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O~UR foI'TRBuio!ll.
!SRA ELS CHOICE OF A KING.
BY UExV. R. SIAILîOt, FULLEIîTON.

The peoplo of Israel wrm very desirous te have a
king. They though, a fit oppartuanily hnd tomec for
theni te press thei: wlsh. Samuel was now an aid
man. and bis sons Lad givexi evidence that thoy tvcre
neot fit te bc Lis successors. Thcy embraced this op-
portunity sud thraugh their eiders came te Sue)
with tb. request . " Now ixuake us & kig te iudge us
lIke ail the nations" Samuel was displeased witL
tl! action cf the people, but visely carnled the malter
ta the Lord for ceunie!. The answer be recolved
sîrengteed bis convictions that the notion of the
people wus sînful, but, aI the saine lime, was tld ta
canzply with tbeir requcst. Samuel taid the peopleof f
îb tir sin and prescnted ta tbern some additional bur.
dceus wblch wauid ceame open thenu should they have
a bing. Ofîhes. additions) burdens bey bai! ai (car.
of theso lbcy vote Willing le run nDU rlsk ta grea was
their anxiely te bave their desîre granted. Tbcy
vouid have a bing what ever mnight be tLe couse-
queuce, and auiwered. " But vo 'viii have a king that
Wo aise inay bc like ail the nations and thit aur king
may judge us sud go out before us and fight aur
baîties."

Whbea tbey presanted ibis raquest lbey seem net la
have badl iefore their nlnds any persan vhonu they
thaught fit for the dutles they speclfied. Noue bad
appeared amnong thern wbe gave cvidcuce of superfor
skil! :ojudgs the people or lead their armies te victorv.
Ther wau no hero who Lad dhstingulihed bimieli lu
latecontosts, wLan <bey could came ns tLe abject af
thcir cheice, but tbey nînke the extraordinary request
ci Samnuel ta find a bing for thcm

Libe mny viho bavb a vish ta giatify, but know net
boy lt1is la bc donc, they sck athers te do the work
aud Loer the responsibllity. This canduct shows that
tiroir wash mas eue ta whlcb lhey Lad given littie con.
sidetation. Apparcntby Uic Idesai ofaving a king like
cîher nations was that vhich constralned thet a pre.
sent Ibis requesl.

Thtis unrcasonable state o! mtnd, lu which they pet-
sfercd lu the face of ail argument te the coarrary,
the Lord compied with, and, by means of a simple
event Iu Hia providence, led a man laIe tLe pr=ne
cf Samuel whom, He commanded .e anaint as king.
Th yeung man 4u) vas sent avay ta rok bis fatber's
asses, sud lu the course o! bis frauitless search for the
ases, greatly te bis surprise and manifest contusion,
fonnd a durane.

The Lord welI undctstood, that destre which tho
people cherisbed snd knew vhat qualilles tbey vlshed
their king te posses, se ho provlded a man for tbemn
cndoved wlth those qtualities vbich they souglut. H.
chose.ducir delusions sud let thonu bave their wiii.

Theso passages present saine important praclical
tbaaghls regardicg thc truth that God sametimes
grants, the cvii desires cf mens. The finit tdught lu
connection wlth this ta which I ask attention lu:

1. Men have frezdom i dhire
Wc enter not lier. upon the conslderatian of the

much disputer) question of frecdon sud neccssity.
With tus that le a metaphysical sud net a practical
question. W.e desire here ta confine oursipts ta tht
truth whlch Is admlîted by reasonable men and whlch
Is sa fuily assumed lu ail Gad's invitauions, warnings,
exhoruu1don-, .«xd deplngs.

Wbutever myslery there may bu about the pre.
arrangemetnt o! God, and tht power of motive over
men's vils, the trath 13 manifest that must Le pressed
home uipon tue conscience, man ùt /ree la chcoxe. As
froc now ns wert thc chldrcxi of Israci at any tint in
tht!: history. Though vo do flot aivays gel tue things
vo cheese vo bave full freedoan te mako tht choie.
No oneC cau compol us ta choose, and, gcneraliy, menu
get those tbings which tbey theunsebves have choses.

W. may not Lave chosen due lbings iu del as
tbey bave corne te us, but iýre have chose that bine a!
Ucf la which duose things weto ta b. found. W, have
choses the tradle or profession or cempany lu vhicb
vo find curselves In choosing any cf duese vo bave
pbaced cuarsebves face ta -face valu chose things ivbich
are necessarly allied, with these vatici! patbs of lire
vo bave choseu le enter. The scholar who choosts
ta be idie snd trigles wlth bis opportunity, of necessiîy
bas -cho&= ni! tht naturai conuquences rhlch flow
freux the course çfU[b bi u li iahosen, fle mai ho

chooses ta ldie bit dîne and allow (horni and thisties
to grow and! spread ove: bis foieds may find many
things ho did flot choosn in deuill, but ho choote the
way In which theze things naturally arise. A Chris-
iani mn or woman makes cholco of a patner for l
who là godiest. And aflerwards Ainds the miser ci
being alied ta one Who, has no synipathy wlth the
hoilett and hlghest aspirations of lb. scul. Tire may
net have been a couscous choice of thts bonely Isola-
lion wbich is féit in belng bound far lirte o e who
bas no response 1" give Io the purest sentiment ibat
fi (lt by the Christian spirit. Tire oe.y net have
been a considous cholco of this spiritual. lonelfuess, yc,
this As the necessary conscquenceocf the choice wblcb
the Chriutian bas mnade.

The personal suiTe:lng and fanully desohition, noeo
flot the things the drunkard mnade choce ci when ho
chose ta put the. cup ta bis lips, but wben ho chose tb.
cup ho aisoecmbraced the cause quences and finds the
miscry in tbe vway b. bus chosen. Se la St with the
criminal shut up in the dungeon, ho chose th. way
which naturally ends there

on the other hand, th. diligent man uxty fot have
made choice ci ai che ladIvidual thlngs whlcb have
came ta hRunin bis prosperitybut ho mado choies cf the
path where tho band of the diligent maketh.sicb. The
Christian, *heu Lc became a foUlower of Christ, did mat
antucipato ail the svet experlences Whlch ho atter.
wazds taund, and theorc coujd mlot theu have chosen
thern in deliii ; but, havlng chosen Christ In whom are
htd ait the treazures of wisdom. and kuowledge, tLese
experiences wers Inciuded in bis cholce. The trans.
gressor and the believer, to-4.iv have therefore very
Mxucb ci ihat vhich they have frecly chosen Be flot
deceuvcd, God is not mocked, that whlch a mnu
soweth-we may add that whIch à mani choosetb-ho
shaUl aise reap. If ire chooze the things of the flesh
we shall et the flesh reap, corruption. If we choose
the things of the spirit vs shali of the spirit reap, Utc
everlasting.

IL. 1-requently the ckoce ù made frons very in/trior
moti ves.

The res As ofAen one whlch sbould bave very
fiie influence with reasonabla beings. Oftta t là;
like rejecuing the gold and choosing thetiUn, as it vas
with the ignorant Kaffir Who gave up the gold sover-
cign for a tin burton. fI vas so yult Isaei ln tbeir
choice of a king. They rejcîed God and desired. a
mani lnstead. TLcy desired a king but thought flot of
the high qualifications requlred. for th. office, and
stemed so bent on obtaiing their visb that îhey
were ready t0 accpt any mani Samunel ni ght present
One reason they had for thtir choice vas that they
might bc lukeotabtrs This la a rea stili bj whicli
many dettrmine tLei.r choie. It fi a povrtrul argu-
ment among men for dolng maxuy thingi. When
changes arc destred. thre question Is ruot settled en the
grousnd of netd muoth îe ground of usefulness, for
wheîher it vill bc rightin God's sight, but only bc-
cause tl us the vuy cf others. Out cf ibis m:otlve
spring rnany of the evil habits of mn whicb arc
ioarned through a conisiderable amotunt cf self-deniâ].
Men rnake thetr laps a smoke ftinncl because others do
It. Men drink strong drinkr becanse alLers do 1:.
Men snd vnnren keep theiamvo In poverty and dis-
countoit in order to bc like ouluezs li th. gay faMshin
in life ; while thers la lack cf couslderallon.whother
thtse things are in accordaxice withbodly vanta or
thevuili cf Goti.

Agan, îlucy desired a king that bo might dc!cnd
ihein from theonemims With Maxiy tls lcason
would have f orce, and yet it mlght mot, had, they te-
flected on tLe paut, lna vlich they bad beau deflvered
wlthout the presence of the king. they Dow deslred.
God had savcd tbein wbcucvr tbcy Iuad erusteil Hlm.
They vere rejtctlng the Most High and purpasuIng ta
Ican upon an arn ai flesb.

Again, they made cholce cf Su b=cuse ho vas a
hcad higiier that the rost af thue people. They W=r
cherisblng the prospect of war and when they sav
him ho vas» the mmx th"y sou&ht. They. secxiod mot
te bave founded their cholce on the fact that God had
given Mim, but bccause ho vas a glant vho world be a
fit mnatch for the sons of AnaI

Those suroly worm very inferior reasons; th"e Lad for
their choice. But let usmot, suppose theepeople
w=r sIngular In sa acting. Mcn sti! .nuire the eut.
yard appearance a reason, ior cboosing and rdfuslng.

The mmnd whlcb Inds lis confort and zafcty only lIn
cartbly îhlgs is eugiy pleased wIth Lauge partions of

Ms baffi» Wlth povuty, 80 that they are looklng Out
for somie glant lu the <crin cf ruaterlal wcalih ta go bd-
fore then ta overcomne the foc vrhlch male nover ap-
peau, and when God Ina Bis providence gives such a
glant îhey pray for LM$ plcscrvation, thez Say Io
thair soul, thon hast geods laid op for many yoars,
isae thine Case.

Tires. are fot mlsrepresentations uf tLe grounds on
wblch mon nabo thclr choie. These may b. regard.
ed as an examplof ethe reasozés ail îuboevers La
Godla supcr1nicndlng providence have for ihelr Cholce.
Tbey choose the infealor and reject the supetbor.
They chocse the anaterila sd rejeel the spirItual. They
chooso man and rejeet Gcd. Thcy chocs. thoir own
way cf Ife and roject the way by the Son cf God.
Blo£u Warn_0 by the folly of*Iszudlet us bc viser In
aur choice.

11. Cod iomelima.r chooses Io let mmn have thtir
choicg.

WVe mlsinterpret Godas providenco If vo conriuda
tbat, because success attendu eur prrspects Ho gives
Hia approval. The facIs In hlstory are sufficlently
nmmos te correct such a mistabe. Thia case In
whlch God gractd- the desiro cf Israel, aller urgent
pressure for a king, ts a case ta whlca the mnlslitexpre
tation cf Isreai Is nzanifesl. Evldeutly they thougbî
tbat because the Lord had ceniplicd vith Ilacir desire
they thereforo Lad His fuit approval and fcl.ttey Lad
toison te tiumph ove: Samuel and no longer ta leun
con bis judgenn. Hoe objectcd ta theit havlng a klng,
but God had given îhcm ane. Wuaao ualbs a clar
evIdence that tfuy were rught ln their desire snd ihat
.Samuel vas wrong. Prosperlîy attcnded their eoeort
aud la flot hat a good rason, for the conclusion tdi
God bas given his approval ?i

it là truc that, fGiod gave them. their desire =ud ai
lovcd %hem their choice;- more, by an act la bis pro
vidence he provAdcd tor the=n a man such as they
sought for. Yetvo kuow tins wus net with Lis approval,
instcad cf this bce has spokeu by the prophtt " 1 gave
thec a king ln mine ange: and toak hlm avay lu Mly
Wralh.»

The truth vs learu frin lsalab: ',Toy baie bosen
their cwux vays. 1 a4se vill choose iheir debusiona.
They chose that lu which 1 delighteth flot.

'%Ve may bollevo tuat the providence cf (lad In the
days of Noahi vas isinterpreted. As fa: as wakuoiw
vuhilo Noah bai the ark and told the people cf the
camlog flood tbeir cropi grev as beforc, and ight bc
pointed. te as evidence that God vas approving of lbclr
actions.

W. caxi belio-ve that a 11k. imbinterpretation vas
made cf God's long suffering as the people worshlpped
th. golden cal! lu the wilderness. The scanna cou.
tlnued ta (ail ce" morxung. Thie walet ceascd mot
tu flow frein the rock, and te these meni might point as
evîdence that God vas not disapproving cf their con.
duct. J3aiaama may have so reasoned vihen ho gel
permission te go wyuL lb. servants of king Bll.

At the begîuulng ha vas plainiy tobd " thon shalf
flot go vlath iben but he presd bis request and pet-
maission vas givea but wtth sucb conditions that Le
couid Dot Cempiy valu tLe king's desixe, Y'". ho vent,
and scemsdl te delude Lmmsell diii b, would gain tbe
Lord's approval.

Iu ail ihese cases vs bave evidesce Ibat succes, In
galning lb. objection whlch out hCarta are set, yuLh-
oul any visible mark of -God'a d13pleasure, doos net
embrace Lis approval of our course cf actions.

Because Benj:uýinat ihe beginzIng prospercd in wat
ogaInsî the other tribus ; because the sonthirà amy
tucceeded li thc first baille vith the uorthemx ; ho-
cause a dishonest merchaul prpers la bis coptian;
because a robber escapes witu bis bouty ; because
the Sun shines and the tala faits on a wicked nan's
field se that bis crops grov abundatly, It vculd lue
a very groat imisluîeiprettion cf Goff's providence
wers vo te couclude that lu these o' lu any Unk cases,
prospenityus aprooffGo's approvaL. Ht may chooso
ta give prcsperity la the ways mea have chosma
though Uicr be ways lu Whlch ho doflghîéth net

IV. Cod .aomelimu granIs mens tkr dzoice as a

He say 1 w ii chaose their delusfons =ud vii turitg
tuei: (cmr upon th=in

The spirit of Lot had become mueh ongrossed vila
lb. woed wbile bc wus Iu company vuith Abrahan.
His- docks and bords lucreased, but flot -se rapldly as
lb. -covelouisspirit desled. H.savranopporusy'
byvhich bis vealth. miglit gzow more, rapidly se hc
pltched bis tent to=ad- Sodom apd forsookt ai the
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