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The Preaching of John the Bapti«t

[January 2{

Lesson I11.

THX PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST January 21, 1900

Luked: 1-17. (May be used as o Temperance Lesson.) Commit to memory vs.3-6. Read Mal. 3: 2-7and 4: 1.4,

1 Now in the fiftcenth year of the refgn of Tibe'-
rius Cre'sar, Pon'tlus PI'late being) governar of Judee's,
aud ller od being tetrarch of Gal'ilee, and his brother
Phil'lp tetrarch of 1 Y'ture'n and of the region of
Trachoni'tis, and Lysa’nins the tetrarch of A’bile’ne,

2 2 An'nus and Cai'aphas being the high priests, the
word of God catne unto John the son of Zachari‘as in
the wilderness.

3 And he eame into all the 8scountry about Jor'dan,
preaching the baptism of repentance 4 for the remis-
sion of sing;

4 As it is written in the book of the words of
5 Esni'as the prophet, 6 saying, The voice of one cry-
ing in the wilderness, 7 Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight, .

5 Every valley shall be illed, and every mountain
and hill shall be brought low ; and the crooked shall
be magl)e straight, and 8 the rough ways shall be made
MO H

6 And all flesh shall see the saivation of God.

7 9Then said he to the multitude that came forth
to he baptized of him, 10 O generation of vipers, who
hath warned you to fiee from the wrath to come?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance,
and begin not to sny within yourselves, We have
A'brahaan to our father: for I say unto you, That God

is able of these stones to raise up children unto
A'brabam,

9 And 11 now also the axe is laid unto the root of
the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not
forth good fruit'ishewn down, and cast into the fire,

1)_And the 12 people asked him,saying, 19\What shal}
we do then?

11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath
two coats, let him impart to hira that hath none; and
he that hath 14 meat, let him do likewise.

12 TThen came also publicans to be baptized, ang
said unto him, Master, what shall we do?

13 And he said unto them, 15 Exact no more than
that which is appointed you.

14 And 16 the soldiers likewise demanded of him,
saying, And 17 what shall wedo? And he said unto
them, Do violence to no man, neither 18 accuse any
falsely ; and be content with your wages.

15 And as the {weo nle were in expectation, and a)}
men 19 mused in their hearts of John, whether he were
the Christ, or not;

16 John answered, saying unto them all, T indeed
baptize You with water; but 20 one mightier than I
cometh, the latchet of whose shoesI am not warthy
to unloose : he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire: R

17 Whose fan 4s in his sand, 2t and he will through-
Iy purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into
hisgarner ;. but the chaff he will 22 burn with fire
unquencghable.

Revised Version—t The regicn of Iturea and Trachonitls ; 2 In the high-priesthood of ; 8 Region round
about; 4 Unto; & Isainh ; 6 Omé saying; 1 Make t;:e ready ; 8 The rough wayssmooth ; 9 He said therefore to

the multitudes that went out; 10 Ye offspring of
12 Aultitudes; 13 What then mustwe do? 4 Food; 15

vipers, who warned you; 1t Even now is the axe also;
Extort; 16 Margin (Greek) soldiers on service; 17 We,

what shall we do? 18 Exaci anything wrongfully; 22 Reasoned in their hearts core.rning John, whether
haply he were the Christ ; 20 There cometh he that is mightier than I; 2t Throughly to ¢leanse his threshing-

fioor, and tn gather the wheat; 22 Burn up.

EXPLANATION

Connection—The lesson tells of Christ’s
forernnner. Ie was cousin to Jesus, and had
lived much in the wilderness alone with God.

1-3. Tiberius Csesar; the Roman Em-
peror. Pontius Pilate; who afterwards
condemned Christ to death. This was his
first year as governor. Herod; Herod An-
tiphs, the son of the Herod who slew the
children of Bethlehem. Tetrarch; literally,
a ruler of ““a fourth part” : used for petty
monarchs vnder the Roman rule. Axnnas
was the rightful high priest. Caiaphas had
been put in his place. The word of God.
John was divinely inspired. The baptism
of repentance; John's baptism symbolized
cleansing.  (Ezek. 36: 25, 26.) Repentance
means & thorough change of mind and
action with respect to sin.

4.6. The voice . . . crirm . Refer-
ring to the runner who ran a 1eag when a
king was coming to have everything made
ready. Often men were sent days in advance
to mend the roads. Prepare ye the way ;
by straightening out their crooked lives and
levelling them up to the standard of right~
eousness, All flesh shall see. If they
would but make ready Christ’s way, the
whole world would see His salvation.

7-9. Offspring of vipers (Rev. Ver.),
venomous and treacherous ; addressed to the
Sadducees and Phariseeg (Matt. 3:7). 'Who
ha.b warned you? The emphasis is on

“you.”” The serpents of all sorts flee when
the stubble is set on fire. “‘There is grim
humor as well as wrath in the similitude.”
(Bruce.) Bring forth therefore fruits;
prove your repentance by right-living. Ab-
raham to our father. They thought they
were saved through their descent from Ab-
raham. Of these stones. God could find
spiritual children apart altogether from them.
he axe, etc.; a vivid picture of judgment
close ab hand. It came forty years later.
1-14. Two coats; tunics, under gar-
ments. Let him impart; in a spirit of un-
selfishness (James 2: 15-17). eat; any
kind of food. Publicans; tax-gatherers.
Exact no more. They were noted for tak-
ing more than their cwn. Yo violence.
They used to extract money by brutal threats.
Neither accuse. This was practised against
the rich to extort gain ; blackmail.

15-17. In expectation; of the comin,
of the Messiah, I . . . with water; i
they made their lives clean they would es
cape. Latchet; the thong that bound the
sandal. He . . . with the Holy Ghost
and with fire; with wind and fire, the fire
destroying what the wind leaves. (Bruce.)
The usual interpretation is ¢ purifying.”
¥an ; a light shovel for separating grain from
chaff. eat ; the true members of Christ’s
kingdom. Chaff; an emblem of the wicked.

(Ps, 1:4.)




