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anid is prolouged es'en to our times w~itlî a violenice wvhicli reniders it ex-
il. tieiiiel *v difficuit 1(1 be lrouglît to a coueluiioin - C,' Ec. Hist.,-' i. 5(9>.
id, For pagan learning, the Christians geiierally had the strongest aver- -b. s;on. Ainong the ni nks, whlen the eyure initder the vuw of silence, it ~
he was eustomarv-.% with tïeîii iii askiiig for any pagnil Mwork, to Ilîthe a par-,rt tic-ulitr sign, which conisitti iii scratclîing' the cars like a dog, iii wluich
:le it 'vas thought the piagaîis sliould lie eoîuîîired. In tliis mniuîr tliey
le expressed an itching for those dogs, V irgil, Horace, and Ovid. (Sce
'ai I)israoli's "Curiosities of Literatîîre.">

ltThe fourtlî Counceil of Carthîage forbade the reading of secuilîr b>ooks
a- bY bishops. Jeronme condemned the lierusal of tliei excelît for pilous

pupss The physical sciences wt-re iinqtialitiedly condened, as tlîeir
Lui rîltivation was cuîîsidered incompjatible witlî the practice of religiousd. dulties. The (ireek selînols ut niedjeine were elosed. The Alexîîndrian
of Serapion, witli its libraries andI its inîseuni, the accunmulation of cen-vs tuaries, was dcstroved indter the arcliiepiscopate of Titeophilus, A.io. 389,

1'and twenty years afterwards the ernpty shelves excited the regret andi
le iîîdignatioi. of every intelligent sp)etator' (Ency. Brit., art. Alexandria),
MI Many of the Iislîops in the Councils of Lplïestis aîîd Chaletdon, it is said,iV coîîld not write tlieir ni'mues. Ignorance was not cunsidered a disquali-r- fication for ordination. No inmportane. was attached to anything of an
Af iiîtellectual character excelt the ehldisît and unintelligible cc itruversiies
Is wlîjcl were carried on for cenuries. Tiiese dispmutes," says Hallani,

-d djverted studjous nîinds from profane literature and narrowed downmore and nmore the circle of that knowledge wlîich tlîey were desirous
Af t obtain " (' Middle Ages'," p). 453).
le The monastie movenient contriîuted tu the decline of letters andIl decay of intellect. «1I cannot conceive," says HaIlam, " Puy state ofe society more advers te, the intellectual imprnvenîent of mankiud, than

e one which adîuîtted no nmiddle line hetween dissoluteness and fanatical
e mortifications...After the introduction o! monkery with its unsocial
.S tlîeory of duties, the serions and reflecting part of nîankind, on whonîscience most relies, were turned to habits wlîich, in the most favorable

view, could flot quicken the intellectual energies ; and it înight be a
difficuit question whetlîer the cultivators and adnîirers of useful litera-

e turc were less likely to lie found aînong the profligate citizens of Borne
nl and their barbarouîs conquerors, or tue melancholy recluses of the wil-

derness"( Middle Âges," p. 458). j
y (To be contrîued.)
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