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C} LssON II TI
Lnl'e3 1-17. (Maîbausî

1 Nowv ln the flftecuthi year of the reign of TIbe'-
nuts Cre'sar l'on' tius PI'late being governor0f Judma,
aîîd lier od belug tetrareh of Galilce, aud his brother
Phiilip tetrarclh of 1 1'turSea and of the region of
Trachioni'tis, and Lysa'nias tho tetrarcli of A' biic'îe,

2 2 An'îîas and Cai'aphas belng the high, pricsts, the
Nword of God camne unto John the son of Zaehari'as iii
the %wildcrncss.

3 And lie came into aU the 3 country about Jor'darn,
preaL hing the baptlsm, of repentance 4for the remis-
61ion of sins;

4 As it is wnitten ln the book of the mords of
1% Zalas the prophct, 6 saying, The vol ce of one cry-
ing in the Nvlderîîcss, 7 Frepare ye the way of the
Lord, inale bis paths straibrht.

5 Everyvailey shall be filied, ansd every inountain
aud hill shal hab broughit iow;, and the erooked shall
bu madle straight, and athe rougli ways shaU bc mîade
bsllonth *

63 And ail flash shall sec the salvation of Goli.
7 9 Then gaid bu to the multitude that camne forth

to 1ie baptized of him, 10 O generation of vipars, wvho,
biath wnrnced you to fiee froin the %Yrath to corne?

8 Bring frtl therefore fruits %worthy of repentance,
andi 1egin not to sav ivithin yourselves, We have
AI brahaîn to aur fathèr: for 1 say unto you, ThatGod
is able of these stones to raise Up childrea unto
A'brahain.

0 And il nowv also tha axe ls laid unto the root of
the trees: evcry trac therefore which bringetli net
forthgood fruit is bewro down, and cast Into the lire.

il n h 2people asitcd hlns,sayfing, îSWhat shahi
we do then ?

i111Re answcreth, and saith unto tbem, Ha that biathl
twvo coats, let 1dm impani toblim that bath none; tlid
he that bathi 14 meat, lct in do likcwisie.

12 Then cama aiso pubicans to be baptizad, aîîd
said unto hlm, Master, wthat shial n'a do?

13 And ha said uîîtc) thein, 15 ]i_ýact no more thn
that whlch is appoiuted you.

14 And 16 the soidiers likewlse dernanded of lii,
saying And 17 what shall -%e do? And he said unie
thein, bo violence to no man, neither 18 accuseattyo
faisely; and bu contant ivith yourwTagcs.

15 And as the peolple wcrc lu expectation, andi ail
meai 19ouscli in their hearis of John. wviîthar hae 'ire
the Christ, or îoot;

10 John auswerad, saving unto them ali 1 indccl
baptize %ou iwlth wvater; but 20 oa nhiglitie , thiino 1
cometh, the latchet of whose shoas I arn not warlhv
to unloose : he shall baptize you with the Holy Glioit
aud %vith lire:

17 Wbose fan is in bis iand, 21 and ha wiil through-
iy purge bis lloor, aud iviii gather the whcat 11110
biis garner; but the chai! ba will 22 bora ivithl lirt
unque1iq!able.

Revised Version-' The region of Iturma and Tnicbonitis; 
2

1In the high-priesthood of ; 8 Region round
about; 4 Unto; E, Isaiab; , OinaU saying - Make ye raady; 8 The rotigh ways smooth; oi Ha said therefore t4)
the multitudes that iveut out; 10 Ye offspriuig of vipers, ivho n'arnad you; il Evan now is tha axe aiso;
12 Mtititijdcs; 13 What thon musti'e do? 1-1 Food; la Extort; 16 .11arqin (Greck) soldions on service;- 17 W'e,
wbat shall N'a do? 18Exc ailytinig irouigfullv; 29 Rcasonad in tiocir haarts cor.c.rning John, %vhcthecr
bapiy lie n'cre thie Christ; "-0 Thiere comcth he that is migbtier than 1; 2t Throughly to cicause lois threshing-
floor, and to gather the whcat; 22 Bora up.

EXPLANATION

Connection-Ilie lesson tells of Christ's
forerunuiier. I-le was cousin to, Jesus, and. had
lived noocli ini the wilernless alone with God.

1-3. Tiberius Coesar; the Ronman Eoni-
peror. Pontius Pilate; wvho afterwards
coildcxnd Christ to deathi. This was his
first v-ear as gov'crnor. Herod; Herod An-
tipis, the son of the Herod w~ho, skew t-be
clîfldreoî of I3et1ilehem. Tetrarch; literally,
a ruler of " a fourth part" : used for petty
n8oiarchs vu)der the ]Roiianinie. Anna's
wýas thie ni zîtf i high pricsqt. Osiaphas had
been putl lis place. The word of God.
John n'asm divinielv inspired. The baptismi
of repentanice; Miln's baptismn synbolized
cle.ansing.* (Ezek 36: 25, 26). ) Repentance
ineans a t.horoughi change of id and
action with respect to, sin.

4-8. The voice . . .crying R'efer-

rig to the runuer whvlo ian aiel d when a
k'iig ias comling to havie everythiflg moade
readv. Often muen were ent days in advance
to nmend the ronds. Prepare ye thre way;
by srigtnuot heir crooked ]iî'es and

eelngthein up to the stanldard of rig1t-
eousnes. Ail fleeli shall see. If tey
wvould but niake ready Christ's -way, the
'whole world.,would see HUs salvation.

7-9. Offapring of vipers (Rev. Ver.),
-veiiomous and treacherous ; addressed to the
SSacducees ard. Plharisees (Matt. 3: 7). 'Who
bali wamred you P The empliasis ie on

iiyou." The serpents of ail sorte fiee wliea
the stubible is set on fire. " There is grini
huinor ns well as wrath in the similitude."
(Bruce.) Bring forth -therefore fruits;
prove your xepentance by right-living. A&b-
raham to oui- father. They thought they
wvere Qal-2d thbrough their descent frono Ali-
rahain. Of these stones. God could find

sprtual children apart altogetherfromn therr.
Teaxe, etc.; a, Vivid picture of judgueuit

close at haud. It carne forty years later.
11-14. Two coats; tunîcs, under gar-

ments. Let him impart; in a spirit of un-
selfishnîess (James 2: 15-17). MÊeat; any
kind of food. Publicans; tax-gatherer.
Exact no more. They were noted for tak-
ing more than their ùwm. Do violence.
Tiiey ised to extract moniey by 'brutal thireutç.
Neither accuse. This was pr-actised against
the rich to extort gain ; blaokmail.

15-17. ïn, expectation; of the coming
of the Messiiih. 1 with water ; il
they nmade their lives dlean tlîey would es-
cape. Latchet; the thong that bound the
saudal. He . . . with the Holy Ghost
and witb. fore; with -wind and fore, the fire
destroving what the wind leaves. (Bruce.>
The usual interpretation is " purifying."
:Fan; a Iight shovel for separ-ating grain frai
chaif. Wheat; the true members of Chnist's
kingdom. Chaif; an emblem of the 'wicked.
(<Po. 1: 4.)
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ed as a Temperance Lussou.) Commit to nsomory vs. 3-6. Raad mal. 3:* 1-7 and 4 :1-c.


