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Settingout, as usual, with a false assertion,—
that the object of the Catholic Churchk is ‘‘to de-
prive men both of their understanding and their
will, and make them blind tools of her own,’* Mr,
White ncst speaks of confession. Be misrepres-
+nts its nature and effects, and of course its origin.
11e snys, erroncously and insultingly: “the Ruman-
15t Churchmakes the counfession of every sin, by
thought, word, and deed, necessary to reccive
absolution from o priest.’, ‘Thishcknew to bea
wroug assertion in {wo respects, for 1st. We are
uot obliged to confess any sins which are not mor-
cal and 2dly, We are only obliged to confess
such as we can remember after a diligent exam-
ination; whereas Mr. White's proposition would
menn, that we could not be absolved unless we
confessed all our sius, and would leave no hope af,
jorgiveness for those we have forgotien. We be-
fieve that sins inculpably forgotten are forgiven as
vell as those confessed.” Mr. White uext declar-
«s that confession “has changed the repentance of
the Gogpel, into a ceremony which silences remorse
atthe shight expense of 2 doubtful, temporary sor-
row.,. Mr. White knows, on the coutrary, that we
anly believe confession profitable, as far as itis
yined toa truo contrition or repeatance for sin,
accompanied wih a firm resolution (o sin no more,
+nd o meke satis‘action to God and our
neighbour,  As confession is difficult and humil
aling, a sirner will scldom be brought to it, unless
he has already conceiy et some sentiments of repen-
tance, and desire to be reconciled to Godl; and, so
{ur fram confession. ““changing the repentance of
the Gospel,” we unifornly find’that those who are
abandoned to vice, desert the tribunal of confussion,
while those who are moved to repentance always
return {o it.  Many Protestantsbave wished fortex'c
1e-establishment of confession, andihave admitted
the depravity of morals which followed from itsy
abolttion among them. a provd that they did not con-
sider it as “changing the repentance of the Ges-
el.”?
b aving thus misrepresented the  waturc of con-
fession, it was to be expected that Mr, White would
be equally unsparing as to its effects.  According-
v, we find him affecting indignation’at what he
rerms ““the paltry plea’ that conle-sion often causes

the ministry of confessions There is no Catholic
Confessor who could nt furnish many fnstances o
restitutions which he has known and been instru-
mental in procuring; but it will readily be conceiv-
ed that there are muny imperious reasons which
forbid the disclosure ofsuch examples, Mr. While
however, makes a curious contession himsclf. He
says he can assure his rcaders as Pénitent, as well
as Confessor, that “‘confessionis excoedingly inju-
rious to purily of mind.” Thisis rather an awk-
wark acknowledgment, for a nan who was very
anxious in his first Diologue, tv have it believed
that he had been so innocent before he feal intoin-
fidelity: it leads us to suspect that he was_uotye-
markably correctin his duty, either as Penitent
or Confessor, and if so, it is no wonder if the' laver.
of grace and regonceration should have proved to bi
?sogrcc of defilement: ab immundo quid myndali-
ur ’

But now gomes a graver charge: “a Confessar
can promote even treason with safety, in the sec-
resy which protects his office.” How so, Mr.
Blauco White? Ifthe Confessor cndeavours-to ox-
cito his penitents to treason, surely they can den-
ounce him to the civil powers; and ke st bo very)
stupid if he thinks bimself secure by _virtue of the
sccresy ofhisoffice.  Heis quife as liablo to pun-
ishment in sucha case as any other promoter of
treason, and he would be more richly deserving of
it, for having impiously profaned his sacred minis-
try. Butifit is hereinsinuated that a Confessor
can promote treason in which the penitent confess-
es himself implicated, thus is more improbable than

would not be likely to presenthimself at tne cou-
fessionn, or if he did, he would not confess his
trcason ifhe had not resolved to remounce it; for
Mr. White knowsperfectly well thatno man im-
plicated in treason could bae absolved by-a.. con-
scientions priest, but would e carncstly exhosted
by every meang fo renounce such iniquity, and to
give information to the pruper authorities.  For the
rest, there is nothing so loly that men will not
abuse; and whatever abuses Mr. Wlite’s confess-
1onal practice may have brought to his knowlo-
dge, they cannot justly be urged against the real
oot of the institution, nor weigha featlier against
ils manifest and acknowledged utility.

Now to attend to Mr. White’s account: of its
oririn: he puts this speech for the reader in his
Dialogue. “I caunot help wondering bow the
Church of Rome could pursuade men to submit to

restitution of ill-gotter, goods.  ¢“The truth is,” he
adds, ““that restitation is not a whit more prohable
among Romuan Catholics,” than othier Christians:|
and he splendidly confirmis this by saying, that in
the ~gurse offilleva years that Le Las lived in‘
ougland, he has known ane restitution by a poor|
person of a sum of money, without coafession! ‘Lo
1his he ight answer, that where confession is in
use, theft is lesslikely to prevail, and restitutiors
«arenotso ofien tobe made: but we are contert
with observing, that Catholics have all the matives
o urge thera” to make restitution which others
have, such as repentance, remorse, &c.; and in ad-
dition 1o them, they have the serious remonstra-
nees and exhortations of every Confessor who does
hisduty, as also {he delay or refusal of absolutions
iu cases of neglect or unwillingness on the part of
ibe sinnertorestore.  Where then is the greater
probability of restitutivn being duly made?  In the
one case the sinner has uo Luman being to aldmon-
ish him, but ic left to Lis own conscience; in the
othér. besides his conscience, he has the exhortat-
ans and threats of his Church to urge Lim to his
Auty still more powerfully.  Aninsfance was pub
Dishied in the hewspapersnot very long ago, of a
;:g\nllcman in f.andon receiving aboy of valuable
tcWellery from Haly; restored to him, through the

—

such a revolting and dangerous practice as that of
confession,” 1t would cectainly be matier for
wonder ifthe Church of Romo could hove per-
suaded men to submit to confession. That man-
kind have in every age submitted toit, isa solid
wroof that it is no 1nvention of Rome.§ Confession
1s too painful and humiliating for any human au-
thoritv to havebeen able to establish it in every
age and nation, as we kuow it tohaye been estab-
Tished; and we thank e, Blanco White for thus

uninteutionally reminding us of one very
powerful proof of s being  of Di-
vine institution. It is a strong argument

of the truth of Christianity, that, opposed as'it is to
human passions, it was drily established on the
wreck of Paganism; and it is a powerful proof of
the Divine intstitution of cunfession, thatit has been
in every age obscrved by the great majority of the
Christian world. It will be well, however, to re-
mnd Mr. White ogain, that if, as he would have
it, confession was imposed upon the world by the
Church of Rome, he must tell us how it comes
that the Greeks, the Jacubites, the Nestorians and
Armenig.as, have ever retained thepractice of sac-
ramental confession the same as Catholics, These
sects separated from the communion of Romo
1°200 years ago; and therefore confession iust

hands of a pricst, by a servant maid who had rob-
faed L of it in England; and this was cfiected by

have been the usage of the universal Clurch at
that time; and then whatbgcomcs of Mr. White’s
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the other case; for a penitent concerned ip treasonf,

taitompt to shew that Rome invented itfn the ig-

norance of the dark ages?

But confession did not grow up grgdually with
what Mr. W, opprobriously terms the “Romauiy
system.” In the sccond century, Origen speaks ot
confession made 1o the prust, Tn the tird, St.
Cyprian speaks of sccret sins confessed to the
}mests, and ofremission granteds hy them, St
reneus, Tcrmliian,\np‘,d_ otheys testify 1o the pric-
tice of secret confeeston {o {lvte aunisters ol the
Church. And thnugh’l\ﬁ'. Vhite pretendd thay
there is nothing in Scripture t0*supportthe prae-
tice, we can sheir him that itis solidly grounded
upon Scripture,

Tobe .Continued.
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VANITY OF VANITIRS ! ASD ALY IS VANITY,
Feclesias. Chap. 1, Verse 2

Human lifeis,but 2 dream,
aysing like ayunny beam,
hen the cload atrors the'sky
Flitting darkens Phabus’ cye™

Seo yoncurling vaponr’s traip
Pmnd!y\pweap%pg Q'er the plain !
The breeze iy up, it fadesaway,

So shallthé pride oflife deeay.

)

Pleasures, houotrs, wealth and pow’s
Seem to last, buts'c:ar);:a‘n lipnr:p :
Dgath approackes; lo, they take
Their sudden fight, gnd usfos ake.
“The Butierfly on spangied wrings,
Horers nmni i ﬁlpr}nﬁnga: o
“Worldlingy, like the thocghtlaey boy,
Fast pursne tho fleclihg.toy.

Onto rain's- brink-they-presy,
Pantibg esger inthe 2
While.aronnd them fiends deride,
Angels dlushing tum asite.

Montals ! stop your gnad career?
Tom 75+ fanher i yom st
Ve,
Dowi the dreadfl aheep yowtl drir.
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