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or evil, thus proving itrelf cither a ruler or hl:uc. is character
formed.

One of the most potent intluences that bear on the formation of
cnaracter, is example, ¢ It is the school of mankind, and they
will learn at no other.” It is more than precept. 1t is teaching
without words.  Although man i~ endowed with powers contri-
buting to his own development, yet, it is by the influences of his
carlier surroundings, the examples sct before him, which he un-
consciously imitates, that mould and leas ¢ a lasting impression on
his character.

1t is not without the greatest cffort, however, that the highest
standard of character may be attained. It ix only by energy of
will, in moral discipline, and in the supremucy of =elf control, that
man may be crowned with ultimate succesk. e then embodics
the ideal of manliness, his nets become repeated in the lives of
others; his words ring througli the universe ax a trumpet, inspiring
and invigorating sluggish natures with new life.  ‘Thus did the
words of Mantin Luther ring through modern Germany and the
word< of Knox ring through Scotland.  The sentimentx of these
men have left a lasting impression on the minds and hearts of all
nations.

The very mainspring of great action in character is energy, and
combined with self-possession, a man may apply his powcrs to the
best advantages.  Itis the strong energetic character whois the
leader in the world, drawing others along with him, by a kind of
magnctic influence, thus evoking cnthusiasm, and inspiring kin.
dred spirits to follow in his footsteps. This wonderful power, this
latent force, perhaps, in its grandest exemplifications, is found in
those characters, who have passed through a progress of natural
growth.  Every step is mnarked by a persevering cffort, in sclf-
discipline, self-watchfulness, and sclf-control, through a material
world, as it were, to a spiritual. And then, their deeds instilled
with moral cneryy are immortalized.  These characters are the
beacons of the world, ithumtinating and radiating the paths around
them, not onlvldocs their light fall on those who live at the same
time, but it continues to fall on all succeeding generations,  In
fact, there are men whose greatest victories have been achieved
after they were lving in the tomb. Never was Ciesar more power-
ful than when he lay weltering in his own blood at the feet of his
slaver.  Never did the character of Abrahain Lincoln exercise
greater power, tnan after hix assasxination, then, and only then,
did the nation realize the noblencss of their martyred President.
Truly, great characters elevate the nation to which they belong.
Their careers remain ax mighty montments of caample, fortify-
ing and perpeti.ng its glory.  The purity, unsclfishness, and
patriotism, whith shone in the character of George Wiushington,
places him on a h.gher pedestal than that occupied by conquerors.
‘The delivercr of a mighty nation he was, indecd, the father of his
country, hix lifc and work can never be forgotten. and posterity
will hless i®name as one who was first in war, fint in peace, and
firet in the hearts of his countrymen.  Siill, there arc characters
who have gained a reputation of greatness in action, it is true, but
reputation is not character.  ** Reputation is what men think of
ug, and character is what God and the angcls know of us.”
Necither docx character consist of power.  Napolcon craved power,
and secquired it. No General cver cxercised a  greater
influence over his ~oldicre. his word wax as magic.  None dare
disobey.  Oncof the greatest warriors the world has ever seen,
uncqualied by Alexander, Hannibal or Casar, yet. although we

<annot fail 1o admire hix +kill as a3 generl, we cannot be blind to
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the fact tnat he lacked those moral prmclplc» whirh are res c.\lul
in all noble lives.

Not only is character portrayed in practical life, there is a wider
sphere, where more lasting intluences are felt, and that is, in liter

ature,  ‘The character of all great men is manifested in their
works.  ‘These works are as living  voices, whispering to us the

theaghts, the ideas, the feelings of the authors.  They are the
very essence of immortalitv.  Paintings decay and fade away,
monuments moulder and crumble into dust, but the productions
of such men as Homer, Virgil, Plmarch, Shakespeare and Milton
still survive,  Their thoughts are as fresh now in the winds of
men as they were ages ago, and never can be effaced. Again,
there are characters whose noble deeds no history records, and of
which renown is mute.  These are found amidst trials and diffi
cultics, chastened by adversity, inspired with noble courage, they
tread the paths of life, whispering words of comfort and cheer.
thus encouraging many a weary soul to resume his burdens with
rencwed energy and hope.  In prisons, in hospitals, in the very
lowest haunts of vice we meet them, undauntedly pursuing their
labor of love, without regard for fame or reward.  These are the
true christian characters.

« As chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yct always rejoic-
ing; as poor, yet making many vich; as having nothing and yet
possessing all things.” .

“Fheir noble acts are chronicled in that book of life, where no
eye ever penetiates, save thatof the Almighty.

Mxrs. W, F. GorLuix,
East Saginaw, Mich.

Berssssentitrasseserd

Paul Amose Carpenter.

Again it is our sad duty to chronicle the death of one of our
most promising Asrociates, that of Paul A. Carpenter, who died
on the 10th, May, at his father’s residence in Collingwood, Ont.

Paul cntefed on his course at the O. A. C, in 82, and through
his perscverance and energy succeeded in winning the Gold
Mecdal in '§;.  His loving nature and upright character wmade him
highly exteemed by hic fellow students.

He took a deep interest in the work of the Literary Society
whilc in residence, and a» an ex-student took an activc part in the
work of the Expcrimental Union, contributing a paper on “Study”
to the Union meeting of *$6, which may be found in the (.olhgc
report of that year, and is well worth perusal,

Mr. Carpenter’s health after leaving the College was such that
he was practically debarred from follow:..g his chosen profession,
in which, had his health permitted, he would undoubtedly have
taken a foremnost place.

The parents and friends of deccased have the heartfelt sympathy
of the Revikw staff.

** Death loves a shining mark.”

Lord Boyle, whose whercabouts is causing world-wite interest,
war a student at the O. A. C, in ’S3, along with his brother, the
Hon. 1. G. Boyle.



