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TROUEPS CALLED oUT IN AID OF 'l'llll.:
CIVIL POWERR.

—

We eoutinue our observations ou the duties
of troops when called on to act by the zivil
magistrate,

Referring to instructions tssued from the of-
fice of the Sceretury of State in Eungland in the
yens 1846,  we find it stated that, * The cival
mugistrute has a right todentand the aid ofany
militasy authority who may be present, a3 he
has 1w demnnd that of all vibers the Queen's
subjects who may be present, for the preserva-
tion of thy peace, and the suppression of riot
and prevention of felour.”  “ But when o mn-
gistrate applics to an oflicer to detueha tailitary
force to a distant place 1t 18 incumbent on that
officer toexerci<e his judgement on the propricty
of acceding to his request, xnd to grant or withe.
hotd the assistance uccotding 1o his discreton,
regulated by the orders which be may bave re-
eeived from Lis superior oflicer,’

There are threa cases ouly in which troops
ean act. 191, in their own defense, provided
they or their Barracks be attaeked ; in this casce
it i3 obvious that the responsibility tests with
the oflicer commauding. Sccondly, in aid of
the Civil *ower, and on the requisition of that
power, the troops must be uccompanicd by
s Civil magistrate, on whose shoulders the rc.
spousibility of any uction taken must rest; and
agy officer who consents to act ngsinst a riotons
assemblage without & written order from the
Civil magistrate, will probably find Lunsetf un-
plensautly situated, asifuny untoward eventoc-
curg the blame is sure to be thrown on him,

There is u third casein which troops may act
without the order of n magistrate, that s when
they are called on by the owner of property,
such u3 a fuctory, & sawmill, foundry «c., &e.
s kind of property subject more than most
others to mab vivlence ; in that case the owner
can delegate to the officer cotnmanding the
troops the exaccize of the right of defence of his
property inherent in every free born English.
man, whose house i his castie, and who cun
give the soldier the same right to defend i, his
property, that he can give to his friends or
B s servants. In the year 1801 the opinion of
Bdward Law, then Attorney General of Eng.
land, and afterwards known as the Lord Chief
Justise Ellenborough, was asked for by the mnin-
istry of shie day :—

The question was, how far the officer com-
manding # body of troops, avd uvder what cir-
cumstauces, would be justifivt iu proceeding to
suppress a rint or digturbauce without the pre-
gence ot dirction of & magistrate, or such
other peage officers as are apecified in the riot
act ; furthermore, whether in the case of 2 gud-
den riot or disturbance, @ canstable or other
peace officer, being under the degree of those de-
acribed i the riot act, cap.call upon the mili,

tury to suppress such riot or disturbance, und j officer is to ix upon, and clearly indicate to the
how fur uuy officer can act if uo coustble or | troops, what officer is to order any number of
pence ofticer is present at all, the sections 10 fire, and such officer s to receive
The answer to these questions given by the | his instiuctions from the commanding officcs,
Attorney General, without quoting the exact fafier the lutter rhisll have reeeived the requisle
words, &, *Sthiat in cuse of w sudden tiot or disturs * 11on of the civil mngiztente to five.
hance by an agsctubled multitude, wiy of heri  The officer in commmnd must cease firing
Nujesty s subjects, without the presence of 0 when he himself thinks fit to doso, the effect
pruce officer of any deseripticn, way aem hem- | heing produced, whether the mugisteate lkes it
selves und ol course muy use ordinary means of ! or not.  Great care must te taken, wud the sole
force to suppress such riot or disturbunce.” ' diers must be properly warned when they fire,
The opigion of the Atterney General is in 16 do 50 inwo the nuss of the rioers, and not at
aceurdance with what we find in the Lord | sepuiated groups, who are, inall probability,
Chiet Justice Poplunn's reports, 121, atel Keeling ©yery innovent, though sery stupid, spectators of
W, nnd w3 baving been cesulved by all e ihe riot Soldiers should always be instructed,
Judges, o the 39th of Queen Elbizaheth, to be | thut the mos dungerous thing they can do, is
goud luw, and bus been recognized in Huwking | iy ire aver the heads of the tioters ; if they do,
and other writers on the Crown Law, and by | (e mobability s, thal sume innocent persom,
vurious judges of ditferent periwls since. L far away in the renr of the mob, will be killed or

What her Majesty’s subjects may do, they ul- -
$0 ought 10 do, for the suppression of public tu- :
mult, when aw exigency wmay Foaite that such
means be resorted to, aud whatever any other
class of tho subjects may do, the mititary may :
utigueativuably dualso. i

By the common law cvery description ot‘}
pruce ofticer may, or ought to do, tot only uil |
that in him lies towaals the suppression otaiot,
but may and ought to commind all other pea-
sons 1o asaist hnne Itas Loweser always ad-
visuble that every mihtary party scting ju uid
ot the civil power, ghall be aecompanied by n
civil magistrate,

In case of troops being culled out to act
against a riotous assemblage, e ofticer in com-
mand should 1n conjunctivn witl the civit ma-
gistrate, tuke the most clectual steps to wan
the people that if the trovpsact, thut is, charge,
or fice, the action will be done with effect.

No corps ought to tuen out for the suppress-
lon of a riot, cxcenting ia the cases meutivned
above, in the opivion given by Attorney Generul
Law, escepting on the written requisition of w
civil magistrate,

Ang officer cominanding troops must move
his purty directly to the place indicated by the
nagisivate, observing die usaal precautions, aud
king care that s men are not scattered, de-
tachied, or su posted, thut they cannodac in their
own defence,  The magisaate mast accompnny
e troups wad the otheer must tewain sear bim,
If the number of the party or detaclhinent shall
be under twenty lesitis to be told ot 1 to tour
sectivng, if of more than twenty files it must be
told oif in more scetivus than four,

1f the necessity tor ming arisvs, the oflicer in
cominaud of the troops must excrcise a humane
discretion ; mugistrates are very otten flurtivd,
aud waut presence of mind, und are apt w -
agine the emaergency geeates than il seally is;
it i3 therefore most imperntively necessary that
the ofticer be cool and collected. It often fugy-
pens thata slight ellort, eveu e fiting of u $i-
gle shot, will scutier a mob, if the oficer tinks
that this slight effurt is suflicient to attain the
objeet be will dirsct two or three spectijed  files
10 bire 3 sfthat fire doks not jrocuce the required
eifect, he must theu order the discharge of & sec-
tion, the fi.e of the other sections being kept in
reserve tll pecessary ; then if required the fire
of each of them is to be given in succession by
the regular word of command by the oflicer.

If there are morc officers thau one with the
detechment, und it is necessary that more than
one section shail fire at a time] the commanding

wunnded,

Morcover. the most duringund the most guilty,
of the 1ioters, awe cowmonty to be found, in the
fiom of JdiC ob ; it is cteur 1hat to spare such
tren ats theae, an the risk of hallesrg ihe teas guilty,
or nerhnps e (quite innocent, s a picce ot cares
less inbvmnty 3 the object should alweys be
1 pich ofl ihe vinglendeis.

¢ hhcers rnd soldietrs, and particulatly our Vol-
wneer Soblices, shoald wlnsyss collect, 1hat
ey vte o the peaple, wnd ibe eople ure of

Duren; it when ordered by abe civil magis-

trtie 103Ce, they Ve o must ceaic as Gy 1o pes-
form, and that tkey must perionra it with cool-
ness abd steadiness, and all pos ible humantty,
and keep theic ttoops under such control, that
the action, whatever it be, may be suspended,
at the instant the necessity ceases,

In our bevs this subjeet will Le continued, as
it is ont of - ery great importunce.

CAMPING OF A REGIMENT.

A3 we huve never seen in print any sufficient-
ly detatled instructions for the Cawping of &
Regiment, we have thought thut many of our
younger readers might be better enabled to per-
yorm their part in this important duty by a few
uselu! bin.s fiom us, in the absence of & Gene-
ral Jtegulation.

The encamping-pround having been duly se-
lected, flays or vther points ure commounly placed
o mark, what is usualy termed it camp, “the
line of purade.”

The Begiment is supposed to cousist of ten
companies, uud to te marched on the line of pa-
rade, in open columy, right in front. The front
of the Regiment in line should regulate the ex-
tent of the line of parade. The column should
be halted at exact wheeling distance of its coms
panics, with its pivots on the live, and proved
tobe so by wheeling into line and back into
column.

The Commanding Officer usually directs his
Adjutant at once to parade the quarter and resr
gaards at the centre, and to march them off 100
paces to the front and rear of the camp—also
flank guards if requisite.

The Commanding Odicer then orders the
Grenadier and Light companies to “ stand fast”
—Ne. 5 and Nou. 7 companies to go “right
about face.”

No. 2 ~ompany is then closed to seven puces
from No. 1, and halted. ’

No. 4 vompany is closed to seven paces from
No. 3, aad halted,



