bac been. Fie farnied
libaian land. 1 beard about it froin a wec boved wifiec wbo
%vas there in the kirkyard. She bad soncthing ta say o'AHli.
son Bain as wel.1

And then Crombie carne ta a pause. Mrs. Beaton w~as
startled by lus words, but kept silence, for slic saw that he bad
nul meant lu speak. but in a liltle wbilc lie went on.

1 iwas a tîueer sîury that. she told altogether, and 1 bace
been ina b witber as to what 1 %vas ta do %with it, or if I1 as ta
do anythsng wvitla St. I çam' tbe day 10 speak tu your son
about it, but taking a' the possibeelities int consideration, I'm
rial sure but whaît 1hue ta say should be said ta a prudent
wrnan like yourscl'. 1 would bce bih ta barrn the lass."

II will neyer believe an ill word of Allison Bain titi she
sball su.y it ta me with bier own lips," saîd Mrs Beaton, speak-
ing low.

IlWeel, I have nu ilI ta say ' ber. There was nu ill
spoken ' ber tuarnc. That is, the wornan thought no ili, but
quite the contrary-tbough miair inicht bc said. Ye're ber
friend, it stemas, and sbould ken lier better than 1 do. l'se
tell yc ail I ken mysel', tbougbi it was tu ye're son 1Iratant ta
tell it.''

IlAnd wvby ta my son ?"I asked Mrs. Beaton, gravely.
It is possible that Crombie migbî bave given a dificrent

answcr if the door bad not opened ta admnit John bimself.
The twvo men had rnet befare in the course of the day, and ail
had been said wvicb was necessary ta be said about the death
and burial of Crornbi's wife, and in a minute Crombie turned
ta Mrs. Beaton again.

1, As to the reasun that 1 bad for tinkin' ta speak ta your
son, there was naebody cIsc tbat 1 couîd weel speak ta about
t. No the rinnster, nor bis %vife. Ih would be a p îîy tu un-

seule theîaa, or ta gi ve tber n axious îboughts, and that mavbe
wtbout sufficient reasun. And John's a sensible lad, and twa
heads arc betîcrîthan anc."

John Iaughcd and rnended tbe ire, and asked Ilwbetber it
wvas Rabin or jack this lime, and what wus ado now ? I

I I's about neither tbe une nor tbe other," said Saunners,
w.itlî a toucb of offence in his voice. I I's about tbe lass i
the manse-Allison Bain."

I had been a part af Crombie's plan "1 ta ale the lad by
surprise" wben becnientioncd Allison's namne, id- b le peered
cagerly intu bis face "lta sec wbat be could sec." But tbe
peats, wich John bad put on wiîb a liberal band, bad dark-
ened tbe rire for tbe tirne, and bc bad taken bis place beside
bis nîothcr's chair and was leaning on it, as bc bad a %vay of
doîng tlen anytbing special was ta bc said between tbcrn,
and Saunners saw notbing.

"lBegin at the beginning," said Mrs. Beaton.
Su Saunners began again, and getting mbt the spirit of tbe

raffair, told it well. Thcy istened in silence tilI bc carne ta a
pause.

Il t s a curious story," said John, by way of saying sarne-
tbing.

"h was a curiaus story as 1 beard it," said Saunners.
"Is tbe wce wifie 1'a' there ?'Il asked John quietly.
"l'an by na ncans sure a' it. She louked dafî-like wben

she sbuuk, ber neive (fist) at tbe mni Brownrig bcband bis
back, and called bim ilI narnes. And ber laucb wben sbe told
me tbat the man had neyer toucbed bis wife's band since the
day bc put tbe ring upon il, and when sbe sworc that neyer
had bc toucçhd ber lips, was mad enaw."

Jobn's rnotber felt tbe sîart whicb ber son gave wbcn the
words werc spoken.

IlAnd is it truc, tbink yc? said she.
"lThere stemrs tu be truîh in the story, but wbere it lies I

canna say. And wbether it bc truc or nu, I amn beginning ta
thl i, that 1 have nu cati tua nake or nicddle in t."

4.There is just anctbing that I must say again," said Mrs.
licatn-"« l'il neyer believe anri ii word of Allison Bain tili
with ber own lips she gives me ]cave ta do it 1 She is a guood
woinan, wbaîever trouble may have been brougbt inîto ber life
by the ill-doing of otbcrs."

«"Wli.at think yc, Jobn?" I said Saunners.
I tbink ve did a wisc tbing wben yc camne ta consult

wvith iny moîber. She kens a gond woman wbcn she secs
bier."1

IlThere nîay bc trutb in the stury. It rnay bc a' truc.
But the qustion for me tu decide wiîb your advice as %%bc-
ther a word o' mine will bellp or inder tbc ricbit tbing being
donc ?"I

41Ves, that is the question," said '.rIS. Beaton. She lac:i-
tatcd ta say more. For she kncw îbat ta set anc suitc of a
malter an a slrong ligbît was tbe surest way ta let Cronîbie sec
more ticarly ail that magbit be said on thbcaolbcr ide.

"Sbe's a vecel don' l.us," said Crombie.
"Shr- is nvIaI i the ma.tnse," said Mrs. Breaton.
"It would unsettle tbern sadly ta ]ose bier, or even ta bave

a doubtfu' word spoken o' ber," said Saunners.

',E-spcciallyjust nowv, wben Mrs. Hume is nol quite well,",
said Mà\rs. Bexton.

"And wbaî say ye, John ?'" askcd Saunners.
"Do ye feel respansible tu tbis nian-wbatever bas namc

may be-tbat ye sbould wish ta take lp bis cause ? 1I acan,
bad yc iný words wiîb bini about:ber?" addcd Jobn, as bas
mother toucbcd bis band in warning.

"Noa' me 'Tbe wifle said bc was ayc waitin', and watch-
i, and speirin', and tbcrc %vas a cbance tbat bc would bave
a word ii' me. 1 didna bide ta bc qucsîioned. 1 just took
tbe road wiîbout loss a' tim, wbctbcr i was %vise ta do iî
or r.o.'
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"'lo iîy rini it %vas butha iise and kind," said Mrs. Bea-
ton. IlAs ye say, dicre may be trutît in the stor), ; but tlac
tclling of it lacre wvill lbe tîe saine thing ta Allison Bain, whe-
ther it be truc or false. Site as alune and friendlcss, il sccrns,
and iliat a youing lass should be spuken about at ail is a harmn
ta bier, and a word iniglat be tlae means of sending lier ont into
the world witlaout a friend. Surely tlhe Lord ivas keeping His
eye on bier for goud Miean lic sent bier tu the imanse, and intu
the hands of stacl a wvoinan as Mrs. Humiie."

"Ay, tbat's tlae trutla. And wbat say yc, J ohn ?"
1I say lIant ny motlier scîdoin aakcs a nistake Mien sbte

lets lersclf spcak strongly about any aiatter. 1 agrcc iil lier
tlaaî ye took tlae riglit course Miaen ye made tipi your mincitu
say notling about the maatter."

Croiîabie fidgctcd in lis chair, anad %vas silent for a minute
or twn.

I said nothing ta thac man iniasel', but I did drap a wvord
tu Allison Bain. Sie said noîling, but I sawv by lier face
that siae uncierstood. 1 only hope 1 rnay nuolîae dune Mik.
speakan.'

Tlie oîlers boped the saine with stronger cmpbasis, and
nul witbout sornie angry thouglats on Jolaa's part. But ta
spcak the oId man fair %vas tlîe aisest way. There was nu
tine for many wordIb, fur Annie brouglit in tlac tea, and Saun-
niers %vas prc-vaiilcd upun 10 stay .111,1slanre their mieal. Wlien
iwas over it %vas bcginning tu growv dark, aaîd lie rose tu

go, and John ruse also, sayiaîg lae woîld go ivitla limt a bit of
lis way.

Tlae îalk betwecn tbem as îlîcy %vent on tyns not of Alli-
son, but of i.ite ther persons and rnatters, and it vas kept
steadily up and nul sufféed bu îurn li that direction. When
Saunners spoke ai tlîe strange tlings tiant rnght be happening
under "our very cen," John listened in silence, or brougbt
bin baick ta tlîe kirk, and the ncw rncmbers, and tlae good
that was bcing dune, tilI îlaey caaaae ta tlîe little bouse by the
side of tlîe moss, out of îvhosc narrow windowv nu welcurning
lighî was glearning.

&"I'm na' uscd tw't yet," said Saunners witlî a groan, as bie
fumbled avkwardly trying ta put tlie clurnsy key into the lock.
Il t's the lîardest part o' my day's work, this cunîing barne ta
a dark bhouse. But folk mnaun bide wlaat's sent, and bc îhank-
fui its nae waur. Gudc.nicbt to ye. Ye bac sbortened my
road, and monv tlaanks, 1 winna ask ye to conei.

INo. I1nmust be early up and awa' in the muorning, and il
may bc long ere 1 be horne again. Yc mniglat look in un
my nather whiles, wben ye're clown aur way. Sbe's much
alune."

If John had planncd bis besita win Sauxaners tu fricndli.
ncss, and ta silence concerning the affairs of Allison Bain, bie
could bave said notbing mure ta tlîe purpose than that. Saun-
niers accepted the invitation, and came nuwv and then bu inquire
for the bealth afi M\rs. Beaton, and Ilaceard only good words
fron ber," as bie said.

Hie bad surnetbing tu aay to must af bis friends about the
place wbere bie bad laid dlown bis wife îcalber rcst beside bier
uwn folk, and even spoke of theîel"daft wific " tbat bie bad
seen tbere ; but lie neyer uîîered a word as tu the story site
lîad told bim, and in course of tinte, as lie tha)ught less about
it, it passcd quite out afIilis rcrnembrance-wbicla ias best
for ait concerned.
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As for Alison, the thougaht of going aîvay frorn Nethiermuir
ta escape the tbreatencd danger did nul stay long vith lber. It
would bc wrong ta go away nosv, she told berseli. For an-
other little daughter camne ta the mnse about this tine, and
Allison's strength and skill were tried lu iteet ail dernands
upon thîer for awbile. Ves, it would be wrung tu leave these
good friends whvo had been kind ta bier, and abuve al, rong
ta steai away, as in bier frst alarmn it liad corne into bier mind
ta do.

And besicles, even if that wliacb the feared wcre to carne
tapon bier, and i by means af Crombie, or by any other means
shte were ciscovcred, teunalies hll gone by wben farce could
be uiscd and a wo-nîan carraed away sccrcîly against lier will.
There would be a good aîîany word-.. to be saad befure she could
be forced îu go wth Brownrag, et-en îbougb lie m'gbt, as hie
had said, bave "the law un lias side."

I 1nust %wait paîaently ;I1amust nutleIci myscîf fait into
blackness and darkaîess again. Wletber I bave donc
wrxtg, uT whe'.he, 1 have done tight, thr-1ts nu '.uznirag baek%
naw."

As far as Saunners ivas concerncd it soon w.as seen that site
bad notbing ta fear. lic bad unly kîndly ivords for bier nuwv,
and thougla bis waords of grecting were fcwv, îhcy were kindly
also.Th words ai caution and counisel wliach it wvas 94bais
bounden duîy " to let drap for the bencit of al young and
tboujgbtlcss persons %%,lin oppartunaty offéed, liad reference
cbiefly ta the rigbî duing of daily duty, and thie rigbt using of
daily privileges and opportaînilies, as far as Albison was con-
ccrned.

And sa the days passcd titi November wvas drawing near.
TMien sorneîling happcncdl. AuId Kirstin canme haine ta tbe
mianse. I lHorne," n anust bc, iought the ncighbours, %t-bo
saw tlîe big "kIist " and thic bIlle une lftcd frarn the carracr's
cart. And Ailison, lu whiorn Mrs. Hume hll onîy spoken in
gencral ternis as ta the cornang honme of thear aId servant,
çvauld nul belp îbainking the sainie, and witb a little dasrnay.
But bier year's experience had git-en lier confidence in the
kindchiss and considicration of lier misîrcss, and she couîd
wait paticntly for %wbatevcr tiigbt bc the decision with regard
ta lier.

Thieianstr's wafe and thec nînster Ilanselfbhad hadl many
thouias abouut the mater of àkarstin s conîang borne long before
sbe 1aaî. or as Ile suillicr daYs drcw ta a lingerng end.-
MrIs. ssluon ad fillcn snk aîd lad aPpe.lltd Io ihem fIor
bclp.

She was nul very ilI, but lier ilînces ivas of-a nature whicb
nmade bier residence at Firbill during thie wintcr nul alto.
gether inmpossible, but undcstrablc and anwise, as site îoldj
tbcm, since site iad tbe pawcr ta go clscwbcre. She could
scnd tbhetvantcr %vtb lier eldcst daugbtcr, site saad, but as bierbunie ay an anc of the cold, Eglsl ounties, %washed bY the
saine sca from thli. le bleak wands carne noaning through
the irs on lier own biiU, abe wuuld bard;y better berself by the
change. WbVat she wsbed Mas ta go further soutb ta a place
by the scat, wherc sbe iad atreadyv spent more than une wnler,
and sarne af the wintcr days thcre, site îold ihaem, migbî wcl
pass for the days af a Scoitish somimer. Wbat sbce could nul
endure was the thiought-of going away atone.


