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saw at once that it had been more cares
fully done than usual. She cxpressed
her satisfaction and liberally paid for
it.  Encouraged by this warm welcome,
Agatha exposed the motive of her visit,
She spoke of Christian’s love for study,
and the hope he entertained of hecoming
useinl to society.  All this deeply inter-
ested the Countess.  Alter Agatha had
finished, the Countess told her to return
on the morrow and bring her brother
with her, that she might judge for hersell
il he was worthy of her protection. On
her return Lome  Agatha made known
her  success, and on the following day
they took their way to the castle,  The
Countess, as well as the people of the
village. was ignorant of the fact that
that Christian was a stray waif, who
liad been found in the forest, and was
therefore mot a little surprised to sce
such a finely built  [fellow, in perfect
health, and with a countenance on which
was stamped nobhility of sonl.  After a
short examination she was convinced
that Christian possessed great qualities,
and had been endowed with great genius
as well as a marvellons judgment. “This
child,” said she, “has received great gilts
from God, and is destined to he some-
thing better than a hunter.,” This noble
woman then resolved to take charge of
Christian and help him to obtain a posi-
tion, which, as he had said, would en-
able him to render society great sere
vices,

She then whispered to Agatha, “You
were quite right ; vour brother promises
to hecome a great man, I shall  there-
fore look alter him. Come to me in
two weeks and in the meantime I shall
sce what T can do.”

When the two weeks were up the bro-
ther and sister returned to the castle.
The Countess received them with such a
bright face that Agatha was at once re-
assured, and was not surprised when the
Countess said to Christian : “I  wrote
to my son-in-law, who is the ambassador
at the electorate of Mavanee at Ratis-
bonne. T specially recommended you to
him, and he and my daughter are will-
ing to receive vou and vou will live with
them at the hotel.  You will attend the
Lyceum during the hours of study, and
my son-in-law will feed and clothe you;
all he expects in return is, that you help
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the secretary of Tegation in his oflice
during vour free time; this work will
only advance vour education,”

Agatha seized her hands and  bathed
them in tears. Christian tried to find
words to thank her, but they seemed to
stick in his throat. The Countess sce-
ing his embarassment, said, “I am al-
ready thanked, my dear child, and the
hest proof vou can give me of your grate-
fulness is by working well and conducts
ing vourself like a gentleman. 1[ you
always act thus, I shall always be ready
to help vou, and when ever vou are in
need of  funds write and let me know,
Now, go and prepare for vour journey,
and try to be ready as soon as possible.”

About ten days after this conversation
Christian was ready. His parents had
done their hest to get him the necessary
things, and his father had generously
added a line overcoat to his few treas-
ures. When he was dressed up he might
casily have been mistaken for a lord's
son. But, alas! the day of departure
arrived too soon for them ; only a few
moments remained,and George, drawing
his son aside, said to him, in a voice
choked with emotion, “May God be with
you, dear Christian, Pray well and
work well ; this is the only advice I can
give you. You are laying aside the rifle
to take up the pen; try to use it well
and usefully.  Of course choose the path
towards which you feel yoursell drawn,
but never attempt anything without ask-
ing vour Divine Lord to inspire and fire
ect you; be not led away by your own
passions. 1 hope these words are sulli-
cient, and when you are far away, you
will remember our loving care. If we
did not do all we should have done, re-
member that want of money was the
cause, When vou are with your kind
friends and among vour fellow students,
should this life not please you, think of
vour parents who are waiting to reccive
vou then as in the past. You can once
again resume your oocupation as a
guard."

After he had finished, Dame Sabine
knelt with him and praved the Divine
Infant and his Blessed Mother to pro-
tect him, She then hegged him to keep
clear  of bad companions. “Take as a
model St. Aloysius ; frequent the Sacra-
ments as he did, and God will bless you,




