‘,abie shop laid her’ hand upon

“handsome velyet mantle that, with- several':

others, -had- been subm1tted for her approval.; .
: by the manager- of .that special department,f,
- 7.4 man noted for his keen’ business eapacity?ﬂ
and his excellent powers as a salesman )
‘Thank you, madam. Shall ‘we' enter it'

' “to. you,-or. do. you: wish to. pay for it

‘Oh; I will pay.- for it now 1 and 50 say-,
ing _she. laid. the money upon’ the counter,‘
_‘ -and in a few moments the manager handed
_her the receipted blll asklng at the same
o time 'to what address the goods sho.lld ‘be.
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.'-delivery .
RIS Bought thts mormag-—sent home and ‘rek-
- celved by me. this atternoon—yes, that - Will’
and the lady rose ‘ag ifto leave the
i But’ not yet. ‘Had she’ ﬁnished “her
N busmess, or, perhaps ‘(to be more correet),'
not: yet ‘had she begin it “for.: 1t was ‘the.
‘Kings busmess that" ‘had led ‘her there Just

1 dO,
" ghaop.

then' A letter - received a’ few days bé-

' fore: had ‘told her somethmg -about’ the man

who even then was waiting upon her—a 5ON.

"of' many prayers (as yet: apparently unan—"‘"

swered), whose -life, w1th every promise’of
suecess; was lived for self and not for God;.

and'a longing for his soul had brought this
servant of the ng m search of h1m tﬁat

‘da}'., L Tl
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¢ BOUGHT AND PAID FOR

gent. After giving the’ information, the
lady, loolnng up, said very quletly '

‘ That mantle’is mine now, isn’'t it ?’ -

¢ Certainly, madam '

‘So you will send it home to Tne \Vithout-

delay, Will you. not "’

4TIt will® be at your home thls afternoon,'

madam, unless anything ‘unforesain’ hap-
pens;’ and with an -amused and questlon—
ing look the manager eyed thie lady L
*You won't keep it about here until it is

old-fashioned and ‘soiled and -has lost. its’

" shine, will you? because it belongs to me
~ now, not’ to you

Annoyance took the place of amusement‘

:now, as the man answered rather slowly v
-+ ‘That is- not . our ‘way of doing busmess,
= madani we . have no wish' to: dispute your
" claim ‘to goods that”you have purchased.

“You need have no

o8 S

* with -His® precious:-blood! ‘and- don't.

anxxety about- your_'

So, standing up .as. if to g0, she loohed ;

earnestly in his face, and said :
‘You seem astonished that I am'so anx-
_ious about my eloak but do.you al\vays ad-

mit the claim ot a purchaser to their pur— -
“chase ?”

! Certainly, mada.m There was a sharp-
ness in. the- speaker now, as though his
,patience was, exhausted,
© *Then, do you recogmze ‘the-claim. of the
“‘Lord Jesus Christ to .your. life ? - for long

ago He bought you, not with money but with.

blood, . and ‘His . word. makes ‘known- this
claim in very plain language; “Ye. are not
your own, ye are-bought with.a price.” And

I-think you know how great "the. price was
that .was- paid for you'l at. what<tremendous .

cost the .Son: of God redeemed you,.even
you

think :He:wantsv' I-lis purchase ? you? your

b life?

“your: manhood in your prime'
-you now; at* ouce, berore your powers fail'

. the message:. pierced-his soul.:
-and paid-for. ‘——bought and . paid for o
' “Another ‘ten-minutes -and 1' can. be oﬂf’
“he said: at: last;"as a.glance.at his.watch-
~showed that closmg time .was- at- -hand.

‘away. from business.

~placed ‘it" two long years ago.

'returned unto the Shepherd'

et

coming home’ to Him in'the freshnese “of .
He wants

He wa.nts ‘the best: ot your lite Are ;ou
gomg to wait unt11 you ‘are”old - and feeble

‘How* often has He watched' how o
"long- has ‘He". wanted to se° i£ you were

before you yield to the claims of - Jesus )

Christ'? "You ‘are bought and " paid ‘for,

: but you've never -gone “home to hxm yet.'

and with' an earnest tenderneéss in face and
voice,’ tbe lady turned.and left the shop.
For’ a, few moments the ‘man stood as’ 1!

,utterly bevnldered ;=but the words had :gone’

home his very ‘business capacity had proved
a ‘channel for théic en-.rance and he stood
there ‘convicted’ by his’ own conseience’

-* Bought and paid for—bought and paid for!

You've never gone home to ‘Him yet." Up-

_..,-right and moral, . he had hitherto pnded
- himself upon his respeetable life;: but .it .

was ‘wholly for him»elf he lived ! 'To make

. a lusiness, to make a name, to make money

—these -were his’ alms. whilst the claim of

" God, the love of Christ, had been altogether
" tgnored !

The life that had been bought
with -the * ‘ precious blood of 'Christ’ had
never recogmzed Jits Redeemers rights of
ownership 1

e qumk succession of customers proved

for -a little while, a (hveision to the- ma.ns )

: 'thoughts but every time the money was

paid ovez:&_the counter that afternoon the’
_-words came back, ¢ Christ wants His pur-
ehase ’ Yes, as a busmess man ‘he dare not

" detain- the goods- that had been -pald. for;

they were no longer his—and’ deeper still
“Bought

‘I
can’t: stand this much longer. I must get

. away:)’. .

‘“Get away !’ From what ? From busi-
ness certainly, but not from himself;. .for,

. like Belshazzar of old, it was ‘ his thoughts”
“that - “troubled him,”

‘and so where'er he went his thoughts went
tco, and, in”spite of earnest efforts to divert

not his surroundings,

them, the evening passed wearily away. A .

restless night followed, and indeed the next
two or three days were little better, until at
last he-felt that, alone with God, he must
face this matter and settle it..

Angd so one evening, instead of taking his
usnal walk, he turned his

steps - straight

homeward to the lodging where he lived

God’s claiming hand
was heavily upon him just then, not for the
first time indeed, but perhaps more con-
gciously than ever before—a doubie claim it°
seemed to be, a - claim of love as well as
right.

.And presently the “Bible,. hltherbo un-
opened and unread, Was -taken out—out
from the box where .a mother’s hand had
‘I wonder
where those verses are that lady quoted ?’
And in search of them- he opened it and

"turned from page to page until at last “his

eyes rested upon the words. in 'St. Peter’s
first epistle: .*Ye were not redeemed with

eorruptible things, as silver-and gold, from .

your vain conversation. .. .. But with
the precious blood of Christ. -, .’ - Eager-
1y ‘he read the words, and then lifiing his
eyes for'a moment, they fell-again upon ‘the
closing-words of the sécond chapter: + ‘For
ye were ‘ds sheep going- astfay,; but: a.re now
"~ ‘Ye ‘were

Ye are réturned '—'returned to
¢ Unto the-Shepherd.’ ‘And in_an

astray.
whom ?°




