
'1
~rm~ bOMINION 11EVt~W,

I -

tayation. It may succecd for a lime in satisfying tise public
'vithout touching any slntica tiat arc really protcctivc; but tise
unprotected classes cannot be always blinded by that trick.
Ere long it must becomie evident that tise higi tariff is flot a
legitimnate burden on the nation as tise cost of tlie great strugglc
h b>'iiicis it maintained its national existence, but an illegitimate
artifice to swell tise profits of a few b>' reducing tise profits of tise
many.

The last act in tise tragedy of the assassina tion of President
Garfield is over, and the civilized world bas tise satisfaction of
knowing that social justice bas flot been defeated in its effort to
reach one of tise most monstrous crimes of modern iistory.
Tise character of the foolish knave who perpetrated tise crime
formns, and will aisvays form, a curiotis psychol *ogical puzzle ,
but an>' doulit of bis legal responsibility could arise only' in a
mmnd that hias been betrayed into perplexities of special plead.
ing, that are incompatible svith accurate î mental and legal
science. The definition of insanit>' is stilI, indeed, a problemn
for psycisologist and phiysiologiet, for nioralist and jurist alike i
and, consequenl>', there is no department of medical jurispru-
dence more perplexing tisan tisat which seeks to settle tise limits
of responsibility in cases of mental disease. But tise mtirderer
of Mr. Garfield could be classed among tise insane only in tise
sense in whicb ever>' criminal is tise victim of insanity, mna-
mncb as lie is dominated for tise time by sorte irrational passion
or wviim. If, bowever, men were absolvcd from punisisment on
this ground, societ>' might abindon its punitise flînction
altogeliser; and ail lau-, as necessaril>' implying a penalty
attached to its violation, vould be abolisied. L'ader any
tiseor>' of punisisment, one of its chief purposes must be to pro-
tect society againsr tise madness of passions and wliims tisat
destro>' social order.

In îlig, settiernent of tise % -led questions betiween Labour
and Capital, tise principle of co-operation is destincd to play' an
increasingly important part. Altisougis iitiserto efforts to reduce
tise tiseory'to practice, cspecially in co-operatii~e production
have flot fulfilled aIl tise hopes of its advocates, in otiser res-
pects it lias been attended witi rcmarkable success. At tise
recent annual Co-operative Congress, held in England, Lord
Reay expresse-- bis satisfaction wvith tise principles and progress
of tise.movement, as an attempt to solve certain social and
.economical difficulties. Tise charrn of the co-operative
moversent, lie said, svas its benevolent character; but ils

.strengtis, lie justly added, resided in tise fact of its being a pure
economic institution, in which ail tise great principles of politi-
*cal. economy were not onl>' adisered to, lîut seen in actual oper-
ation. Unlike certain irrepressible %would-be economists nearer
borne, lie did flot dlaim for tise new niovement tisat it set ail
.sound economical principles at defiance as belonging to a set
of tlieoretic dreamers. lie took thse only pition compatible
with common sense. Ortisodox political economy>, lie said, liad
no greater ally tisan co-opera 'tion,. and he significantly added
thal. no social reformn could be permanently' successful whicli
attemptedto run couniter to .tiose economical.truths wiscli were
flot tise result of vain imaginirgs, but of tise expenience of cen-
tuies,.

Tise reports submitted at tise Congress sisewcd a con-
siderable progress in tise co-operative movement during tise
ycar. . There are now in (>,-eat ]3ritain 1189 tetait distributive
societies, witis 573,000 mnembers, a sisare capital of £J5,747)907
stg., and a boan capital Of £,496,z43. Tise last year's
sales ainounîed in tise aggregate to £2,365,6o2, and tIhe
profits to £,949,514. Tise Englisi Wisolesale Society',
witis wisici societies representing tipwards of isaîf a million
members are associated, bas, since its establishîment, nineteen
ycars ago. donc a total trade of £28,670,878, witis a profit of
£349-120. Its annual trade nosv amounts to nearly £4,000,-
000 stg., and its expenses to about 3 y2d. in tise £x on tIse
business donc. In tise last four quarters tise Society' made a net
profit Of £47,1oz. It gives employmnent to 1500 persons,
and pays nearly .C6o,ooo a year in wvages. The Society
lias sisàre capital amounting-to £1,731,276, part of'visic isnot
paid up, and nearly £390,o0 of Joan capital also, an insurance
fund of close upon £x8,ooo, a reserve fund of over £2o,000,

proper>' wisics lias coSt 4,212,igS, and WiiCh tise board of
management have depreciated to tise extent Of 52,t69 , and
ithiad abankiag sum over of nearly Lx3,ooo,ooo ay>ear. Il is
evident tisat tise co-operative movement in Englanti is growing
rapidîy in importance anti influence.

On tlie motion for tIse tisird reading of tise Prevention of
Crimes Bill in tise House of Commons, tise Government were
uinexpecteil>'defeatetib>'a amali majority. Mc. Gladstonehiad
accepted an amersdment of tise Iri.s party, tise effect of which
%vas to lessen tise severit>' of th,, Bui, by limiting the rigisî of
searcli to tise day-tise, except in tise case of secret societies.
Tise amenduient wvas strenuott,Iy resisted by tise selile force of
tise Tories, and, as it soon appeared, seas regarded b>' maay
LiberaIs with displeasure. Witisa diaracteristicivant of eamest-
fle;q and candour, tise Irishs part>' joined tise opposition ; and
thnmsgi tise améadment liad been accep.td by tise Govem-
ment t0 meet tiseir express wisises, tisey refused to give- it tiseir
~support They preferred to place tise Governrnent in a difficulty,
rather tianhielp to secureivbat, on tiseir own shewing, .was a
val uable concession. It wvas a miserable attempt to add to tise dif-
ficulties of Mr. Gladstone, tise only statesman wiso, in tise face of
almost insuperable obstacles, has attemapted to discîsarge con-
scientiousl>' tise dut>' of tise Imperial Parliament: to Irelan îd.
To suppose, hisoever, that it can in any way wveaken tise posi-
tion of tise Govemnment, is 10 attacli far 100 mncb importance
to it and ils autisors, Mr. Gladstone being stili enthusiasticaly
supportéti by. tise public opinion of tise country. But it affords
additional evidence, if that ivere needed, tisat tise Irishs party
wisose voice is lifted up tise loudest, is animateti by no truly
patriotic sentiment, but onl>' by tise basest motives -of polîtical
cisarlatanry. Sncli conduct can only iseîp to deepen tise feel-
ings of contempt its authors have alreai> atoused in the minds
of tliongitful men. Even witis tisose viso have hitiserto
openîy sympatlised vitis tiseir professed aîms, such petty açton
can Ônly issue in alienation, and despait: of tise cause of Ire-
land everbeing advaýnced b>' tisose wiso 0bîatantly piofésýs Po
bce its sons.


