
TnIE- PUBLIC 11JPAL TH FOR .OCTOBER. -

-3ORTUARY RETURNS PROM TWENTY-PI-VE CANADIAN CITIES'AND TOWNS.

T WENTY-FIVE0 of the princýipalcities and towns ln (3a»ada
which make nionthly returns of deaths,
te the Pepartment of Agrriculture in
Ottawa show a record for October of
1,330 deathe, or 120 Iess than in Sep-
tember. The returns- frein Kingston,
hovovci-, for October have not beep
r-oceived'. The rate of inortality for
the month in the twventy-five cities and

*tôwns wvas about 24 per 1,000 ef popu-
littion per annuni. lIn the previus
nionth the rate was 25 per 1,000.

lIn 'Moitreal, tho rate of n'ortality in
October -'vas about the saine as in

*September-30 per 1,000 of population
per annuin. lIn Toronto, it feli from
20 in September te 19-4 iu October;
in Quebée, froni 30 te less than 25;
and iu Hlamilton from 20 te 16. In
II«dlifax and Ottawa the mortality in-
creased frein 20 per 1,000 in September
te, 22 in Ottober.

PFroma gyrntie, diseases the total
mortaîity in thè tWentyj-five places fell
about 25 per cent.; or frein a record
of 399 'in September te, 293 in October.

.li Ottawa, however, the ýmortality
freinthis class showed a large increase
Wu October as compared with Septem..
ber, and the total increase in the mer-

- allty from aIl causes iýi this city was
owing te this incrense in the rate from
zymotie diseases. In ail the other
largo cities there was in October a
deerease in the mortality from zymnoties

Fron diarrhoeal diseases the total
number -of deaths, recoùded fetu frein
192 in Septembor to 56 in October.

From diphtheria the record increas-
ed fromn 103 in September to, 138 in

*October; or over 33 per cent. This'
was owing to a very large inerease in
Monti'eal 'In the niortality froin this
disease ia October. And while there
was one more death in Ottawa in
Octôber than in September frorn this
cause, there was in ail the other -large
cities a decrease froin the sanie in that
period.

From typhoid fever in the sanie
*period- the record decreased ftom 70
fattilities to, 65. In Toronto, however,
the record increased from .9 in Septein-
ber te 20 in Octeber; while in Mont-
real it decreased froma 26 te, 19.

The total mortality in October in
the twenty-five citiois and towns re-
ceded te a considerably lower point
than that of June and te about the
samne as that of May.

Tiim Chief Quarantine Officer of the
Dominion, Dr. Montizanbert, wvas higlîly
complirùented at the recent meeting in
Mîulphis of the American Health Associa-
tibn, byý one of the speakers, in a dliscussion.

WANT 0F THE H1OUR.-So the British
Whig, (Kingston) heads an editorial, and
after referring to the prevalence of typhoid
feverý ani a w'ell k-nown and comimon
cause of it-sawer gas ini dwellings-says,
"ýThe publie. healtli comniands the first
thought pf our legisiafors, and te guard
aginst thiat -whicli inju es -'ve have inspec-

tors-of food and rnilk, tobacco and liquors

and gas, of factories and stearuboa' s and
railroads. .. The law% is not .ye donm-
prehlensive enough. It does. not Pl-Ovide
for the appointinent of inspectors of build-
ings, and tiie clothing of them. witli powver
to insist upon the construction of houses
substautially and withi a regard for hygieze

Men have been startled occasion-
ally by the outbreak of severe epidemics,
but when the panie lias subsided they con-.
tinue in the old tracks and la.y the founda-m
tiou for a newv eruption of disease." We
ivant more articles of this sort ini the
popular Press.


