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Willign Cowper,

WinLiasm CowrEnr the Christisn poet,
wad born at Great Berkhampstead,
Wortfordshire ¥ngland on the 16th of
November, 1731 His father way &
minister of the Church of England,
and ono of George I 's chaplains, When
only six years of age bo lost his mother
whom he deoply loved, and continued
a8 loog as ho lived to ocherigh her
momory with a desp affection. Tho boy's
dispostion was very lLimid, and this
ghrinking rensitiveness contin.

{;he best and most useful yoars of his
ife

Hia firet volume of poems wad pre-
pared at Olnoy, and published when ho
wan fifty yoars of age. Most of our
readers have been dolighted and amused
with ¢ the diverting story of John
Gilpin.” Lady Austen, a warm friend
of the post, told the story to him when
he was in a particularly floomy mood,
It took his fanoy, and ncxt mo ning
he read to his friends tho poem that

was devout and reverential, and he was
a firm believer in the truths of God’s
Word, His works are well worth
reading still for tho great pleasure they
give, the beauty and life-likeness of his
natural descriptions, and for the pre-
cious truths they so powerfully enforce,
His published letters show that he was
oalso a delightful correspondent

He was very fond of pets. He keph ;

Norfolkehire, on April 15, 1800, Aftar
the rude buffetings of his troubled and
atormy life, he found in the Saviour he
loved and trusted that eternal shelter
where the wicked ceass from troulsling
and the weary are at rest.

The Kind of Boy Wanted.
Ont thing that is told us about

tame hares, and pets and poot were on | Jesus’ boyhaod is that he was obediont

the very best of torms, He had also

to his mother.

I once saw in the
papers an advertisemont printed

ued to he a source of pain to
lim as long as be lived. At
school he was tycannised over by
his cruel and unfeeling school-
mates, who probably did xot
know the severity of the torlure
their thoughtless Larbarity in
flicted on tho delicate and ren-
sitive child, All they knew was
that young Cowper did not de-
fond himself. and thoso boys,
bwing cowards, made him the
vicum of their cruolty,

When ho was eighteen years
of age he began to study law.
But he was not a diligent stu-
dent. He disliked the profes-
slon snd wag inattentive to its
duties, 1t is not surprieing that
ho wag a failure a8 a lawyer
He did not, however, altogether
wasto his time, for he read much
during these yoars, snd gave
evider.ce that he possessed poetic

ifts.

; Through the efforts of influ-
vutial relatives, William Cow-
pur was appointed to a_clerk-
ship in the House of Lords;
but so great was his shyness
that he was frightoned at the
pruspect and declined the ap-
puntment, Another clerkship,
utne more guited to his disposi-
twn, was obtained for him, but
he become so alarmod at the
thought of having to pass an
examination to test his fitnens
tu1 the office that his veason was
mmpaired, and he attsmpted to
take his own life.

For a time Cowper was an
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in this way: “ Wanted for a
shop, a boy that coheys his
mother.”  The man who kept
that shop knew that if a boy
did not mind his mother at
home he would not obey his
master in a shop, or be so likely
to obey the laws of the country
against stealing and all other
wrongs, and the laws of God.
The world does not want in
business or anywhere else boys
who do no’ mind their mothers.
Home is a little school of obedi-
ence, It we do noi learn to
obey the laws of home, we shall
be very likely to break the laws
of the country ard get into
prison at last,

A H
Alcoholic Liquors,

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 710 THE
AMERICAN CONSTITUTION,

SgNATor BLAIR, from the
Committee on Education and
Labour, submitted a favourable
reporb from the majority of the
committee on a joint resolution
proposing that an amendment
to the conetitution in relation
to alcoholic liquors and other
poisonous beverages bo submit-
ted to the Logislature of the
States for ratification, The
amendment provides that after
the year 1900 the manufacture
and sale and importation of
distilled alcoholic intoxicating
liquors, except for medicinal,
mechanical, chemical, aad scien-
tific purposes, and for use in the
arts, shall cease, The report

inmate of an ssylum at St
Albans,  Afterwards he re-
woved to Huntingdon, where he
became acquainted with a family of
the name of Unwin, who showed a
kindly interest in him and took han
under their care, A life-long friend-
ship arose between them. After the
death of Mr, Unwin, his widow, Qow-
prr sccompanying her, went to live at
Olnev, wnere that remarkable msn
the Hev, Jobn Newton lived, Here
Uowper took up his abode, and spent

WILLIAM

first brought him into general public |

notice.

COWPER.

a great liking for flowers, and spent
much timo in their cultivation. There

The success attending his literary | was one of the most beautiful of all

flowers he was fond of cultivating—

efforts induced him to porsevere in the ) |
exeroise of his poetie gifts, At Lady I Charity. He was a great friend to the
Austen’s suggestion ho began hiv great- poor, and was diligent in his efforts to
est poem * Tho Task,” which he was | promote their bodily and spiritual wel-
able auccessfully to finish. Several of | fare. Adfter the death of his friends he
the hymns naw sung in cur churches | felt very lonely, snd did not long sux-

woro from Cowpor's pen. His spirit ' vive thom, He died at East Dereham,

which accompanies the proposed
amendment says the committee
does not deem it necessary to discuss
the evils of the uss of alochol, but
bolieve the people havea right to decide
what measures shall he tsken for the
regulation or extirp .tion of this traffie
“Spest thou & man diligent in his
business ¢ he shall stand before kings ;
he shall not stand before mean men.”
—Prov, xxii, 29,




