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Choice Aitevatuve,

LAICUS;

OR THE EXPERIENCES OF A LAVMAN IN
PARISH.

CHAPTER XJ.—OUR PASTOR RESIGNS,

All Wheathedge is in afever of eacitement.  ** Blessings
brighten as they take their flight.” We have just learned
that we have enjoyed for these several years the ministry of
one of the most energetic, faithiul, assuluous “*suns of thun-
der ™ in the State. The cause of thy lus sudden nse in
public estimation is a very simple one.  He has been called
to a New York city pnris?n. And he has accepted the call,

This is a curions world, and the most curious part of it is

A COUNTRY

the Church. While he stayed we grumbled at him,  Now
he leaves we grumble because he is going.
I fiest heard of this matter a cuuple of weeks ago.  Na.

Some rumours of what was threatened were in the air last
sumaier.  One Sabbath, in our congregation, were three
gentlemen, inone of whom I recognized my frsend, Mr. Eccles,
of the —— Street Preshyterian Church of New York Ciy.
He was there again the second Sabbath. It was rumoured
that he was on a tour of inspection.  But I paid little atten-
tion to the rumour. In October our pastor takes his vaca-
tion. 1 thought it a little strange that he should spend half
of it in New York, and seek rest from preaching in his own
pulpit by repeating his sermons in a metropolitan church,
But I knew thestate of hispurse, I therefore gave very little
heed to the gossip which my wife repeated to me, and which
she had picked up in the open market. For Sunday is
market day, and the church is the market for village gossip
in Wheathedge,  And Jennie, who is constitutionally adverse
1o change, was afraid we were going to lose our pastor, and
said as much, but I laughed at her fears.

However, the resull proved that the gossips were, for
once, right.  About two weeks ago, Mr. and Mss. Work
came into my housc in a high of subdued excitement.  Mr,
Work banded me a letter. It was a call to the ——— Street
Presbyterian Church in New York —salary $4,000ayear. It
was accompanied by a glowing portraiture of the present and
prospective usclulness which this field opened.  The church
was situated in a part of the city where there were few or
no churches. The ward had a population of over fifty
thousand, a large majority of whom attended no church.
More than half were Protestants. There was a grand tield
for Sabbath school labour. The church was thoroughly
united. Its financial condition was satisfactory, and its
prospects »ncouraging. And the hearts of the people had
been led to unite as one ma . apon Mr. Work.

¢ I cannot but think,"” s34 Mr. Work, ** that it is provi-

dential.  The position is cnuirely unsought.  Yet I do not
really feel equal to a place of such importance. I am sen.
sible how much wider is the sphere of usefulness. But am

Iable to fill it? That is the question.”

“Well, for my pan,” said Mrs. Work, “I confess I am
mercenary.  There is a great deal of difference between
$1,200 and $4,000a year. It will put us at our case at
once. And theajust think what advantages for the children.”

They wanted my advice. At least they said so. It is
my private opinion that they wantel me to advise them to
go. I told them I would think about it and tell them the
zresult the next week.  They agreed meanwhile to wait.

There were two considerations which operated oa their
minds, onc usefulness, the other salary. 1 undertook to
measure these considerations.

The very next day gave me an opportunity to investigate
the former. 1 met my friend Mr. Eccles a1 Delmonico’s.
Ve talked over the afiairs of his church at the table.

4 }'ou are trying 1o get our minister away from us,”
said 1.

“Yes,” said he. ' And I thick we shall get him. He
is a sound man—just the man to build us up.”

“ And how are you prospering? " said L.

¢ Capitally,” said he.  And then he proceeded, in answer
toa cross-cxamination, to intcrpiet dus teply.  The chuich
had almost a monopoly of the ward. Its debt was b
S$10,000, which was in a morigage on the property.  There
was also a small flaating debt which could be casily pro-
vided for. 1t paid its former pastor $4,000, just whar at
offcred Mr. Work. Its pew rents were about $3,500. The
deficigncy was_considerable, and had to be made up every
year by subscription. ‘¢ But our minister,” said M. Fecles,
confideatially, * was a duil preacher. Iliked him—my wife
liked him. Al the church folks liked him. But he did not
draw. And it is not cnough in New Yorh city, Mr. Laicus,
for a minisier 10 be 2 good man, or ¢ven a good preacher.
Tle must draw, That's it; he must Jrase. I expect the
first year, that we shall have a deficit to make up, but of
next’ spring we don't let all our pews, why 1 m mistaken
my man, that’s all.  Desides, they say heis a capitai man to
get moncy ¢ 3t of peopiz, and we must pay off our detn or
we will never succeed, and that’sa fact.”

1 got some figures fiom Mr. Eccles, and put them down.
“They give the following result :

Ircome. l Expenses.
200 pews at present average . Salary. ... .ee.. ... $7,000
$30a peWeeree. 56,000 ! Interesteceeeevnaeeses 700
MUSiCervvrraonaness 1,200
Sexton, fucl, light, &e .1,200

Ttz ceveneneeea.$7,100

“When I showed the footing to Mr. Eecles he shruggad
* s shoulders.  ““We shall have to raisc our pew zents,”
gaid he. ‘' They are unconscionably low, and we mus? pay
off our debl.  Then we ate all right.  Andif we get the
1tght man, onc that will dratw, he will put our heads above
waler.

With that we scparated. ]

Not, however, ull I got some farther information from
bim, Iic zemarked casually that he had a notion of moving

out of town, and asked me about prices at Wheathedge,
‘It costs a fortune to live here,” said he. My wife has an
allowance of $300 a month for houschold and:personal ex-
penses. My clodhing and cxtras cost me another $500.
And the ‘sundries* are awful,  You can’t go out of your
house for less than a dollar, I have no <oubt my fnciden.
tals are another $500. It is awful—awful,”

1 advised him to move up to Wheathedge the more cor-
dially because I havea lot I would like to sell him for about
arlhous:m(l dollars. I really believe he is thinking seriously
ol it.

The next day I went into the office of my friend Mr.
Rental, the broker, I told him I was looking for a house
for a fnend, and asked the prices. e showed me a list—
rents $2,000, $2,500, $3,000. They were too high, Would

voperty in Broaklyn or Jersey City do? No. It must be
in New York. It must be in the — ward, It must be
a good, comfortable, plain house, without any show or
pretensions.,

** There are none such to be let in the city,” said Mr.
Rental.  ** Land costs too much. The few plain houses
are all vccupied by their owners.”  The very best he could
do was one house, half-a nule from the church for $1,800.
He had one other for $1,500, but it was upposite an im-
mense stable, and had neither cellar nor furnace, and Cro-
ton water only on the fitst floor. I thanked him and said [
would look i again if cither of them suited.

Last wee , according to appointinent, our pastor and his
wife came in for a second consultation,

*Thereare," said 1, *Stwo considerations which might lead
you to accept this call—increased usefulness and increased
salary. I do not deny the importance of a New York
parish, nor fail to recognize the good work the city ministers
are doing.  But you must not fail to recognize the difficulties
of the situation.  New York is sensation-mad. The com-
petition in churches isas great as in business.  There are,
perhaps, half-a-dozen men of genius who fill their chutches
with ease, or whese churches are filled because they are the
resort of * good society.’ The rest of the ministers are com.
pelled to devote three-quarters of their energies to keeping a
cougregation together, the otherquarter to doing them good.
They accomplish the first, sometimes by patient, Ycrsisu:m,
assiduous, unwearying pastoral labiour, sometimes by achiev-
ing a public rcputation, sometimes by the doubtful expe-
dient of sensational advertisments of paradoxical topics.
But in whatever way they do a1, the hardest part of their
work, a part country parsons hnow next to nothing of, is to
get and heep a congregation.  \What you are wanted for at
the —— Street Presbyterian Church is to * build it up.’
The one quality for which you are commended is the capa-
city to ‘draw.’ Doubtless there are devout praying men
and women who will measure your work by its spiricual re-
sults, by the conversion of sinners and the growth in grace
of Christians.  But what the financial managers want is one
who will ill up their empty pews, enable them to add fifty
per cent. to the rentals, and in some way pay off their debt.

hat will be the measure of your usefulness.”

It was quite cvident that my good pas . and his wife
thought me uncharitable. WasI?

“As to salary,” said 71, *¢ you country clergymen are
greatly mistaken in supposing that city congregations are
prizes to becoveted.  Six thousand dollars isonly 2 moder-
ately fair support for 2 New York clergyman, and there are
comparauvely few who get 3t.  You must pay atleast $1,5c0
rent.  You must dress as well as the average of your best
familics. You must neither be ashamed for yourselves nor
for your children in the lbest society.  You must keep open
housc.  You must set a good table.  Youmust be *given to
hospitality.’ You must take a lead in organizing the mis-
sionary and charitablc movements of your church, which
you cannut do without some money. You must be ready to co-
operate in great public, church and philanthropic movements.
You must take & vacation of six weeks every summer, which
of atsclf, at the lowest estimate, will cost you $1350 or $290
a ycar. I have made some inquitics of three or four
cconomical friends in New York.  Herc is the result of my
inquiries. You may r/luce the figures a little,  But it will
require quite is much cconomy to live in New York on
$4,000 a year as in Weathedge on $1,200."

With that I showed them the following memorandum @

Rent..... -3 1Yo

Houschold cxpenses (a low estimate)eeeeeene.. 1,500
Dress for Mrs. Work and the two chuldren..... 600
Drcss and persunal eapenses of Mr. Work...... 300
QU aCT VACAUON .. cvereoaneanascasonosasses 150
Inudentals coivveveeiiiiiveessensinesaeans 500

$3.350

Mr. and Mrs. Work thanked me for my advice and 100k
my memorandum home with them. Rut it was quite evident
that Mrs. Wosk was not satisfied that $3,000 was not a
great advanee on $1,200.  And T was nat at all surprised
when Mr. Wark read lus resignation from the pulpit last
Sabhath.  Next Sabbath he preaches his farewell sermon,

I hope I may prove a falsc prophet.  But I think Mis.
Work will find her anthmeticat powers taxed in New York
as they never were in Wheathedge, and I shall be more
pleased than T can tell if in five years Mr. Work docs not
retire from lus post & disappointed man, or find that he has
purchased success at the puce of his health, il not of his
life.

Mcanwhile we are beginning already to Took about {or his
SUCCESSOT.

CHADPT™R XII.—THE COMMITTEE ON SUII'LY HOLD AN
INFORMAL MEETING.

Mr. Work has preached his iast scrmon. A committee
has Leen appoined to supply the pulpit, and sccure 2 can-
didate for the pastorate. 1 believe this sort of business is
generally left to°he scssions but on Deacon Goodsoles
matian a special commiltee was appointed partly out of re-
st to the congregational clement which is considerable in
this church, and partly, I suspect, as a compliment 1o Mz,
Wheaton. It consists of Mr. Wheatoa and Mr. Gear on

belalf of the society, and Deacon Goodsole, Mr. Hardceap
and myself on behalf of the church. I forgot to mention
that since our Bible-class was comnmenced, Mr. Gear has
begun to attend church, not very regulary.  Mr. Goodsole
nominated Mr. Gear on the committee, and of course he
was elected. I was rather sorry for I would have preferred
that he did not know about the internal workings of this
church. I do not think it will enhance his respect for el
gious institutions,  Sfill I could make no objection. I did
make objections to taking a place on the committee myself,
but Jennie persuaded me to relinquish them.  She had often
heard me arguing that politics is a duty, that citizens are
bound to ta. and administer public office for the benefit of
the State. By a neat httle win she set all of these arguments
against me, and as I could not answer them I was obliged
to yield. Qur wives' memories are sumctimes dreadfutly -
convenient, .

Our committee held a sort of informal meeting last nigt,
at the post office, where we all met by chance the usual
way In the post office is the news exchange of Wheathedge,
where we are very apt to meet about the time of the arsival
of the evening mail.  Deacon Goudsole had been delegated

_to geta supply fur the next two Sabbaths till we could dis-
" cuss the merits of candidates.  He reported that he had en-

gagacd the Rev. Mr, Elder, of Wheatensville.  ** e has
the merest pittance of a salary,” said the Deacon, *‘and 1
knew the twenty dollars would be acceptable to him,
Besides which he is not only an excellent man, but a sodnd
preacher.”

* Why wouldn't lic be the man for us? ™ said 1.

. Mr. Wheaton eaclimed against me, * Too old,” sawd
e,

¢ Besides, he's got five children,” said Mr. Hardcap.

“IWhat's that got to do with it 2™ said 1. **So has
Deacon Goodsole 3 but he's none the worse for that,”

¢ We can't aflord to support a man ith a large family,"”
said Mr. Hardcap,  “We must get a young man.  We
can’t possibly afferd to pay over $1,200 a year, and we ought
not to pay over $1,000."

“Oh!said I; *“do we grade the minister’s salary by
the number of the minister’s children? ”

¢ \Well, we have to consider that, of course,” said Mr.
Havdeap.

‘* Solomon wasn’t so wise as he is generally thought to
be,” said Mr. Gear, sarcastically, ““or he would never
have written that sentence about blessed is he whose quiver
is full of them !

““Well,” said Mr. Hardcap, ¢ all I've got tosay is, if
you get a man here with five children you can pay his salary,
that's all.”

*“ When you take a job, Mr. Hardeap,” said T, “do you
expect to be paid according-to the vaiue of the work or
according to the size of your family 2 ”

“Oh! that’s a very different thing,” said Mr, Hatdcap,
svery different,”

“ Any way,” said Mr. Wheaton, ** Mr. Elder is entirely
out of the question—centirely so.  Mr. Laicus can hardly
have proposed him scriously.”

“Why out of the question, gentlemen?2” said I, ““ e
is a good preacher.  Our congregation know him.  IHeisa
faithful, devoted pastor.  We shall do Wheatensvill: no in-
justice, for 1t cannot give him a support.  As to age, he is
certainly not intirm. I do not believe he is a year over
forty-five.,”

“No! no!” said Mr. Wheaton, decidedly ‘It is
utterly out of the question.  We inust have a young man,
one who is fresh, up with the spirit of the age; one wlo
can draw in the young men, The Methodists are geting
them all.”

** And the young girls too,” said Mr. Gear, dryly.

1 wish Mr. Gear were not on thiscommittee. The deacon
meant well.  But he made a blunder.

** Very well, then, gentlemen,” said 1, * if we wantafresh
man ict us go right to the theological seminary an< get the
best man we can find thiere.”

* The seminary ! said JMr. \Wheaton,  He reczived this
supgeston cven more disdainfully than the previous onc.
“We must have 2 man of experience, Mr, Laicus. A theo-
logical student would never do.”

* Experience without age!” said I; “that’s a hard
problem to solve. Fer the life of mc I do not sce how we
arc going o doit.”

“Well, you must consider. Mr. Laicus,” said Mr.
Wheaton, adding furce to his words by a gentle. and am-

pressive gesture with his forehinger, ** that this is a vay
important and a very peculiar ficld—a very pecubar ficld in.
deed, Mr. Laicus.  And it requites a man of very pecubar
qualifications. It isseally a city field,” he continued. ** To
all intents and purpuses Wheathedge is a suburh of New
York city.  Inthe summer our congregation s very largely
composcd of city people. They arc used to good preaching.
They won't comic o heara cummon-place preacher. And
at the same time we bave a very peculiar native population.
And then, apart from our own peuple, there 15 the Ml vl
lage which really belongs to our parish, and wt ch our pas.
tor ought to cultivate. All these vanous clenieats combine to
make up a diverse and conflicting population.  And it will
require A man of great cnergy, and great prudence, and no
‘ittle knowledge of human nature, and practical skill
managing men, o get along hereatall. 1 lavw moreabost
Wheathedge than you do, Mr. Laicus, and I assure youthat
itis a very peenliar field.”

1 believe that in the estimation of supply commitices alt
ficlds arc very peculiar ficlds.  But 1 did not say anything.

“And we nced a very peculiar man? " said Mr. Gear,
inquitingly.

* Yes,” said Mr. Wheaton decidedly ; *a man of pecaliar
abilities and qualifications.”

“\Well, then,” said Mr. Gear, “1 hope you arc pre
pared to pay a peculiar salary. 1 don’t know much about
church matters, gentlanen. I don't know what you put me
on the committee for.  Rut in my shop if I want a peculiar
mag, 1 have o pay a peculiar salary,” .

There was & little laugh at this sally, but M: Gear
cvidently meant no joke, and as cvidently Mr. Wheaton did
‘not take any,



