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~ Quebec High Court Meeting.

Tenth Session Held at St. Hyacinthe, Sept. 8th
and gth. Three Hundred Delegates Pre-
sent. The Supreme Chief Receives
an Enthusiastic Welcome.

{From the Montreal Herald of Sept. 8th.)
Sr. Hyacixrur, QuUe., Sepu, 8th.

St. Hyacinthe is en fete to-day, the ocousivn be-
ing the opening of the annual Scssions of the High
Court of Quebee, Independent Order of Foresters.
By every train up to noon to-day delegates from
all over the PProvince have arrived, and it is estim-
ated that there are now some three hundred dele-
gates in attendance.

The weather is beautifuly fine, and great pre-
parations have been made by the loeal reception
committee for the entertainment of the visitors, in
whose honor the strects are handsomely decorated.

This morning Dr. Oronhyatekha, of Tovonto, the
Supreme Chief Ranger, arvived, and was met by
the reception commnttee and those delegates who
had already atrrived, and escorted to the High
Court headguarters. At eleven o'clock a proces-
sionn was formed, and lefs the Grand Hotel, pro-
ceeding through the principal streets to the City
Hall, escorted by the Philharmonic and Cercle
Montealm Brass Bands.

At the City Hall the Mayor of Xt. Hyacinthe,
Mr. Dessaulles, Councillor Morin and others were
in waiting to give a civic welcome,

The Mayor, in a few well-chosen words in I'rench,
welcomed the gathering to St. Hyacinthe and
expressed his hope that the Toresters would have
successful meetings. He was followed by Dr.
Beaudry, who read an address of welcome in
¥rench, and Mx. H. A, Egan, who delivered o sim-
ilar address in English.

The S.C.R., Dr. Oronhyatekha, brietly replied
tothese, thanking the friends for their welcome,
also briefly reviewing the progress that the Order
had made. He was followed by Peter Strathearn,
a well-known Montrealer, and High Vice-Chief
Ranger, and Brother Roy, High Councillor. 'The
mecting then adjourued.

Thervegular sessions of the High Court opened at
two o’clock this afternoon. A matier for much re-
grcb is the absence of High Chief Ranger Bro. I%.
S, MacKay, of Montreal, who has been taken seri-
ously ill while in Ottawa. The ofiicers present
are:—Supreme Chief Ranger Oronhyatckha, M.D.;
Peter Strathearn, P.II.C.R., and High Viee Rung-

_er; ' John W. Stocks, High Seeretary; A. Gosselin,

High Treasurer ; Dr. A" Nadeau, High Physician ;
¥, E. Rdy, High Councillor; Rev, 3. Tarte, E.
Talbot, High Auditors ; A. Bois, H.S.W.; J. J.
Duquette, H.J. W.

In the regrettable absence, through illness, of
Bro. F. 8. MacKay, High Chief Ranger, Bro. Peter
Strathearn, H.V.C.R., presided.

The following committees were appointed :—

Credentials ~Bros. John W. Stocks, E. Bois,
Frank H. Wildgoose, Dr. Beaudry, 1I. Hurst.

Distribution—Bros. Charland. F. C. . Bursalou,
Rev. Moore, P. Piche, James Stapleton.

TFinance—J. B. A. Aliire, R. Reinhold, P. M.
Bretan, Rev. H. S. Harte and Fuller.

New Business—-Bros. D. JJ. McArthur, P. L. Du-
bert, Rev. J. Pinel, J. T. Lariviere and ¥. Bausch.

Memorial—Bros. 0. W. Bedard, Rev. W, Rob-
mson, A. W. M. Kelly, Rev. .7 E. Choquette and
. H. -Harding.

THE INDEPENDENT FORESTER.

+ Appealsand Petitions—Rev. Bro. Hewton, Bros.
A. Pelletier, James Lorne, James Skelly and Alf,
Beaujeau.

Constitution and Laws—Bros. Dr. Brown, A. St.
Mars, I. (. Kearns, Dr. Tivalotte and Ruthervford.

State of the Order— Bros. A. Gosselin, George
Longley, Dr. Picard, R. W. Williams and W. H.
Johnson.

- Press--John Richards, Court St. Louis, Mon-
treal: 19 A, Montel, Court Ste. Helene, Montreal:
Rev. R. J. Hewton, Court Lachine, Lachine ; and
Montarville de ln Bruere, of St. Hyacinthe.

An invitation was read from the civic officials,
inviting the members and delegates to witness an
exhibition to be given by the Ste. Hyacinthe fire
hrigade. The invitation was aceepted.

The following reports were then submitted :

High Chief Ranger's Report.

Sz HyacisTne, Sth Sept., 1897.

To the Officers and Members of the High Court of
Quebece :

BreTHREN,—Allow me to extend to you all
o, most hearty welcome to the Tenth Session of the
High C‘ourt of Quebeg, and to express to you my
gratitude in meeting you all z2c the delegates of a
single and united High Court assembled, without
distinetion of creed or nationality, to promote the
weneral interests of the INDFPENDENT ORDER oF
ForesTERs in this Provinee, and to work together
in scattering the golden blessings which are allot-
ted to ils members. )

Contrary to other societies who admit as their
wmembers only persons belonging to one nationality
or ¢reed, our beloved Order takes members into its
folds withoutany distinction of ereed or nationality,
heing thus enabled to fulfil one of its obligations
towards its members.  ¥or, besides the pecuniary
henefits offered to its members, it looks after their
moral and social interests by teaching them sub-
mission to the laws of their country, which give
cqual rights to every citizen, respect of other peo-
ple’s faith, and obedience to the laws of their
church.  In their meetings, members of different
nationalities get acquainted with one another and
mutual esteem grows between them, prejudices dis-
appear and they separate more and more convineed
that we are all and cach of us members of the one
family, and willing to bring in our relationsas mem
bers of the Great Canadian Family that concord
which ought always to govern our meetings of For-
esters. . . .

MEMBERSHIP AND COURTS.

It is with great satisfaction that I notice that
the number of Foresters in this Province goes
on increasing day by day, which shows the high
favor in which our beloved Order is held and that
our people understand its merits.

For, according to the report which was submit-
ted to your approval last year, we then had a mem-
bership of 10,219 in this jurisdiction, while this
year Ican report 12,358 members, showing an in-
crease of 2,109 members, after deducting all lapses
and deaths.

The number of Courts, which was 177 last year,
is now 199, or a net increasc of 22 new courts, for,
although 2t new courts were instituted this year,
Courteof the Woods, No. 3008, amalgainated with
Court Agnés, No. 1662, and Court Baic St. Paul,
No. 3442, was unable to vepulse the various attacks
to which it was subjected. . . .
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