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pul monary plithisis, or consumption.
The following romnarkzs upon th;e subjeet
fromf the Brilish Medical Journal, of
Januiary 8th (inst)wiili pi-ove 'of interost.
It is, ais Professor Iiirschi remarks,
emphiaticatly a disease eof all tii-ns, ai
counitries, and ail races. N~o climate'
rio latitude, no occupation, no comnbinaî.
tion of favoî'ingc circumnstances forms an
infallible safeguiaîd against the oîîset of
tu beî'cîlosis, however snch condition s
inaiy rnitigate its ravages or rot'4 rd its
pr'ogress. Likze typhoid. foyer, pythisis
dogs the stops of min, wherevr. lie nMay
be found, and dlaims its victirns amongst
every age, class> an-d race. A surmmary
Of resuits shows thatt the averlî.ge lminil-
lier of' deaths froin phthisis is about 3
per 1,000, or uiearly ene-seventli of the
total mortality.

The first fiâct, 'hich cornes ont clcarly
fi-omn Professor iifirsh's t,,builated data
is the relativoly, large miortality fromn

.plthisis in the large centres of popu-
lation. Thus Vienna lias a, death-rate
frorn this cause of 7i'7 per 1,000, or
more than twice, the general average;
Pesth is credited withi 6.9 por 1,000.
Brussels with 5.6) Stockhîolm i with 4-1,
-Munichi and (flasgow with 4, Berlin an-d
Dresdetiwith 3'8. In the smraller towis,
tie rate sinks to 3 or 2-5 per 1, 0001
andinu rural districts thermortality is
Stijl less.

M.îany flicts are at haud to show that
:an inereascd liability te phthisis gees
.Parilpa«su wi ti rapid growth eo' popula.
tion and especially %vith the nassiflg to-
gether of large bodies of' workers onga'-
.(ed in arts and mnanufàictures. Impure
air and bad hygiene wo~ uindoubtedly
the most potent factors in the genesis
ofthe, disease, and talze precedenice ovon

fet'hred itary prcd isposition and imuper'-
feet nutr'ition. Amon" nonad tribes,'
sucil as the KÇrighiz otf the Central
Asiani stoppes or the 1Bedolin.s of Arabia,

the discaso is practicnlly uiîknewn, but
thero is much instruction and warning,
for us in the fiut that wvhen, as soino-
timos happons, thoso ivandering tribes
sottie in the towns thoîir immnunity
irmolidiattely corises.

Tho influence o fgcograph ical position
upon phtlîisis turns eut te be mnuch Ioss
than currant opinion would indicate.
WC are proue te regar it as essentiatly
a malagdy of temperate latitudes, and et'
the An,-,o.axon rcbut more uccur-
ato statistical information pr-oves that
it is very Virulent ini many wvarm
counitries, and that seme of flue inforior

raes sch as the negroc3, the inhabi-
tants et' the West India Islands> and
theople0)1 of' the South Sous suffer miore
in proportion than the nations et'
Euirope. It will bô a great surprise to
rnany people te Ieurn that the death-rate
frorn phthisis is as highi in sunny Italy
as in fogg-cy England. Those who hold
tlîe old-tà,shîoned nuotion that darnp and
cold aire, Uic main, causes et'phtlîisis will
bc puzzicd te accounit foi' fli almest
comlote immunity enjoyed by the
iiihabitants of' the Hebridles and tho
Faroe Isian ds. TLatitîde is net,hlowever)
without a distinct influence, bothi upori
the prevalence and the type et' phthisis.
The disease becomes rarci' as wo
approaîch. the poles, and is extreinely
infrequont, w'ithin tho liits et' the
Arctie and Antaî'ctic Cîa'cles. In the
Tropics the diseuse doos net couflormn te
the oî'diuary cha'onic forî'm fumiliar te,
încdical. obsei'vers in this country, but
in the brevity and severity eof its cour'se
approxianiates î'ather te îacute tubercui-
losis.

lWhile tho influence et' latitude is
comrparativoly slighlt, irregular, and apt
te, be couiiterictod by othei' conditions,
that et' altitude is most potent. Among
the higher Al ps, the Andes, the olevated
plateaux etf Mexico, Persia, and South


