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is a fathor of this Synod, flot oniy ini age,
but in ripeness of wibdorn and cautiousncss
in a large mncasuire, and on tlint accotunt
bis testî:nony is aIl the mure valuabie.
From ]ast accotunts, it appcars that the
movement lias flot abated nything lu real
powver. In licariîîg snicl ncews the Syuiod
wili rejoice and give thanks to Goui, ivhoa is
the author of ail blcssings. Giod hath
visited bis people. Trite Communion semsons
which, our Cape Breton bretbren have been
favoured with of' late, brîng up Vividly re-
Collections of stenes wvhiciî Our fathers in
the old ]and ivere privilegced to sec-scenes
of the Kirk of Shotts, of Cuunbiîslang, and
of the times of ItlCheync and WVr. C.
Burns, times in which the presence of God
was realised iii a sense in wvhich it is too
seidomt feit. There is but one drawback to
the hearine and rccording of sncbl blessed
news. It us that the rnovemucut should be
conlned to one district or region-that it
bias not spread over ail tia Church. Why
8houid the dewv fnil there so abundantly as
ta saturate the place so thoroughly, wvhile
ail around the atmnospucre is comparativeiy
dry and parclied?

Such ire sonte of the encouragements
that are presented to ns in conuction %vith
our cburch ivork. In the absence of any
visible moveinent, witlî the exception just
referred to, snch a movement as the world
cannot huit sec and take notice of, ive u'oild
fain discern in the marks that have bcen
eauraeratedl son-e tokens of the divine
presence la our xidst-tokcns wvbich, to
Bay the ieast of tiîem, prevent us from,
abandoning the wvork ia despair. They
are meuigre enoughi, but they are tokens;
we cherish thein as such, and thank God
for tbem.

The Report, howevcr, wvoid ho neces-
sarily imperfect wvere it to dîop at titis
point Wiihingly w~ouId thc darker shades
bo left out if triitlh pcrmitted. What lias
been said is not nt the best vcry bright; it
is rather, to use symiiolical laniguage, neithxer
iight nor dark. It would flot be for profit
if the difficuities and discouruigements vhich
are known to exist were nlot deiaîeatcd.

SOANDALS.

Your Committee necd. flot dwehl on the
grosser and more ,t:iibtiiil bins wiîich are
referred to in sortie o?' the reports> those
whielb ia churcli nomnenclatture rank as
scandais. Thesc are flot vcr.y proininent
among us. Wherc thcey are known to be
practised, it is a very grievous thing doubt-
iess, very muli to ho Iamentcd; but these
are not the greatcst hindrances that lie ln
the way of the Gospel. They bulk largely
in the eyes of the worid. Wuth many, they
are tbe only sins wvorthy of being recorded
at ail; but those that have any knowrledge
of Godi; word, and of the humait heart,

form a different estirnate of their nature and
aggravation.

IDISC0URAGINi0 1EATURES,

Dissatisfaction Nvith tîxe present state of
things, is a feature that characterises aIl
the returns tlîat tîte l2rcsbyteries reporting
bave sent in. Ia one case wiuere ua sertes
o? queries Nwas issued, to whiich tlie sessions
were rcquircd to furnibît answvers iîlen the
1>resbytery met to conîter on tixe reports, it
ivas found tbat the experience lai each
Session, iviien brouiglît face ta face with
!lie queries, ivas -tionderftily siînilar. Eneli
iznagined beforciîand thiat the experience
of lîimself and of huis session was siagular
ln its nature. Tiiere was deep self-
abasemeat, as wveli as an inciescribable
shirinking from. tue task of answering the
questions. Wlîat was feit %Vas put sa
graphicaly ia a ictuer that tue Convener
recciveul, tiîat a sentence is liceo quoted:
IlWe met after worship yesterday," says
the pastor that writes, "and I rend the
the circular you sent tue nnd tue queries.
WTc ail bungourheads iikegui'ýtycriîninals,
gotfrightened, and pretended irve liad nu
tinbe to consider tue matter, ns 1 liad to go
to a distance, and sa ive agrecd to deler
the consideration of thîem. tilt \Vednesday
,evening." Thtis is P- pretty correct expres-
sion of what wvas feit by nearly ail the
sessions. Even lu sncli experience as this,
there is a measure of encouragement.

FOR31ALISI.

Now, as ever, fom-iatisrn is an enemy ta
bo battied with ia the work ia wvhich we
are engaged. It is very rampant these

das eligious exorciscs are engaged ini
and gone througli, more from. habit than.
becatîse there is nourisiment, in a spiritual
sease, expccted freux or experîeaced in
them. The preacher is liable to faîl into
,habits of routine. In preplaring and de-
livering bis discourses, as weii as in other
departments etf bis work, it heconies a task
which bas to be gone througli, rather titan
a wvork wbich, when engaged in, sets his
ewni lieutît on lire, and awakens in his soul
a desirç tosetotberhearts on lire. Bearers.
go te the house of God on Sabhath as they
go on other days to their employmnents,.
simply because they have been accustomed
te do so. The externaîs are ail there--
propriety, seeming reverence, riglit vords
used, and the riglit attitude taken-but i.
is ail acting, and flot very artistie atethat,
There is very iittle 'real lifei in many cases.
there is nu lifè at ail.

WOUGILDLINESS.

Wordliness, cither with or ivithont
fashion, is very dominant. ln civie and
rural circles alike, -%vorldliness ýrevails; in
the larger centres of population, irbere
wealth growys rapidly, tashion follows bard.
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