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THE BEE.

ppeemcad

by the sale of the produce of two cows. His wile, and
therr only child, a comely gitl «f nineteen, were all
Sandy’s hiousshold; end overy momwer of it took a
share of the labors which supplied their fow and hum-
ble wants. Their small cottage was neat and clean,
aswere also the mmmates themselves, though therr
countenauces on tho rainy February night in question,
betokened deprossion and sorrowful hoarts. *¢ Hea.
ven speed yo, gudeman '’ said the wile, as Sandy
Pattorson throw tis plaid about his shoulders and pre-
pated to encounter the blast without; ** hicavon speed
e ! orelse we'll be harriey and ruincd creatures the
mogn,  What a nicht, tvo, to gangout o’ doors in!
Hap yoursel up, Sandy, and pu’ the bonnet firm on
your hoad, for that wind 1s enougli to tear tho cost aff
your back, But the trial maun be made.’”  Her hus-
band drow his bonnot tightly over bus grey and scanty
hairs, a3 ho was desired, and, after spealiing a word
of lhiope and emnfurt, Jeft lus spouse und daughter
alone in their luwly tenement,

The da:rymnan was 100 much inured to exposure
at all scason3, to (eel any great distress from tho
sleety ram, which fult m fitful showers uround lum, as
he proceeded along the Lausoway side, towards tho
ceatre Jf the city. Few pasvongers weio on thestree's
that night; the many closed shutters shoved that all
who could remant withm doors were enjoying thom-
selves in thoir pariours. Poor Sandy Patterson walked
on, scarcely conscious of the storm, having that on
his nond which reudered lum heedioss of any per-
sonal inconventence. He reached at last one of the
most fusluonable strects in tho now quarter of the
city, and stopped in front of a handsome mansion,
which, unlike the generality of those around i, was
3oy closed and shuttered up. Oa the cuntrary, abnl-
lant flood of Light came from the windows, and the
sounds of music and mirth were audible cven on the
street. Sandy Patterson was the least eanvious of
1.0rtals, still be could not forbear siglung as ho lListen-
ed and gazed. With g slow stop he mounted the stair
of that abode of enjoyment, as it teenmied to be, and
applied tus hand tinudly to the bell. No answer fol-
Jowed lus gentle pull, the sound was perhaps diowned
0 tho revelry within.  Saudy pulled agam, and with
very little additional enorgy. A man servant, in plain
clothas, now opencd the door. To the question,
** What do you want ?*’ Patterson repled, ** [ am
sotry to gi’o you trouble, sir, butl am the mikman,
I have been liore once or twice of late about the bit
account for the nulk that tho fam.ly has gotten; and
though it’s an untimeeus hour, 1 would be greatly
obliged 1f 1t could be settled the micht. 1 wad hae
been latth to tiouble ye, but ['m m sair waut o't.”
The setvart, who had been lstening to tlus rpoech,
with the door open to the foast possible oxtent, that
the blast might not visit the mterior, now asked the
peutioner to cons mto the lobby, winle he shouid
mention the matior to is master  Sandy, with inany
scrubbings of his feet, d.d as he was required, and
took a chair pointed out to him. ilerc tus patience,
and he had a great deal of 1t, was uot long tned.
The man, lraving gone up stairg, returned in a m.nute
or two with the auswer—** {1 was nut couvenient to
settle the accuunt at present; this was an extarordinary
time to come in quest of money; he must call againn
a day or two—ou Saturday, perhaps, or Monday.””

This answer was a dicadful blow 10 the humble
dan, The sum which was owing by this fanuly to hun
amounted to no more than betuween four and five
pounds; but that sum was of the greatest consequence
to him. He had alrendy csiled for pagyment pretty
nearly a dozen times, although he had modestly men-
tioned only ** once or twice,”” and sad necessity alone
had prossed hin to renew lus claim on the present
occasion. Unless he procured the sum he was in guest
of, his cattle aod tus furniture—lug all, 1 shart—
would bo seized oo ihe morrow by legal execution,
and brought 10 public salo. The dizconsulate peti-
tinner atempted, w language broken by the heaviness
of his heart, to make the footman aware of the atate
of matters; but eeoing that his words made not tho
slightest impression, he drew his pla.d about him, and
turngJ away from the scene of his disappointment.

On returning to lus homeo, Sandy Patterson well
nigh gave way to anagony of desparr.  Withont hear-
ing a word from i hips, vs wife and daughter read in
s looks the frustration of their hopes. **So ghey hso
just gerved you as usual, Sandy,” said the wifo at
last. * Just the old story —call again—not conveni-
ent,’* was the husband's sorcowful reply. ¢ What i
10 be d'me now, Nanny,’* continued the poor old mun,
rising and stnding 1n agitation up and down the floor;
** what {10 be dune now? I doot we are clean ruined.
No even the mears left to us o’ winning our morsel o°
meat. And you too, Poggy. puir thing,” stopping
and laying his hand on his daughter’s head, ¢ this
disgrace may garsome folks lighily you, and that
wad be sair, sair, my bairn, for you tobide.” ¢ Nae
tears o’ that, father,”’ said the daughter; **1f William
— if anybody,” conunucd she, correcting hersolf,
s were to slight us for misforiunes that we couldna

e

help, their scorn wouldna vex me sair. Who can blame
you for haulding out a helping hand to your aia bro-
ther He's maybe no to blame etther, puir man; but
if & faut can Lo laid to ony body's door,it’s to his,
and no to your's fathor; and the creditors that may
tak a' you have the marn, are his, and no yours.”
** Troth, and that's trve, Poggy,”” said Sandy, siting
down with something like cumnpusuto; ** therc's nac
disgrace in’t at least, and that’s ae great consnlation **
The peor family, thuugh divested of all hope of uc
quiring the sum of monsy which Saudy had goue in
search of, now sat down calmly to epoak of thewr al.
farrs. Twenty pounds was the sum for which their
stock was to be seized. Of this they had mustered
only ton paunds, and their anxiety about the eccount
which had been sought that night arose from a pro
mise of tho principal creditor to stop proceedings, and
allow miare t.me, if fificen pounds were pawd. In tus
their hopes had been disappomntod, as we have scen.

Bofure retiring to seck that repose which none of
them, 1t isto be fosred, enjnyed that night, Sandy
Patterson aud his family knelt down, ae usual, and
thanked therr Maker fur all his mercias, bescoching at
the same time, sirength to bear up under the afhiction
with which it appeared to be His will to visit them.
The periormance of this act of devotion was not with-
out its effoct 1n cumposing the spirits of the soffering
fawly, as 1t brought to their minds the refreshing re-
collaction, that whatever might happen to them on
carth, there was Oue whose protection man could not
deprive them of,

We now ask the reader’s company, winle we return
to that mansion of comparative luxury, from the door
of which Sandy Pattersun had turned away mn sutrow
and sickncss of heart, Several hours afier his visut,
tho dunrs of 1hat housge unce mmore were opened, not
to permut duns, but to permit the gay aud fashionabl:
1o pass out, alter their entertainment was over. Ity
not with them we have to ds, howevar; thercfore lot
us walk up stairs, and entor tho room, now emptied of
its visitors, and tenanted only by the ordinary inhabi-
tants of themaasion. Mr Davidson—for such wasihe
name of the host—then remamed alone in the drawing
1001, with lus wife and eldost daughtor.

D .vidson, ot us premise, was a man of oasy and
someowhat indolent nature, but romarkably liable to bo
affceted by gonerous impulses. The income ke derived
from s profession was ample, and it was rather from
a waant of system in the managemeat of s household,
than any other cause, that poor Sandy had remained
so long unpaid  Stretching himeelf listlessly on a sufy,
he began with s lady to chat over the ncidents of
the pariy, and among vthier circumstances to which he
nlluSed, was that ludicrous application of a dairyman
for the pavment of lus bill, by which he had been
interrupted in the mudst of a very profound discussion
on the monits of Herz’s quadnlles, At tlus allusion,
tus daughier, a fine child of eleven yoara, approached,
and, with a teai in her eyo,sard,** Ah, but, papa, the
poor man was obhged to come to mght, for his cows
are to be sold off tomntrow for s own debts. 1 heard
lum tell John 80, as I was passing across the lobby.
Poor man, Le cricd as he went anay.

++Good heavens!" eaclaimed the conscience-stricken
debror, * can it be posaible?  Was this the couss of
tis late appheation, which § only laughed at? Cun
any ono tell me where he tnes i

Iaquity was made below stawrs, but no oae knew
more than that Sandy lived somewhere in the south
sido of the town. They did not even know lus second
name.

1 will mnstantl; go,”” cried Davidson, ¢ and find
Lim out myself:’* and, in spite of his wife’s remon-
strances, he dressod Limnself for the weather, and
accompamed by a servant, set out through the dark
and rainy stree:s.  Long and anxiously did he search,
but 0 so populousa distnict, with soruperfect a
hnowledge of the indwidual e was in quest of, it is
not wonderful thut he d:d not discover Sandy’s resi
dence. At length, from sn old woman who Lept a
amall shop, i which milk was one of the argicles soid,
lie learned enough to give hum the strongest hopes of
having discovered the man he saught. The residence
of this man, however, was at 80 gicat a d stance from
the spot n which ho then was, that Mr Davideon saw
the necossity of returming home for the time, to re-
licve his wife’s anxicty. At an eoarly hour he was
resolved to resume lus enquiries in the quarter to
which he was directed. Mrs *Davidaon and her hus-
band slept but little in the few hours that now inter-
vened botween night and morning, so deep was the
impression which the mcident we have related had
made on their minds,

Davidson had been directed, fortunately, to the
nght quartes. The officials of the law had resched
Sandy Patiorson’s humble abode; they had refused his
request for ¢ a uttle time,” in consequence of hisina-
bility to produce the fificen pounde. Nanny snd ler
daughter were sitting in a corner hupeless, and so=n

to bo, to all sppeatance, house ess; one of the caws b

was already brought out from its stall, and stood low-

ing at the door amidst & crowd of intending purchas-
8rs.  Already was the poor cow * put up,” when Mr
Davidson arnved, made himsolf known, sand put astop
to the procgedings. Cenceiving h:maelf to be in some
weasure the cause of all their distreas, he was-not
contented with paying the sum he owed to the poor
dairyman, but advanced enough to seitle the whole
amount of the claims, The worthy Sandy could only
speak fus gratitude by tears.

Tlus affair was not less an ora in tlus honest family's
lugtory, than it was n that of Mr Davidson. Ths
mght's expertence tsught him the lesson, that the
wholo hopes of 2 family may be dependent on a sum
altngether unimpoartant to the individual who owes 1t,
and that, 1n the discharge of such obligations, benevo-
lonce 1s a8 much to be gratified, in many instances, as
cousciehtic 15088, it inay serve to show the interost
which heand lus fumily, ever after tlus period, took-
intne Pattersons, when we meuntion, that the bittle
girl, ta whoso accidontal presence in her father’s lobby
the happy 1ssue of tius aflair was owing, was parmitiod
by lier paronts, no leng time afterwards, to dance at
the wedding of Sandy’s protty daughter Peggy, who
marnied the Willham lnnled) at, as the attentive
reader may have oYserved, at an eatly part of this
True Story.

CONDENSED VIEW OF THE
LONDON ANNIVERSARIES.
May, 1837,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION.

Anniversary held 4th May.
At Capetown, South Africa, there were I8 Sunday
schools, 1,233 cluldren. Schools had been formed in
New South Wales, Van Dieman’s Land, South Aus-
traba, wnd the BRahamas. In the Uanited States of
America 21 missionaries and agents were employed at
acost of $9,066. The number of young persons who
had united themselves to Christian cnurches duning
the past year, as reported by 47 unions, was, 428
teachers and 2037 acholars, besides 428 not enumera~
ted. Iu Jamaica there were 4,000 childeen sn Sabbath
Schools, and Aatigua 1333. Plessing accounts were
recenced from St. Kutts, Nevis, &¢. 164 schools had
Leen supplied with hbraries. la theso, there wero
27,633 scholars, of whom 14,440 were able to read
the scuiptures. The returns from the four Lendon
Auxiliary Unions, are, 556 schools, 8,870 teachers,
and 82,719 schivlars  The subscribers to the library
were 130, and the amount of subscriptions £33 9 6;
the number of vulumes 735. The sales at the Dopo-
sitary during the ‘year amounted to £8.074 11 1,
being an increase over the last year of £1,177 2 4.
Graats had been made fiom the building fund o the
smount of £192; homs grants :n books &c. L6511 9;
Colon al grants amounting to £54 17 8. Donations
to the genersl fund amounted to £67 2, and the build-
g fundto £23 18 7. The debte mcursed amounted
to £5,116 7 10, and the amounta dus tho 8ociety
from country unions and schoole, were £3§ 19. Sub-
scriptivns and dunatijons during the year amounted to
£124,

BRITISI{ AND FOREIGN SOCIBRTY FOR TI”
FRESSION OF INTEMPERANCF.

Furst Anniversary,—held 23d Mcy.

THx Report of the Soc ety presented a very flat-
tering account of its progress in reclaiming ndividuals
who had been confirmad diunkards The commiltee
were happy to state that the csuse of temperanee was
making rapid progress tiroughout the country. Thoey
had offered a prizo of £100 for the best essay on the
mischief, vico, and folly of Intemperance, and the
sum thus proposcd had been subscribed by the Society
in a very short time. The committee concludod the
Report by calling on all churches to support the prun.
ciples upon which the society is fourded, by subscrib-
ing to its funds. No cash account js given,

BAPTIST UNION,
Twenty-fifth Anniversary,—held 4tk May.
No abstract of the Report or funds of this Assucia-

sup-




