oo

ot

Iy important 5 amd by the bldwing of God they may Le
accomplished.  The great attention which other come
munities tow fay to their Sunday-schools, reguires that
the pious and ftuential among us shonld more fully
identily thamscdves with ours. “Fhe altered circumstan.
ces ob souety. loo, render this necessary. Fornmerly
infidel prineiples were found chiedly among the lughes
and cdueated classes 3 but now the hoambl st mechame
is heard dunying the immortaldy of 14e suul. the anspi-
ration of’ the Scriptures, and, in facy, all religious amd
moral obligation,  Many factories are, to u greater or
Yess eatent, nurscrics ol sedition and buresy 3 and insome
of sur latze tonne, neary escry street can furnish oras
cles ol atheism, and malignant jmpugners of revealed
religiov.  Lectures are supported, and publications are
eirculated, the direct tendency of winehis to blaspheme
Gadl, p embirute man, aud o subvert the foundation of
civil and rehigious gocicly, By these ancans the best
interests of our youth are endangered, and unless we
can male them acquainted with the evidenees of Chins-
tiamty, and other sutyects allustrative of the Scriptures,
and eonfirmatory of the Clnistian faith, need we wondur
it they be led anay by the crror of the wicked 7 W hule,
then, worldly politicians are pressing e claims of a
godlees literature on the altention ot the nation ; and
while the patrons of infldelity arc labouring to bring m
a state ol things, in which there shall be no worship
paid to Giod, no Sabbath sagctificd, no marriages solems
ized, no tighte of property respeeted, and 1o punishe
ment inflicted on evil-doers § surely st is the imperatine
duty of all whe love God, religion, truth, their country,
or thar fillow-men, to bestir thansclies, to disinter
their talente, to throw a defence around the rising ge
neration, and by every means promote their instruction
in the truth,  Exccpt in a sery few instances, Sundaye
schools among us are no longer raised into ri\'alsl‘:gx
with the Christian ministry, the public worship of God,
or the sanctification of the Sabbath 3 so that the greatest
edioontes of good order need not dread embarking in
their scrvice.  Brethiren, there arc tens of thousands of
Sildren in the mamfacturing districts espeeially, who
must be taught on the Sunday, or they will grow up ute
taught 3 who must be acquamted with the principles
evidenees, and cluims of Christianity in your Sunday~
schools, or they will be made acquainted with inidehty
elsenhicre; and who must obtain profitable and ct.ter~
taining books of your ochool-libran'cs. or they will read
p-l;;cs which pollute, and books which tcach the way to
el

Another subijcet 1o Which we car: ~stly invite your at-
tention, Lrethren, is the sanctification of the Sabbath.
Our proncuess o forget tns duty 1s presupposcd sn the
preface to the e dent, ¢ § bee the Sabbath
day, 10 Leep it holy ;" uud our apiness to evade its
restr.clions i3 placed under chicch by thie minutetiess of
ite ingunctions. ‘T sovercizh authority and the patere
nal fure of Gud shuse most conspicuously an thes law
for while he commatids the highest o respect his exame
ple, and worship lumy he goves the meanest servant a
chattered right to a weeldy rest, on the ground that
stch a pause in worldly tuil is no less necessary to the
recruiting aud physical cucrgics, than to the refreahe
went and rencval of lus soud an nghtcousnces.  “Fhat
we might Lie saved from guestiomeg its davine origin,
Gud spake ail the words of thus Law wath tius own hips,
and wrote themn ®ith his own * finger 5 10 teach usits
perpetuisl oUhZat on, b wrote it in ** tables of stone 3™
atd to shew its conneaiun and hartnony with the ceos
nowgy of grace. it was “sprinklid wath bloed,” luid up
in ¢ the ark,”? covered with ¢ ihe merey-seat,®® and
overshadoned with “he glory of the Lord®? The
J.o1d Jesus niot only fulilled i, but hic magnitied it, and
made it honourable, by adopting it as part of the law
of his kingdon 3 and uppomted that his Spirit should
weite 1L upon the hicarls of his people.  He called hin
selfy ¢ Lord of the Sabbath 3" 2d by transferring the
festival to *“the first day of the week,’ thereby render
ing it commemora:ive of Jus censing from the lubours
of our redemption. he made it (2istian 3 and at the
sane tine furnished additional motives why we shonld
call it “a delight, the Loly o the Lord, honoursble; ?
and should “lonour him, not duing our oun ways,
nor finding our own pleasure, sior speaking our owy
words”

Sce then, Beloved brethren, that You, vour sons, and
vour dauzhicrs, vour inan sunsuis, and your mnaid-
scivants, and the stranger that is wathin your pates,
¢ retncinber *? 1o keep tlus day holy.  Vadeavour to
close your business-nfinirs, and to complete sayr doe
mestic arrangement3, in such time, that Saturday ese-
ning may be a season of hallowed preparation.  Risc
carly, and fol'aw our zood (Iﬂ*! custu, of attending the
morning prayer-mecing. your Gonily worship, be
solemn, fervent, and full: sufler nothing, public or
private, Yo induce you to hurey over an exercite which
necessarily affects the vers core of personal and domes-
tic rcligion.  In youfautcndance 52 the hiouse of God,
be punctual; and religiously suard against late atten.
dance.  Eaite hicartily in xinging the high praises of
God j pray in the Poly Ghost; hear the word with do-
cility, and in the exrcise of an appropriating faith,
Improse the intervals of worship by Scripture reading
and rcligious conversaticn 3 = cither in the afternoon
or the evening. eaterchise and pray with your children.
Suffcr neither newspayers, history, nor bovks of science,
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, 10 form any part of your Sunday reading. Sacredly
alistain from teading-journcys and pleasure-excutsions;
, and nather read nor write lutters of business,  Ihs-
countenance Sunday visting, and shut out pohtical
, conversation. 1€ any of you are connccted with Rail
, road or other Companies, who prostitute the Sabbath
, 1o purposcs o wordly pleasure or gain, we charge you,
belure GGod, to tahe the first opportunity of prowesing
, agninst the inpicty.  The loss of moncy must not be
, putin companison with the favour of God. We are
, strongly improssad, that the present unparallded com-
mercial distress 18 an iutimation of the divine displea-
. surey and is desizued 1o tuen us from our natwnal sins,
j of which Sabbath-breaking is ones  The Sabbath is
y dear to God 5 atis esscnuialy conneeted with the honour
, of his pame, and the contmuanee of s worship 3 nor
y Wil lie peont nations or individuals to profanc it with
impumtye e s now visiung us fur these things 5 and
, @ tender regard for hie glory, the good of our country,
. .'|u(|' the salvation of your famili s, constrains us to say
, againy ** Remember the Sabbatheday, 10 keep at holy.’
{  Connccted with tins sulyject is the evil of embarking
i extrasagant business speculations.  “The folly of this
t has been made paantuity apparent by numerous instane
cces of faslure s all parts of the kir -dum. But it is
importard that you, und all who are called by the holy
1 name of Jesus, hould be fully aware of ite sinfuluess,
. Such speculations obviously smply a making haste to
- be rich 3 and they argue a want of contentment with
; such things as we haves  They are the uatural inanifese
tations ol pride and covetousness 3 aad arc directly op-
postd to the apostolic nyunction, ¢ Love not the wold,
neither the things that are an the world 5 for all that is
m the world, the lust of the flesh, and the Just of the
eyes, and the prude of hife, is not of the Father, but js
of the world.””  When such speculations succeed, they
infatuate and estrange us from Givd and hs people.
When they miscarry, they bring on agzravated distress,
and perhaps sink us into the sorrow ol the world, which
worketh death. 1€ they are undertaken with our own
n:oney, we cannot be said to glordy God with the sub-
stance w0 employed s and we lay ourselves open to
temptations to wrong the poor and the causc of God
"'by s0 locking up vur property as to make it difficult, it
1 ot uupussnﬁ’!c, to meet their clajms. But, generally
» spealiang, they are undertaken to a great extent with
the propetty of others; and when this is the case, it
implics a wanilest breach of the fove we owe to our
ncighbour, and a deliberate departure (com the way of
Providence ; for God can never direct a man to do that
which itnplics 2 violation of his own law. The money
borrowed for such purposcs is alinost invariably obtain-
cd by fulse pretensions, and without a fair probability
of paying it; and as s the sin, such are its consequen
ces. ¢ Jhey that will be rich (all into temptation and
a share, aud anto many foolish and hurtful Justs, which
drown micn in destruction and perdition.  For the love
of toney isthe root of all evil 3 which while some
coveted afler, they L.ave erred from the faith, and picre-
cd themsehes through with many sorrows.”

Bui, beloved, we hope better things of you, and
things which accommpany sulvation, though we thus
s.cak.  Wlfe others are idolizing the talent of wondly
soud, sce that you faithfully improve it to the glory of
tiod, and the good of your fellow-creaturcs, Keep in
memory that you are only stewards of the nanifold
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hundred and iRy-one. O this jucrease, sixteen thoye
sand, aeven hundied and seventy-four have heen added
m Great Bestam and Iredand, and five thousand seven
hundred and scienty-scven on the Mission stations.
For this great ducrease we glorily our gracious Lord.
But hvang 1 a world of change, and alhed to a dying
race, necessity i lad apon us, that we mingle the note
of surrow with our songs of praise.,  During the past
year, tweutyescven of vur esteemed l‘{u‘llncrs and brethreq
have departed lus hife.  They died i the Lord, and the
vuice from heasen pronounces them * blessed 3 for
“thy reat from ther Jabours, and ther works follow
them.”

In a great Connesion like ours, .nany mcmbers
neeessanty change their place of residence in the covrse
of' g year, and the schedules of nearly all the Circuits
show a considerable deficit in members reccived, as
compared with those that are removed,  The benefits
of Christian fellowship are invaluable under any cire
cumstances 3 but they are peeuliarly =0 when we have
to dwell among strangers. We are therefore at a foss
fully to account fur the fuct that so many of our people
who manifeat great esteem for the means of grace when
at home und surrounded by fricnds, shoutd, on going to
a distance, negleet to apply for the usuul “ note of pe-
moval.”  Leaving thewr sespective neighbourhoods
without this, they lay themsclyes open to suspicion 3
they deprive themselves of an honourable introduction
to the Ministers of the place where they settle ; and, as
hundreds of instances annually prove, they run great
hazard of sinking into a state of estrangement frqm
God, and the ordinances of his house. This, brethren,
i3 unprolitable for you, and it is grievous tous, We
therclore entreat that in future you will neither suffce
business, nor tenptation, nor adverse circumstances to
keep you from applying, cither perstnally, oe by youe
Leaders, for the certificate of your membership, which
it will always afford us pleasurs to supply.

Qur present Conference has been au eminently happy
one. The Lord has been in the midst of ns ; and his
Holy Spivit has come down upon our assemblies. ‘The
word has heen preached with power ; and we have np
doulit that our beloved rle in Newesstle, and the
neighbouring towns, whosé liberality and kindneas have
Leen above all praise, will fong remember their firt
Conference as a season of special refreshing to them
and their familics,

Admonished aml encouraged by these events, we
now address ourselves, in the rmme of our Lord, to the
work of the ensuing ycar ; and we are deeply solicite
ous that it may be ¢ year distinguished by a super-
abounding blessing from the Lord. Some churches,
regard revivals of religiun as gracious singularities in
their history; we regard them as essential to owrves-
isience. 1M a regular sorics of divine visitations, issue
ing in the conversion of sinners, be not vouhsafed 10 us,
we must cither change the spititual constitution of oue
discipline, or we Ml pine anay from among the tribes
of Gad’s Isracl.  But we have hope in God, though we
thus speak.  The world is redeemncd ; God ¢ will have
ull men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of
the trath 3 it is promised that the Holy Spirit shall be
¢ pourcd upon all flesh 37 the Lord Jesus has declared
that he will be with hix servants even to the end. “All
things arc ready 3 and He who cannot lie hoh said

mercies of God 3 aud that laying uptrcasure ou carth is
ascleardy prolbited, as 1s the squandering of our Lord s
£00ds by riotons hving.  ‘Fhe Funds of ou Connexion
are all important § and the efficicnt suspart of cach i«
cssential to the prosperity of the great’ work in which
we as a people ure ewmbarked.  But our Missionary
Fund ut present claims particular attention.  The Hea-
then are not only perishing, but perishing with the cry
fur help on ther lips.  Ethiopia is stretching out her
hands 1o us, as the almoners of Gud; not only that we
snay protect her from those that enslave and oppress
her, Lut also that we may bless hee wath the Gospel of
peace.  The fickds, in all parts of the world, are white
unito the harvest 5 and there are labourers, lingering on
our shores, and longing, in the true spint of Christian
enterprise, 0 preach the Gospel in the regions beyond.
But we want the meaus of sending them forth, ~ Qur
very suecesses embarrass us. A wide and cfiectual door
is sct before us; and,, though there are many adversas
ries, they are restrained. Brethren, our Missionary
Cowmmittee are in o great strait.  The cause is ours as
much as theirs.  Let us inquice whether we have fully
discharged our obligations to God and his cause T whee
ther our rate of giving be in strict accordance with our
vows, our income, the injunctions of Seripture, and the
necessitics of oue perishing fellow.men ?

At no former period have we had greater encourages
ment to ahonnd in the work of the Lotd than at present,
Onc hundred and three younz men hare licen 2pproved
as Candulates for our ministry 3 an@ g ~ing frcm the
recommendation  given Ly the District-\i- etings, they
promisc to Le blcasings 1o our socictics,  Filly-four
Jjunior Preachers, having honourably fulfillcd the term
of their probation, hase been admitted into full con-
nexion jand we carnestly commend them to your
praycrs.  The number of members in onr socictics
throughout the world is four hundred and tventy-cight
thousand scven hundred and twenty-nine ; being an in-
crease, during the year, of twenty-tivo thousand five

to his disciples, ““ I two of you shall agree on carthas
touching any thing that they shall usk, it shall be dune
for them of my Father which is in heaven ™ Brethren,
let us “sive ?? ourselves * to prayer;” aud let us live
in the confident expectation that God will do as he hath
said. 1€ he sends down ¢ the furmer and the latter
rain * on a village, a town, or a Circuit, let us rejoice 3
but Jet us not be satisfied till it takes the sweep of the
couutry, of the kingdom, of the world, ¥or all former
cflusions of thy Hloly Spirit, we praise thee, O Lord!

Bbut now, by thy mighty hand and out-stretched arm,
and for thy own name’s sake, cast down thy ancient foe.
Thou hast given thy Soa the Heathen for an inherite
ance, and the nttermost parts of the carth for a posses~
sion. ‘Thy people have brought the tithes into the
storchouse, and there is meat in thy house; and now
we huinbly prove thee herewith, and wait to sce if thou
wilt nob open the windows of heaven, and pour us out
a blessing, that there shyll not be room enough to.re-
ccive it.  Amen.

Signed, by order of the Conference,
ROBERT NEAWTON, President,
JOIIN HANNAH, Secretary.

Newcasticeupon- T'yne, JAugust 15th, 1840
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