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Statistical.

THE PLEBESCITE.

OVER SIXTY-THREE PER CENT. OF THE
ELECTORS AGAINST IT.

majority of the People.

Frow seversl quarters we have re

ceived requests to republish our recent

article on the Ontario Plebescite on Pro
hibition.  When that article was publish
official re
officinl

sres have been printed in the Ontario

ed we hiad not the complete

turns, but since oor last issue the

Gasette ;. and though there is no great
variation in the statistics we will now
give those from the official source, in
ather respects following the lines of our
former article

At the last session of the Logislature
Mr. Marter, of Muskoka, moved the
socond reading a Bill to abolish vetail
liquor licenses.  Mr. Davis, of North
York, moved in smendment the th
wonths' hoist, and was inmediate

lowed by Hon. G, W, Ross, Minist
Education, who moved i
the amendment that a P
the electors of the Provin
to tions for
and in addition, of the women entitled to
vote at municipal eloctions, be taken on
the question of Prohibition. This car

T and the question submitted to the ‘
people was st whether the elec
or was not in favor of the umlmlmnln.
importation  and of intoxicating
liquor for hevernge purposes. This dif
fered widely from the original bill as in
troduced by Mr \Iurl r, and was most
craftily avranged everal respect
while ~||h|n|lh.w nh.- abstract
question of Probibition, it _avoided all
wforcement, jurisdiction, upon
whom the cost would fall, in what man- |
ner the defioit in the provineial and mun

al revenues were to by

amend

X
bescite vote of \
duly yulified |

the legislature,

vote at ¢

wale

el met, and many
other matters of grave eoncern, if a trial
of Prohibition, The |
was |

saddled upon the municipalities, thus
taxing the people in an attempt to com

m to say what they did not want. | 1

W of the most quaint
campaigus 1 in Canada, 1f
it were not y serious interests that
may be involved, the whole thing would
have been o comedy of the highest order. |
The Prolibitionists saw their advantage
and made the most of it.  They organized
w campaign of tremendous energy ; swung
the temperance lodges, a portion of the
women and certain of the churches into
line ; made it the municipal
eloctions ; d literature brondeast ;
stings in every hall, school-house,
and eross-ronds in the country ; turned
the pulpit for the time bein
eal rostrum; presched, prayed, threat- |
scolded and cajoled, and never |
until the last vote was polled.
Their campaign was marred by only one
mul«k- the bringing inw the country of
f United States blatherskites,
vlhu luul not honor enough to support
themselves in their own country, nor
decency enough to show gentlemanly re- |
spect to the people of this when they came
We will deal with this pair of
Thugs at another time.

While the Prohibitionists were so en
gaged the politiciar s were making frenzied
efforts to get a Iu-hlm,~ cluteh upon the
temper vote. From both political
headquarters instructions were sent out,
the game of politics was played to the
limit, and- there was seen the absurdity

an issne

seatt

|
intoa politi- |

ed,

consed

THE ADV(

of men who would be the very first to
break o prohibitory law voting for it, and
of men who had ve agninst the Plebes
cite in the House taking the stump in its
behalf. Men became bedfellows who
never were before and never will be again
The Reform organ, which hailed the an
nouncement of the Plebescite with shouts
some, sent out correspondents in an
wor to defest ; while the Conserva
tive mouthpiece, which at tirst thundered
against the weas as the embodied
political depravity, suddenly
became silent, and the word was never
again seen in its columns until it meekly
publisl the veturns.  The smaller fry
stood around the corners and waited

Awid all the pother, the Anti-Prohibi
tionists, who could not be pulled by the
politicians, for there were many men who
voted for the Plebescite who will never on
enrth vote for Probibition—these sat p

ossence of

JCATE.
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i these fig
ures look substantial enough, but theyare

Rocapitulation

on list 00
Total vote * Ve 180,187
Majority against Prohibition . 316,82

ow then ! The qualified vote polled
for Prohibition, 180,187 foll behind he
qualified vote on the lists, 316,802, Cuy
this |»\ any manner of means In twint ol
into ** a majority of nl [l

In the countries o {3 o
the qualified vote was |mn.m| in favor of
Prohibition.  Where is the ** majority of

there
districts 28 per cent. of the qual
ified eloctars only voted for Prohibition
What about the y

In the cities 28} of the quali
fied olectors were all |Iml could be found
to support Prohibition

In the separated towns 30§ per cent
[ only of the qualified voters declared in
of the fud

v

fectly unce The campaign was | fur from telling the whole story. The .

porfoctly and abeolutely ono-sided. There | entire. male vots polled upon the Plobes. | 10 the wholeof the Province of Ontari
B e Tl Trs it | e tome only 36} per cont. of the duly qualied
minde, not even n serutineer appointed at | The total male vote on the lists was tors voted in favor of Probibition
the polls on their behalf he whole | 406,989 oos this show that the country is clam
thing simply went by default. And what |~ The entire vote fell 208,408 behind the | °Ting for Prohibitiont It cannot be

was the result 1 Vo
The Probibitionists point, amid thun
derous applause, to & majority of ove
cighty thousand. ** A majority of 81,86
for Prohibition,” is their claim. Up t
Sir Oliver Mowat  th marched
shouted, **The people are with us,
Sir Oliver made the best of the situstion |y,
like a little man.  Are the pec v]u- with
| them ! We opine that these good
nr\ yelling before they have :ul mu of | fe
he woods
Mowing we give the votes polled, giv- |
ng-— separately —the female voters, who
are not under our constitution able to vote |
| on any legislative measure or for & mem

and |
and

ber of the legislature. The figures are
for *duly qualified " electors ; women |
are not **duly qualified " in anything that

pertains to Governmentsl matters |
i
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gninsayed that the Prohibitionists put
forth every effort and that they polled
| every available vote.  In fuct, they polled
thousands of votes of men who  would
never be with them in a real Prohibition
st On the other hand every vote
| \ll||~v||m| was with equal certainty a vote
aguinst. The man who would not vote
for the Plebescite, certainly would
vote for Prohibition, nor would he be &
factor in sustaining the law, The evi
dence is overwhelming that the only way
in which a prohibitory Iaw can be given
even & measure of o coment is by hay
| ing an overwhelming sentiment of the
people at the hack of it. - An overwhel
ing sentiment is not represented by 36 per
cent. of the peoy

vot
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