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shiver in the cold, grow up uneducated and
unbetriended, while we fret at our business
to keep our wardrobes and tables full,
Business is dull, but never too dull to im-
pose sacrifices upon ourselves. Our econ-
omics always begin with Christ and the
poor, when they should, if we were living
the high Christian lite, begin with our

nupered families.  We smother ourselves
in costly cashmeres and sating, while the
chiidren of our dead brother are being
dwarfed by want.

“ Surely this is not according to the pre-
cept or example of Christ. It is because
of the mercenary and extravagant spirit of
church members that the Lord who is
waiting t0_be gracious withholds from us
Pentecostal blessings. Showers of grace
are ready to descend, but we prevent them
by our personal extravagance and geld
worship.  All that we possess, even if we
own millions, consists really in what we
wisely give away. i

*“ Money is power—a tiemendous power
for Christ and humanity. The Church has
yet to learn its use in that direction. We
are our brother’s keeper. If he suffers in
body and soul without our sharing with
him of this world’s goods, which we hold
as stewards, we need to hang our heads in
shame. The question that the communistie
world is asking, is not as scciety asks, is he
well dressed 2 and how much is he worth ?
and can he talk eloquently 2 but how often
does he visit the poor with purse and
basket well filled, and how much does he
give away to help men and_glorify God ?
Theseare thetest questions. Howanswerest
thon? We have not a dollar to spare for
Christ and our poor neglected brethren,
because society within the Church demands
that we shall dress extravagantly ard give
frequent entertainments, more costly than
our neighbors, to which the lame and the
halt are never invited, and never welcome.
Acre the churches in an unsatisfactory con-
dition? They are. Do the pastors com-
plain that spiritual matters are dead, and
the temporal alofie ablaze with energy ¢
‘Ths explanation is apparent. The sub-
stance of the Lord is not consecrated to.
Him, but to ourselves and familics. The
command to provide for our own household
is fulfilled to excess. .
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OUR RESOURCES,
It is not too much to say that the Pres-
byterian Church has never yet fully vsed
her resources in the service of the Redeem-

er. We do not now refer to the conscera-
tion of property, though that needs to be

considered. We refer to the working pos,}
of our membership. Ilerc is an evange
tic foreo in an almost lntent condijl
among us. When a chareh is blessel w8
a revival there is an ardent desire on (8
past of the membership to work for Ch
Living Christians are better themselve /5§
regular and active labour in  the vines
and the good that they can do is byl
computation. We quote the follorg
thoughta from the Philadelphiz Pruiyll
rian. They scem to uxasapplicable s
the bounds of our own Synod as anyr}{8
in America : ’

This desire to teach is not wrong-i
one of the blessed results of our pratifl
picty. But does it not suggest to o

consideration of the merits of lay li
as a heneficial measure to utilize and

we rather suggest it /s a suhject for
eration.  We think it is worthy of s
this much for the following reasons:
cause it would give the Church souf
creased revenue from her valuable »
and intellectual resources. It would
much sanectified effort from being &
away from the Church. It would
away a temptation te earncst workd
disregard the proprieties of church
It would cnable us to possess ani R
many points of growing interest K3
Church by the help of these licens! Ji
men, which we ean neither ompciE
hold now, because we ate not able vl
the salaries adequate to support o
ministers. It would both Locp 20f

off multitudes of fecble missions fii
Home Board. It would foster w3
care, and by our direction, maofH
that would soon necd ordained mioi
take charge, and regularly administet
ments. It would, as we beliewe,
bringing into pastorates our ror §
ployed ministers, by bringing thst
ling churches into shape and streog!
But it may be objected thatit
break down the standard of p7g
which has been the glory of the
rian Church in all its ages. Weny
haif as fast as the present movemsh
is in the direction of ignoriug it 43
and is too much in the interet®
strained ignorance. Men and wos3
can do bat little more than read!
lish Bibles, are stringing passss®
which have an imagined cob

proclaiming thomselves authoritd
ers_in our churches, holdly

their appointments to preach in®
of worship, and promising




