NORTHERN MESSENGER

SCHOLARS' NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1879, by
Bdwin W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-
School Union.)

LESSON XXIL
Junr 1.]

PROPHECY AGAINST TYRE.—Ezek. 26: 7-14.
[About 588 B. C.)
JoMMIT To MEMORY, V8. 7,13, 14.

7 _ For thus saith the Lord God :
Behold, I will bring upon Ty’-rus
Neb-u-chad-rez’-zar king of Bab’-y-lon,
A king ot kings, from the north,
With horses. and with chariots,
And with horgemen, and companies,

g{aople. ¥ 3
Bﬂ(; :hall slay with the sword thy daughters in the
eld ;

Aud he shall make a tort against thee.
And cast a mount acainst thee,
And lift up the buckler againstthee.
9 And he shall set engines of war agaivst thy walls,
And with hig axes he shall break down thy towers,
10 By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust
shall cover thee: b
Thy walls shallshake at the noise of the horsemen,
Ana of the wheels, and of the chariots,
Wnen he shall enter into thy gates,
As men Pnter into a city. wherein 13 made a breach,
11 With the hoofs of his" horses shall he tread down all
thy streets :
He shall slay thy people by the sword,
And thy strong garrisons ghall go down to the ground.
12 And they shall make a spoil of thy ricnes,
And make a prey of thy merchandise :
And they shall break down thy walls,
Aund destroy thy pleasant houses :
inddthety shalt lay thy stoues aud thy timber and
thy dus :
In the midst of the water.
- -18 And 1 will cause the noise of thy songs to ceage ;
And the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard.
14 And I will make thée like the top of a rock :
Thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon ;
Thon shalt be built po more :
For Ithe Lord hiave spoken it, saith the Lord God.

4] ]
GOLDEN TEXT.
Heaven und earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away.—Matt, 24 : 35.
—i0r——
; CENTRAL TRUTH.
Destruction from God follows pride against
Him.
2— — 8
Coxyeerep HisToRY.~— Ezekisl lived during the Baby-
jonish captivity, on the Chebar, commonly supposed to
be the mver Habor, 200 miles north of Babylon, but
G. Rawlinson regards it as the Royal Canalof Nebuchad-
nezzar, near Babylou. His prophecies were spoken while
he was i exile. ‘The prophet having anmounced the
coming destruction of the Ammonites, Moabites,

and much

Edomites, aud Philisiines, now turas to denduuce Tyre,
| live ¥ AndI answered, O Lord God, thou knowest,

and foretell hier overtiirow.

NOTES.—Ty -rus—1Tyre, & uoted commercial city of
Pheenicia, on the Mediterranean Rea, north-west of Jern-
salem. It wasan o!d fortitied city, Josh.r 19: 24, Its
king Hiram aided Solomon in building the temple, 1
Kings 5 : 7-12; adaughter of the Sidonian king married
Abab, 1 Kings 16: 81 ; the city was taken by shalman-
ezer, and again besieged for 13 years by Nebuchadnezzar,
and deserted in 1291 A.D. New Tyre is a-poor fishing
village, while old Tyre is completely destroyed, a ‘‘ place
to spread nets” of fishermen. Neb-u chad-nez'-zar—Prince
of yod Nebo, the 'greatest monarch of Bahylon ; reigned
438 years; captured Jerusalem ; enlarged his empire;
beautified bis capital by mauy magnificentbuildings,such
a8 the palace, the hanging gardens, and built vast walls,
mapsive gates ; many bricks are found with bhig name at
Babylon ; died 561 B.C. Bat/-y-lon—Babd, or confusion,
he capital of the Babylonian Empire; one of the oldest
eities in the world ; of remarkable size; with walls of
vast height and thickness, sald to be 56 miles in its outer
cireumference ; is now wonderful for its extensive ruins.

' Beze-ki/-el—@od strengthens, the son of 4 priest, taken cap-
tive to Babylon 11 years before the fall of Jerusalem,and
settled with other Jewish exiles on the river Chebar, and
exercised the prophetical office in captivity, and was
highly esteemed by his companions.

EXPLANATIONS.

LEgson Torics,~(L) SBizex oF Txre, (IL.) Ruin
OF TYRE. :

I. SIEGE OF TYRE, (7.) WiLL BRING, by providen-
tial d rection; KING oF KiNes, a favorite title of great
monarchs of Rast ; THE NORTH, Assyria Was north-east of
Tyre; 00MPANIES, foot soldiers. (8.) DAUGHTERS . ..
FIELD, not in walled towns; ForT, movable turret filled
with -inen’; CAST A MOUNT, an inclined plane of earth
built up against the walls ; BuCKLER, a shield, or proba-
bly a line of interlocked shields, asin storming a fortress
(9.) ENGINES OF WAR, battering rams, heavy beams with
iron heads, and swinging upon upright posts against the
gates; Axes, swords ; ToweRrs, capture its strongholds.
(10.) TaeIr DUST, raised by tra rping of great companies
of horsemen‘ ENTER, 48 & conqueror ou a triumphal
march into a captured city. .

il THE RUIN OF TYRE. (11.) TREAD DOWN, as if
riding over people in the streets ; SLAY THY PEOPLE,s0me
of them ; $TRONG GARRISONS, pillars, cifadels, or towns.
(12,) Taxy, the armies attacking Tyre; THY RiCHES, for
notice of the riches ot Tyre, see chap. 27 ; MERCHANDISE,
see chap. 27 : 12-25 ; LAY THY 8TONES, . . MIDST OF THE
wATER. This was literally fulfilled by Alexander the
Great who took stones, timber, ete.. of old Tyre to build a
causeway from the mainland to the island. (13.) soNes
70 omAsk, it was probably u city of unusual joy and
wirth. (14.) LIKE . . . THE RoCK, or “ a naked rock,”
that is, nothing lett of the city but the rock upon which it
was built. Thisis true now of Tyre; PLACE TO SPREAD
wurs, Thesite of old Ty e is 0 used, and has been for
centuries ; BurLr ¥o morg. This, t0o, 1 true; old Tyre
was never rebuilt.

What fucts in regard to Tyre teach us—

1. Not to rejoice in others’ misfortunes ¢
2. That the Loxd will punish the wicked ?
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8. That they may have worldly prosperity for a time ?
4. That final judgment will be o proporiien to the
blessings misused or rejected ?

LESSON XXIII.
Juxe 8. ]

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES.—Ezek. 37: 1-1V.

[About 587 B. C.]
~ Commir 7o MEMORY, V&. 4, 6; 10,
1. The hand of the Lord was upon me, aud carried me

out in the spirit ot the Lord, and set me dowu in the midst
ot the valley which was full of bones.

2. And caused me to pass by them and round about :
and, behold, there were very wmany in the open valle;
and, lo, they were very dry. 3

3. And he said unto_me, Son of man, ¢an thése

4. Again he said unto we, Prophesy upon these d‘r.g
b?légs. ﬁnddmy unto them, O ye dvy bones, hear the wor
o € Lord. ¥ g

5. Thussaith the Lord God unto these bones : Behold:
1 will eause breath to euter mto you, and ye shall live :

6. And [ will lay sinews upon iou. and will bring “ﬂ
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin and put breat
in you, and ye shall iive; and ye shall know thatIam
the Lord.

7. 80 [ prophesied as I was commanded: and as I pro-
phesied, there was a noise, and behold & shaking, and the

ones came together, bone to his boue.

8. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews und the flesh eame
upon them, and the skin covered them above : but there
wag no breath in thewm.

9. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, pro-
Eheay, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the

ord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.

10. 80 I prophesied as he commanded me. and the
breath came into them,and tkey lived and stood up upon
their teet, an exceedine greatarmy.

B ‘ @
GOLDEN TEXT. |

1t is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesk pro-
fiteth vothing: the word; that I speak unto you,
they are the spirit aod they are life.— John

6: 63,

——— i
CENTRAL TRUTH.
The Holy Spirit is the reviving spirit.

|
|

| four potnts of the compass ; THESE BLAIN,

(4.) proPmESY, not foretell anything, but proclaim,
preach to them,  (5.) T WiLL CAUSE, or * I am causing;”
BREATH, life, Gen. 2: 7, (6.) siNEws, * binding matter,”
that which joins and holds the bounes together; sHALL
LIVE, notice the patural order : (1.) bones; (2:) sinews;
(8.) flesh; (4.) the skin; (5) the breath—alive. Ps.
104 : 80: ye sHALL kNOW, from this proof of my power.

II. THE BONES MADE ALIVE. (7.) WAS A NOISE,
literally, ‘* came a voice” 2 Sam. 5: 24 ; A SHAKING, Or
rattling from the moying of the many dry bones; BONE
7o HIS BONE, each boue came into the proper placein
each body or skeleion of abody. (8. WaEN. or'‘as”l
looked; rLmsm canmk, Gen. 2: 7 ; ABOVE, over the flesh ;
N0 BREATH, perfect bodies, but lifeless  (9.) THE WIND.
or “ breath” spirit, see ver. 10 ; Fovr wix»s, from the
Vass /, thege lifoless
bodies, representing the dead state of Israel, and that of
@ noulin sin. (10.) LIVED, became alive; 100D TP, 88 &
proof that they were alive ; GREAT ARMY, or ‘‘greathost,”
not soldiers; the words refer only to the size of the
multitude. ; ;

What facts in thiglesson represent—

1, The sad condition of Israe’ !

2. Of souls in sin ¥

8. The final restoration of lsrael }

4 The power of God’s grace in dead souls ¢

5. The nature of the final resurrection ¢ d

TLLUSTRATIONS.—Revivals. In Helvetia there was a cus.
tow of eelebrating the sun’s return to heat and power, by
putting out all the fires, for some days, that they mignt
be rekindled from the sacred fires in the heathen temple
on Tara hill. - The people waited for the appearance of
{his sacred flame, and hastened trom it to rekindle the
fires on their own cold hearth. So on many & home altar
the spiritual fires. have gone out. .These should be re-
kindled by the reviving power of the Holy Spirit.. T£ that
tire has gone out on the altar of our heart it is time to re-
light {t.”—ddapted from Foster's Oyclopedia.

In the vision of ¢ry boues there was first a noise, and
then & shaking ihrough all the plain. Revivals always
produce vigorous stirring in the church, and excitement
in the neighborhood. . . . Revivals disturb the formalist,
the indolent, the jukewarm, and the wicked, They pro-

Coxnrorep Historyv.—Atter foretelling the fall of
Tyre, the prophet announces judgments to ceme upon
Pharaoh and Egypt; the fall of Assyria : the particulars
of the destruction of Egypt; rebukes theuntaithful rulers
avd leaders ; pronounces the judgment of the Lord upon
Edom, and comforts true Israelites with a promise of re-
storation, as in the Jesson.

To 7THE SCHOLAR,~Remember that, by along course
in gin, souls become as dead aud dry as the dry bones in
the prophet’s vision, but the power of the Lord caurestore
dead souls agreadily as dry bones.

NOTES.~ Valley, possibly the plain by the river Chebar,
where Ezekiel dwelt, and where he had seen the glory of
the Lord, 8 : 22, or it may mean cnly a valley seen in the
vision. It would seem to pieture & spiritual reviving of
the people. Che/-bar. This is commonly supposed to be
the Habor, in Mesopotamia, 200 miies north of Babylon,
G. Rawlinson identifies it with the Royal Canal made by
Nebuchadnezzar near Babylon, and his view agrees with
the tradition res pecting Ezekiel’s tomb

EXPLANATIONS.

LessoN Tor10s.~(L) THe BoNes Deap axo Drv. (1L)
Tue BoNEs MADE ALIVE.

1. THE BONES DEAD AND DRY, (1.) HAND OF THE
Lorp, power of the Lord, 1 Kings, 18 : 46 ; Dan, 10: 10;
CARKIED ME, Acts 8 ;: 89 : IN THE SPIRIT, a8 in a vision,
see cage of Petar and of Philip, Acts 8: 29 ;10 : 1C-19.
(2.) PAsSS . . . ROUND ABOUT, walk through and around
them, to view them closely : VERY DRY, dead so long.
(8.) 80X oF MAX, a common phrase in Brekiel and Daniel ;
in the New Testament it is specially applied to Jesus ; CAN
TERSE Live? said to lest the faith of the prophet; THOU
xNowesT, implying that only God could revive them

duce trouble in the conseience, agitation in the mind,
tumult in the emotions, commotion in the sympathies,
and vigorous animation in all the faculties.—Bates.
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SPECIAL: NOTICES.

EPrs’8 Cocoa—(raTEFUL AND COMFORTING. —
3y & thorough knowledge of the natural laws
which govern the operations of digestion and
nutrition, and by a careful application of the fine
properties of well-selected. cocoa, Mr. Epps has
provided our breakfast tables with a delicately
flavored bevern;ie which may save us many heavy
doctors’ bills, It is by the judicious use of such
‘articles of diet that a constitution may be
gradually built up until strong enough to resist
every tendency to disease. Hundreds of subtle
maladies are floating around us ready to attack
wherever there is a weak point. ‘Wemay escape
| many. & fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well
fortified with pure blood and a properly nourish-
ed frame,”—Ciwil Service Gazette.—Sofd only in

%

Packets labelled—‘‘Jaxzs Errs & Co., Hi
pathic Chemists, London, Eng.” gy i

PUBLISHERS' DEPARTMENT.

The weather is becoming bright and plea-
sant again, and the boys and girls will soon
be enjoying themselves in the fields and gar-
dens. They will be able to walk around with
greater ease than ever before, and many who
never before had a fit opportunity to work for
the MusseNamR or WITNEss enjoy it mnow.
We, therefore, republish the offer for the two
favorite prizes,the doll for the girls and the
ever-ready pocket-knife for the boys. Both
are very good prizes, and we have a large
number in stock. ‘Who wants one ? Every-
body ! Well, everybody just go to work and
you will succeed. Here is a new offer. The
ten cent subscriptions for the MESSENGER un-
til further notice will count in for the prize.

ADVERTISEMIENTS,

THE “ EVER READY” POCKET, KNIFE.

FATHERS AND SONS, READ THIS.

The desideratum of every living male is to become the
possessor of a well stocked and thoroughly reliable pocket
knife. The article which we now offer on such advan-
tageous terms is not only a double bladed knife, but also
contains several tools, whieh will be found to be very
handy, and just the thing wantedin an emergency. The
two engravings will show our readers the appearance
and gumber of blades which the knife contains. The
very effeciive and convenient SCREW DRIVER is hidden

by the opened large blade, but is shown in the picture ot
the knife as closed. The HOOK can be made useful in
sundry ways, such as to clean a horsed’ hoof, pull on the
boots, lift a stove oover, &c The back of the Hook
wakes & good tack hammer; while the inside of the hook
forms a gmall but strong nut cracker. The Punch makes
holes in harness, wood, &c., which can be enlarged by it8
sharp corners. All close into a strong and compact
handle. This POCKETFUL OF TOOLS will be sent to
any person who sends us $5 in new subseriptions to the
WirNEess publications.

DOLLY IN FAIRY LAND.

Kvery little girl has an 1ntense loneging fur a beautiful
doll. Those little girls who desire a large and handsome
wax doll to act as head of their doll family can easily
earn one for themselves by canvassing for subsoribers to
our paper among their friends aud relations. To any little
girl sending us $0 In new subscriptions to the WITNEws
‘publications, we will send a large and

HANDSOME WAX DOLL,

This doll is the acme of perfection, and 1s possessed
of all of the virtues that a good little girl’s doll should
possess. ' 1ts hair is of a light golden hue, done up
in the latest Parisian style, the eyes are as blue as
the summer sky, 11§ cheeks arc suffuséd with the most
modest blushes, and to crown all—wonder of all wonders
~from its tiny and well-shaped ears hang a pair of the
tiniest ear-rings. :

two alike, Chromo, &c., with name, 10q,
5 () CARPS: 20 WEE0. T, REXD & CO., Nassan, N.Y.

TIIROMO CARDS _ &c.. OUPT'S  MOTTORS,

?;[owtm, no two alike, 10¢; 26 Bird Cards, 10c;
20 new style New Year's Cards, 10c, Any of the above
sent postpaid with name on receipt of price. Nassau Card
0., 'Lgas'snu, New York, U.S.

5 CARDINAL, NAVY BLUE, SEAL BROWN AND
2 Bottle Green Cards, with name in gold, %0c; 26
Kancy Cards, plain or gold, 10c; 160 styles. Agents’
outfit, 10¢. Good Cards, goodwork, fair dealing. 1Ty

us. Cauada money and P, O, stamps taken, HULL & CO’,
Hudson, N. Y.

) CHROMO AND PERFUMED CARDS (no three
alike), name in Gold and Jet, 10c : one pack of
Age Cards, 10c.

CLINTS BROS., Clintonville, Ct.
OUR PUBLICATIONS,
Dainy Wirxess, circulation, 18.500; price.....-
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WEEKLY WirNgss, ) H
NerTHERN MESSENGER, * - 45,000;

JOHN DOUGALL & SON, Mn_utraal.'

FfYHE CLUB RATES FOR THE ‘‘MI 0
when sent to one address, as follows :—1 copy, i 0‘6

10 copies, $2.50; 26 copies, $6; 60 ¢ 11.50;
copies, §83: 1,000 eoﬁe-,’ $200, J. Dovaars & Sox
Publishers. Montreal. : BE o
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