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But in this, we doubt not you will see, there is a! 100 in which the honor of Clrist's Crown aad the
most gricvous mistake, ‘Iie recording of a dis.  intererts of His Kingdom arc intunately coneerned,
scnt and protest against the crrors and defections of | —they have refused 1o discharge the obvious duty
a Church in matters of secondary importance, | of lifing up a full and unasubnguous testunony for
may, and we believe dore, warmut Mimstors and | the truth, aad thereby strengtiening the hands of
Elders to conclude that they have thereby (reed | those who are witnessing for Chinst aud sutfenng
hemsélves from responsibility for these, and that | for Hissake,”

‘they tiay lawfolly continae -to hald office within' 3 en lind the  mection of the Synod with the
‘herpale.” But thenpplichtion of the vale itisobvious | Fuablished Ch 4 of Scotland, not been of that
has a limit 3 eléc might Christrans continue mem- - peeuyuc kind which we have shown you it actually
"hers of any Church, whero only dissent and pro- 1y ge, we hotd that 1t would have been the (lu!y.]
‘test was allowed, however great her sins—and | gy cousidening the simple fact of her ongn, the
that limit plaialy is, that it applies only o matters! ghecial duty of the Synod to issue a lcsmnonyi
not vital and fundanental in their nature. Ina quningt the sons of the Lstablished Chiurch, andin
matter ga deeply atfecting the lonanr of the Re- | i gur of tisat sufferng Church, whose martyr tes- |
decmer’s Crown, and o '"““l'““"_")’ identified with tumony by awakened the adnuration of the would,
the purity and eflicieney of the Chureh, as that L0 Fhe bonds winch unite all Churches together, as,
swhich the deciion of the Synod referred—in the | penhers of the body of Chnst; the sympathy ,
enge of & Church giving her sanction and support | wiych they are I)oumi to chenish with the joys nnd |

1o another Church guilty of practienlly "‘l'"diﬂli“l!, with the sorrows of one another, the anterest,

Docs not tha, Brethren, deepen your sense of
the degradatior mto wineh the Synod lins taiten ?

4. ‘The fourth reason 18—

ss Founttii—=That by leaving an open door fot
the adungaon ot Muneters nnd biders Irom the Es-
tablished Ghnrelt ot Scotland, bolding unround
views ou the great prnciples aforerand, they hnve
most serionsly endangered the punty of the Cimwl».
and brought cven her ndependence mto penl,
through the probable intoduction of oflice-biearers,
prepared to submit to the same encronchiments of
the Canel power by which the Chureh ol Scotiand
ms been envlaved.”

Ouc of the most important dutses of Churches
situated like the Preshytersnn Crtureli v Cunada,
and dependent an gtreat mearnre for their extension
on the supply of Mimsters nad wnfenior oflice-bear-
crs [tum vther Churches, constate in regulnting the
tertns on which these Muusters and oflice<bearers
thall be adinited.  For any Chureh 10 leave an

the doctrine of the fole Head=hip of the Redeemer b ch 1t becomes them to feel in any thing relaung #0pen door for their aduussion, trom Churches liolds

—no d'&“’?"t %ll’mfl’*"_ we l“""}"""“‘f"'“'l.'l“.l‘.’l"_'cr‘". to cach other, by which the honour of Chriet or
bearersof a warch lrom 1;'" ym 'l‘l"“s' MUty for qhe prospenty ot His cause may be advaunced or
her ging, or can warmaat them any longer 10 ve- ypdered in the woild—ail ealied upon our Chiurch
};mm m‘llcr ﬁonm[umon. . ‘t\ ?‘tl‘"‘at( I\l\urc|h l‘!:l I‘I‘m!:. to hift up a full and unumbiguous xcslm‘l(ony on ;hc
ngrantly witnessing agamst Chnst, We hold that | 4ige of Christ. 1t 18 worthy of reinark, too, that,
ehe has reached that l"’"“‘r “‘C‘l"l!l‘;" ‘h‘”ﬁ _‘l;'ll"" there is scarcely n pure Church ot Chnst m the
would be faithlul witaesses or &-hin l‘"" "'“. cd to| British Ewpire, or even-an the wide world, which ,
witness against her—that 1t ceases to be schism o' yng 01 more or less witnessed an this great cauge ; |
-come out from the midst of her—nand that if the’ 5,4 \e kold 1t to be a grievous aggrsation of the ,

sin of schism is nevertheless the result, its guilt , s of the Synod, that, m these carcumstunces, ehe

‘is not on those who go out but on'those who re- i lias acted as she has doue.

mni,n._ ' al 4 Hternative, | 3. The third rcoson is—
Y g was no alternative
amll l:’: gx:l }((Jllild ::-;ms ?‘c '\\'n:célclri|nspcmxi\'c duty o Tsumn—That after solemnly pledging them-
¥ y - selves, in various forms, and at differ~nt tunces, to

when we withdrew from the Syanod in connex-
g::; with the Churci of Scotiand ::ld formed our- § amtain the great pruciples for which the Free,
. ' ! Protesting Church 13 now contending, and which

. 1 i i > . . C

\::R::,Cti‘[:?r:lf‘:épcl::‘r‘n{‘ldanlnc;ples, into the Presby the Established Chureh of Scotland haspmctically «
Such, ‘then, :Daarly B.c]ovcd, isthe case which repudistted—ond especially after the unport and the |

we subr;{it to,you: and such the great argument Stcenty of such pledges had been brought mto

of principle by which our proceedings in'the for-' question by the actings of various mmisters, and

mation of the Precbyterian Church of -Canada are
justified in our own consciences, and will, we doubt
not, ‘be commended'to yours. And we venture to.
may tligt no one will calmly and dispassionately

even of one of the inferior Church Courts—they
have virtually receded from their solemn pledges,
and destroyed the weight of every expression of
their opinions in favour of the aforesad prncrples

ing or ficting_on unsound prneiples i matters of
importance, is plainly both sinful and dangerous,
as the manifestation of o most culpable indilerence
to her vurity, cfficiency, and independence, and
fraugl « with the ot hisnstions resnlis o these
sacred ingerestx. One of the sbjects accordingly
of the resolutions wineh we subnutted to the
Synod, was to terminate the practice hitherto purs
sued by Presbytenies, of aduntting Mimstera and
other ollice-bearers fiown the Establizhed Clinreh-of
Scotland, on the ritnple ground that they were the
Ministers and office-benrers of that Church, and 10
require that none should he adnntted, ull first, at
least, they hiad been purged of error, and proved to
be men who mught be adinuted with honour and
with safety.

By the decision 1o which they have come, tho
Synod have refuged 1o altee the terma on whick
Ministersand office-learera from that Church shall
be recaived.  According to the practice now in
foree, the very Mimsters of Strathbogie—the nien
who were guilty of tiie atrortties of Marnoch—
Ministers who were deposed by the General Age
sembly fromn their lugh office, in the name of the
Lord Jesuy, and never even veponed to office, hut

consider what we have now laid before you with- | embodicd in theirrecords.” ! held bythe Eatablished Church to have never been
out feeling that it contains a triumphaat vindica-,  You are awate that the Synod has not beenalto- | deposed at all—these men v.euld at once be wel-
tion of what we have done; and in particular, a, gether an uninterested and passive spectator of the | comed and adumtted as Brethren.
most conclusive answer to the popular but worth-  struggle winch issued in the disruption of the Es- | Brethren, 12 thereno grievoua s in this 7 Docs
less objcctions which have been so coufidently ur- | tablished Church ot Scotland. From 1811 t0 1813 | 11 expose the Syunod-to no unniment danger?
ged against us, that the Synod of Canada had no- she h.\s_lssucd and put upon rcqord.\'anous strong.  Jt s argued by some, that hittle evil 18 to he
thing to do with the sins of the Church of Scotland, . and decided expressions of opuion in favour of the | apprehended 1 Canada from the continunnce of
and that if she had, the conduct of the Synod was principles contended for by the Free Protesting the law or practice of the Synod as it now stands,
not such as to warrant a disruption.  Such objec- | Church, and now repudiated by the Establishinent. | But first we would answer, the neglect of duty in
tions, it will b2 scen, can only bring the discredit | Yon are also aware that several of her nﬁﬂlglm, a matter of such unportance—the deternnnantion to
wof low and unwortly views of the duties and res- | have in contempt of these uulhonlauqucclamuoxgs| acton an unsound prnciple tn the sdmesion of
ponsibilities of churches upon such asurge them. iof her mind m 1ing matter, openly given in their | oflice bearers—is of itself a most grievous prac-
But, Brethren, we have other rcasons, besides' adherence to ‘the Established Church, nay! re. j tieat enil aud necessandy fravabt wath danger.—
those which we have above stated, to justify our ccived as tha reward of their adhercuce net a httle ! And neat we would say, that there are wany cir-
secession—and a word or two upon these, as you of her moaey, and that one Presbytery—the Pres- cumstances inexstence, which pive obvious cause
will find them exhibited in the reasons of dissent bytery of Bathurst—has with unparalleled contempt | 1o fear, even 1n Canada, the wost disnstrous conse-

and protest which we gave in when withdrmswing , alike of the dectsions of the Synod and of the prio- i
from the Synod, will finish what we wishto sayin , ciples of Preshyter:anism, publicly and officially
vindication of the causc which we are now calling  avowed its adherence to the satne sinning Church ,
upon you to support. and in these circumstances, you will be ready to
1. The first reason of protest, is the great argu-' admit, that a new obligation was laid upon the
ment of principle which we have just endeavored Synod to tesufy on the side of truth, and in particu.
{0 set before you, and which is of itself so conclu- l lar, that as the import and sincerity of her former
sive and complete. It is as follows ¢ testimonics had been brought into question, shcl
¢ First—That in our conscicntious conviction, | was called upon to renew her testimony, for thig of
this‘Synod are thereby giving their virtual sanc- , for no other reason, that she might vindieate before
tion to the procedure of the Established Church ; the world her sincerity and her truthfulness,
of Scotlandin the great questions at issue between | Vet it isin thesewircumstances, you will remark,
that Church -and the Free Protesting Church of that the m:jority who now constitute the Synod
Scotland, andlending the weight of their influence, ' have come to the decision of which we complamn !
as a Church, 1o the support of principles which are ' And what we would ask, is the legiumateinference
incompatible with the purity and the liberty-of any | —plainly, that_they have .irtually retracted all
Church; by which they are allowed—and which are | their former decisions in the matter, that they have
fitted at the same time to do grievous injury to the | receded from- pledges openly and solemnly given,
cause of the Redeemer throughout the world?* | and that, in a-word, in order to support the Erastian
‘. The second reason in— Establishment-of Scotland, they have been guilty
‘¢¢ Sxconn—~That in a‘cause relating toa Oburch | of putting -open contempt on all the testimonies for
n which they havé wany and obvious reasons-for ' Christ, which on former occasious they had deeq

doeling & very deep and special interest—a canse enabledand honoured to make,
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quences. Who could have anucipated a few
years aga, the encroachinents whielh have leen
made by the courts of law in Scotland on the Ee-
clestastical Province ?——and with the lustory of
these encroachments before ue, and with the know.

{ ledge which we possess of the Eragtran principles

on which the Imperial Legielature 1a prepared to
act, and with the notorions fact upon record, ‘that
the Pruae Mimster of Great Britam, 1n hig plnce
w Patkianmieas, has lad down tenms wndubtabily
Ermsuan, as the only terms on which he held
that any Church could erpov 1he benefits of
Establishment, 18 1t not utter folly 1o speak, as if
there were no possibility that encreachinents may
yet be attempted on the Ecclesinstical Province in
Canada, and that men of kindred spint to those
who have summited to such encroachments in
Scofland, would he capable of the eame treachery
1o the cause of Chri:t and of the purity and libert
of his Ctarrch in Canada, as that through whic
the Church of Scotland has been enslaved,
Brethren, if there be onc lesson more than ano-
ther which the lustory of recent eventa in Scat.:




