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8. Another sign we mnust point ont ini sadness of te(art; we refer to
'the prevalence of gross heresy in Protestant Churches, and the increasingm
.degradation 'and wickedness of large masses of' people who live within
hearing of the Churcht-going bell. Think of ministers vccupying hi-il
positiotis in connexion with. the Chuirch oF' England openly udvocating in
ilheir "B,.ssays " the rnost unequivocal Infidelity! Then thin k of the niul-
titudes of' mxen of alt ranks, but especially of tite lowest rank, who are
practically if riot thearetically Infidels. Think of the debauchery, the
,druîîkenness, the squalor, the dense ignorance that so -extensively prevai1.
Trhus lighit and darkness, trutlî and cri-or, virtue and vice are broughlt into
sharp ýcontact, and the confliet between thiemrn mst becoine more retentless
'every succeeding day.

9. Events are transpiring which. must lead to a clearer understanding of
the relation between Church and State,-the kingdoni of Christ and the
kingdoms of this word-than lias Ititherto obtained. he eyes of ali the
Chutrches are now directed to a contest %waged iii SeotIland for the freedomn
-of the Churcli of Christ as such, stending entii'ely separate from, the &I~
niagistrate. A lesson sucla as is nov being taughit thern is greatly needed,
by ail the Churches, but espeeially by the English and Scottish Establishi-
4nents in whieh the very idea of the inidependentjurisdiction of the Churchl
:seenis to be ignored -and forgatten.

lie know not wvhen the last day shahl corne; but we know thiat the niglit
is fiir spent and that we are hastenirig to tne dawn. The day of the Lord
is at liand. Let us like %vise virgins be rcady te mneet the bridegroomn.
L~et us work wvhite it is caîlled to day ; let us do and dare and suifer for our
Lord, and tlhen we shall enjoy tbe rest that rernaiiueth for the peo pie of
4God, when the Lord Jesns shall be revealed frorn iheaven with his mighflty
angels, in flaming fire. taking vengeance on those that 1<now net God and
lhat obey net the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall bc punislied
with everlasting, destruction frorn the presence of the Lord and the glory
,of his powver, îvhen he shall corne to bea lorified ia bis saints and admired.
in ail them that believe ini that day.

8EN EFICENCE.

LàsT mnonth we directed the attention of' our readers te te duty of Sys-
TEMÂTIO BENEFICENCE. We are exceeding,,y anx*ious to, kecp this Subject
prominently before the Chureli, on account of its. intrinsie importance as a
doctine of' God's word as well as for the influence w'hichi its due apprecia-
tien must exercise on thespiritual. prosperity of 'individual Christians and.
on the interests of the Clhurci -at large. There are many reasons why yen
should contribute systetnaticaily an.d iberally to the funds of the Presby-
terian Church of the Lower Provinces. Wie wilI enum.erate a few-

1. -fou neyer yet gave systexnatically froin week to weck, or froîn monîli
to nionth, as much as yen could. We aire aware that this is a 'bold asser-
tion, and wve wish ive could make it withless confidence. Would that there
*were a thousand Christians in our church ivho wîould do for Christ ail that
*khey crrid !
. 2. You incur no risk b y being liberal to your Divine l4aster. liTe have
-read a great deal, and cenversed witli many people, but we have neyer yet
read or heard of any man ior womàn reduced to poverty or di. treS& by giviug
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