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TnyE N. Y. " Independent " Iatoly referred to the t

death af a wealthy citizen. The only evidence the " In-j

dopendent » had of bis decease vas that he had givon «
a million dollars for the education of the coloured peo-
ple of the Soutb. The good man is alive and voll,
but the " Independont n concluded that any man who
gives a million dollars for a philanthropic purposo must
necessarily be dying vhen ho does 50. This is rathor
a hard commentary on the lives of American rich mon.
Souie ricli mon, hovever, von't do anythlng generous
oven when dying.

A FRIEND informs us that one of the clerical dele-
gatos of the Pan Presbyterian Council in Belfast is an
Irishman. As the gentleman in question resides in
Nova Scot ia and has flot laboured very long in this
Cburch, v. may be excused if vs vere flot acqualnted
with bis nationality. The fact remains, however, that
not a single Irish minister vest of Truro, N. S. has
been Sent to the cauncil to be held in the very heart
of Irish Presbyterianism. The more one thinks of the
blunder the more he wonders hav a body 1k. the
General Assembly could have made it.

A GOOD many people labour under the delusion
that the ihinerant system makes much more trequent
changes in the pastorates of Methodist churches than
talcs placein any other communion. This is flot so.
The average pastorate of the Baptist Churcli of the
United States is about three years ; in the Congrega-
tional Chuich three years ; and in the Presbyterian
about three years. If these figures are correct-and
vs have themn on the best authority-then there must
be many pastorates in these throe Churches a long
way under thres years, for vo know many go up to
ton, twenty, thirty, and even to forty years. It should
b. remombered, however, that the Mcthodist pastor-
ates can nover average three years. If the maximum
longth is three years the average must b. a good
deal lois. It my b.a bad feature ofouf religious lite
on thit continent, but it is clear that we have struck a
period of short pastorates. Probably bhort pastorates
are more in keeping with the peculiaritios of aur nov
lifo than long ones. Things are alvays more or less
unsettled in a nov country. Ina the old land things
munim ruts. W. think it would b. found on examina-
tion that, other things bclng equal, pastorates are long
in Canada and the Unitod States in proportion as the
old country element predominates ina congregations.

I HAvE beon attencling that churcli for a year and
na orne bas recognhzed me. Indeedi1 That is a serlous
matter for you. The very tact that you have flot
beon recognized is of itselt presumptive ovidence that
you havoe bser living a useless lif, for the past year.
If you had brouglit tva or three. children from the
street to the Sabbath school the suporintendont and
most of the teachers vould have recognized you at
once. If you had iuduced a fov careless, Godtess
men ta attend church tho minister and smre of the
eiders vould soon have recognized you. If you had
gone regulauly ta prayer meeting mast af the praying
momberu vould have found yau ant. If you had even
rented part of a pow and paid for it regularly sore of
the managers would knov you quite vol! by this tirne.
Au earnest worker ina any departrnent commande
speedy reco~gnition. Good vorkers are nat s80Sumrno-
ous that thoy oscape noie. very long. Corne 0,

whal did you do ta desorve anyîhing special in the a
way ai recognition ? Is the Sabliath schaal sa aver- c
crovded in your churcli that they nover soc a stranger ?
Es the prayer meeting sa vol atonded that a man may i
attend fifty times a year vithout any ane sceing him ?
Elonestly nov, did you do anything mare during the r
year, than attend service irrcgularly ? If yau had T
Lcted more like an earnesl Christian dora't you think 1
ycu vouid have foît mare at home in the church ?

TUIE Proshylorians ai Canada may dlaim credit for
having shevra other, and older, and larger Preshyter-
ian bodies thc vay ta doal vith the organ question.
Tvolve years ago the Geracrai Assembly ai the Can-1
ada Preshyterian Churcli permitted cangregations ta
use an instrument ir alal cases whemc theme is reasan-
able unanimity on the question. Aftor a long anad bit-
ter cantraversy, the United Proîbyterian Churcli ai
the United States came ta substantial!y the saine de-
cision, a short trne ago. The lait General Assembly
ai the Free Churcli ai Scotland solved the difficuity,
by tho same deliverance. The General Assembly ai
the Irish Church blas followed suit. The Free Churcli
Asscmbly declared by a majority that Uic use ai in-
struments is not cantrary ta the Word ai Gad and the
Irish Assembly found that congregationh using an In-
strument, are not amonable ta discipline. For al
practical purpases bath decisions are the same as Uiat
given ira Canada tvelve ysars aga. Whether aur ex.
ample vas goad or the reverse it 'is something ta
kraov that those aid influential churches have folloved
it. If vo are on the vrong side the campany Is gel-
ting large and rathcr distinguished. Wc don't knov
that any ai the distinguishcd doebaters ina the Froc and
Irish Assemblies quoted aur action as a precedent, but
îicy took aur decision ail the sanie. The decision
vili not injure these churches any mare thara it did
ours.

TUE Rev. Mr. Parsons alluded ta a matter ira the
Toronto Presliytory the other day ta vhich ve ask the
very special attention ai aur roaders. It appoars tiat
anc ai the eiders af Knox Churcli is an emplo> é ira
the Toronta Past-office. Sabbath labour is rcquired
ai him, and ho determined ta resIgra rallier thara dose-
cratc thc Lord's day. Mr. Parsans very pmopcrly
advised hi nat ta resign, but ta thrav upon the
Govemnment thc responsibiiity of discharging hi for
flot varkilng upora thc Salilath. We earnestiy hope
the eider viii take this advice. If the Gavernmont ai
this proicssediy Christian country dare dismiss a public
servant bocause he refuses ta labour on Salbath, it is
higl ime the pople kncv it. Are the people ai
Canada ta undemstalid that oneofa the necessary quali-
fications for the civil service of this country is ta ho a
Sabbath bueaker ? If so lot the Goverment procecd
to Carr out their theory. The people have very littie
contrai aver the railWaai Ui hecocuntry, thougli Uiey
buit same ai them vith their ovn money ; but fortu-
natoly vo are yet a self governsd people. Thougli vo
sympathize vith this eldor and every other man vho
lias ta suifer ira a Christian cauntry for conscience'
sako, ve are not sorry that the case lias occurred.
His dismussal vil! force on a crisis an the Sabbath-
question, and the sooner il cames the bettor.' Mean-
timo let every public servant vhoso position is Uireat-
cned because ho vil! nat labour on Salibaîli îhrov on
the Govorment the responsihility ai disrnissing him.

SABRA THI DESE CR4 TION.

T HE action on Salibath observance takera by the
Presbytery ai Toronto at ils meeting lait veek

vas boîli fitting and timoly. Thoso interosted in the
prapor observance ai Uic Sabliath do not fail ta per-
ceive that there is a groving disiegard ai the require-
ments ai Uic sacred day. The oppanents oft1he Sali-
bath may ridicule theo daimas put tomth ina its behaIf.
They may impute any but the iglit motives on vhich
they are urgcd. AUl the mare reason vhy Christian

irnount of thc Sunday labour now perforrned on that
Iay.

Railway Cornpanies have this season increased the
îumber of passenger trains running on Sabb4th.
Steamboat companies have made it their business to
run excursions at cheap rates on that day for the spocial
purpose af inducing great numbers to travel by them.
Extra Sunday labour is being exacted by post-office
authorities. This is infiicting an unjustifiabie vrong on
employés, and it is simply demoralizing in its effects.
The dimensions of thus cvii rnay as yot lie measureable ;
but, if the public conscieiwoe is flot aroused to actionà,
they viii very rapidly expand. Many who cater for
the public amusement and recreatian will not be con-
tent to close their busines on the Sabbath if they sec
railvay antd steamboat companies and the post-office
authorities disregard the sacredness af the day, and
wound the feelings of the Christian and order-loving
portion of the commuflity.

In seeking to direct public attention to this import-
ant quostion, the Toronto Presbytery vero discharging
a duty incumbent upon thern. Mr. Wilson, Dr. Cavera,
Mr. Parsons, Mr. Milligan and others gave no uncer-
tain sound an this question that must soan press itself
on public attention. They have assumed the praper
attitude in deaiing vith a subject vith vhich the truc
veilbeing of the people is most intimately associated.
They are nat the mon ta lot the matter drap til! a sat-
isfactory conclusion lias been reached. Tho vievs
expressed by them commond themselves to the judg-
ment and conscience ai the Christiaa community.
The people ouglit ta give them the necessary moral
support ta render effective their efforts ta conserve the
blessings af the day of rest.

The Ministoriai Association ai Toronto also desorve
credit for the opportune action taken by thom beforo
their regular meetings were discontinucd for the sea-
son. The attention ai the variaus evangelical bodies ina
their annuai Assembuies, Conferences, and Synods, vas
called ta Uic importance af deaiing immediately vith
Sabbath desecratian. The resuit 50 far as lias been
ascemtained is docidedly satisfactory. Judglng from
published reports, the subject received due consider-
atian tram the bodies under whase notice it vas
brouglit, and canimittees veme appointed ta considor
the nature and extent af Uic ovil, and ta devise means
for its removaL.

In ail sections ai the Churcli evangelical concerted
action is vanted. Ail are agreed as ta the sacredness
of Uic Lord's day. Its importance as a benevolent in-
stitution is universally recagnized. There are no real
differences ai opinion vide enougli ta prevent: united
action on a subject ai deep interest ta al professing
Christians. The designa contcmplated is tvoiold :ta,
enlighten the public conscience an the sin af Sabbath
desecration, and if need ho ta appraach Uic legisiaturo
ta urge that exisling lavs be cleared of all ambiguity,
and that thoy b. impartially enforced.

Christian people need ta exercise vigilance in regard-
ta this question. If thoy are theniselves indifferent,
their riglits vil! ho encroached upon. If they do not
guard the sacrodnoss ai the day Uiey vil! soon have
cause for astonishmeat at the rapidity vith vhicb
atiti-Sabliatariafivievs vii ho prapagatod. It is
whulc mon slecp that the enemy sovs tares. There is
reason for alarrn. There is an urgent cali for consist-
ent iradividual anad united action ta preserve the Sali-
bath from the encroacliments villi vhich il is at prO-
sent rnenaced by pelf and pîcasure.

DIR T, DISE4 SE A ND DEA THI.

A T meon te elaifthe Nile the scourgO

lias been at vark ils ravages have been deadly. PO
pie are dying there aithUi rate of aboutiz5 a day. AS
usual vhen a virulent epidemic breaks aut the inhabit'
anti becomo panic-stricken. Al vho can fly fr00
Uic plague-infectod place, betake Uiemselves as far 0
pass--ible tram Uie danger. The medical mon arc v«
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