
Christ &h Good SWkerd [ph'

It i. of thse utmaat importance ta iearn early t
iItm toanmd ta foilow thse vaice ai Jesus. -Ther
net many wandering a.ay. They cannot bea
tise voice in thse din and noise af thse warld. Ou
ebldren are within the fld ; but, unleas the,,
lesa ta bear the divine voice for thernselves, the,,
ell wander away. There are rny siren voice
calling that will surely leid thern inta evii. Thei
only saiety is ta listen in early, lufe ta the vaice a
tise Gaod Shepherd. Then, 0 Lard Jesus, speal
ta ut in Thy gentlest whispers and teach us t(

know Thy voice ; and, througb mli life's changes
may we follow it with unswerving canstincy

and, when we have dane aur work here, may wc
at the last hear Thy voice saying, " Corne ye
bMessied of my Fat her "!

Ili godA be/are thern," V. 4. Christ's methol
ia ta lead, nat ta drive. His great word il
"Corne." As thermather leads a chiid, âs the
shepherd, guides bis flock, as thse captain ieads
his saidiera inta battle, sb Jesus goes befare Mia
disciples, painting ta thse path ai duty, sustain.
ing them in the time ai danger by Mis presence
and hol*g tie even in tbe aalemn haut ai
deatis.

A4 stranji r iithey noi /oll&w, " v. 5. We
rnay learn a lesson even frorn the siliy sheep.
Sheep are social animais. They da nat like
loneliness, but they are wise enaugh ta keep
cornpany with their awn kind. They live an thse
"follow my leader " prirîciple, and though some-

times they carry this aut fooiishiy, can we afford
ta repraach therni We have theme two features
in common with thern: we are fond ai saciety
and we need a leader. When we have thse true
Leader and *"> iellowahip ai those wha have
a like preciaus faith, then we have bath safeiy
and strength. Let us note thse wis'bam ai the
sheep. "lA stranger wiil they nat faUQow." They
prefer thse trusted, the truc and thse tried. Haw
ofters young people are led Astray by going con.
triry ta this. They foliow thse charrning voice
oi some stranger and heed flot thse tender tanes
ai matiser, the kindly cauniseis ai father, the wise
teaching of thse pastor. Young men who despise
the silly siseep have often canitted this great
fou1y. Wearyirgofthe weii-knawn voices, they have
foiiowed strangers and have had ta learn the les.
son at a terrible coet.

IlSawd . . . goU i ad ma. frisd
4&dwsai," v. 9. This describes the free, active,

o plentiful lufe af the sh.ep. The salvation that
e Christ brn 1 .& meanis test, safety, ifredorn,
r beavenly cire. Christ's gift are abundant, but
r dol'Àot pauperie His ministry celle out aur
y' ictivity. The min wha finda the real Kingand
y 4the true Leader findu misa bis own beat self.
s '« Ufe and more abivndasily, " v. 10.
r The meaning of this word "llife " grows with
f our growth and with our experience af God's
r Holy Spirit withio us and ai the activities ta

)which Christ cails bis people. Ta the child, it
9means littie ; ta the wise, siintly min, it means
,sarnething that God alane can reveai -and satiaiy.

Lue is Gad's greateat gift, and it cames thraugh
Jesus ta those wha hear the Sliepherd'à voice.
Il' Tire Good Slupherd," v. i i. The titie gives

1 us a glimpse af the spirit ai Cbrist's service i
men. This may be expressed in anc word -love.
"The King ai Lave my Shepherd i.." It was
lave that sent Hirn (Jahn 3: x6). Love was the
secret of Mis lue (John 13 34) Love vras Hi.
reward [John 17). He p]aWoeJse]f 1» contrast
with thieves and rabbers, those wha hy cunning
ar violence rabbed the people ai liberty and gave
them atones instead ai bread. He aima distin-
guisixes Himseli (ram hirelings-those wha lave
tbe affice and take the reward, but wha lack the
real spirit ai service. Tbe hireiing may be a
pastar or a teacher 'ar a min la any profession
ta wharn maney is the chiel end and who bas no
real "1vocatidin, " no en thusiasmn for. duty, no real
ciii ta the service ai bumanity.

"I4 iay dormi my li/e for thre sireep,'" v. 15.

This is the truc shepherd idea. IlVe cali me
Master and Lord: and ye say weiI; for so I amn"

(John 13 : 13). "lBut I *m mmang you as anc
that aerveth " (Luke 22 : 27). The Ministerlnig
Master is the Servant-King and the climnax ai Hi.
service is, IlI iay dawn my lite for thse aheep. " Our
-lue cames thr6ugh His sacrifice ; aur pawer of
ahedience thraugh His redemption. 1It was
thse jehovas wha redeerned Hia people irom thse
"*Hou.. ai Slaves " that gave them the Ten
great Commandments. It i. thse Good Shepherd
who sacnificed Himseli in the spirit ai love that
laya upon us the new commandment of Love.
We miuet know the service ai the Christ for aur
own saul before we ca be His servants ta
others.

"Oth#r s:AtP~ 1 have wsAick arie na of thnsfold,"
v. 16.
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